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Ways to Worship  

In the Sanctuary 
We are currently worshiping in-person in our sanctuary. 
Please assess your own health and be prepared to follow 
the guidelines publicized in the newsletter and bulletin as 
you consider attending worship indoors. Masks are strongly 
encouraged. If, at any time, the local schools switch back  
to online-only instruction, indoor in-person worship will be 
suspended and only the livestream & TV worship options 
will continue. 

 

Facebook Livestream 
We will continue to livestream our worship on our Facebook page at 9 am on 

Sundays. The video will be available throughout the rest of the week as well. 

Local Public Access TV 
Worship is still available on TV, on Channel 5 (Mediacom).  

The schedule is:  Mondays – 6:00 pm  
Tuesdays – 4:00 pm  
Wednesdays – 10:00 am  
Fridays – 10:00 am 

Sundays – 7:45 am (one week behind) 

Mid-Week Lenten Services, Wednesday evenings (March 2nd - March 30th.) 

6:00 Soup and Bread Meal 
6:30 Worship Service 
 
Ash Wednesday, Drive-in Ashes and Prayer  
(12 - 1pm)  
On March 2nd, during the noon hour, you are invited to 
drive into the north parking lot (garden side) and 
receive ashes and prayer. Stay in your car and Pastor 
Amy will come to your window. Pastor Amy will place 
ashes on your forehead or hand and pray a prayer with you. Ash Wednesday 
Service will be in the Sanctuary, all other Lenten Services will be in the Fellowship 
Hall.   
 
Mid-Week Lenten Services 
The Lenten theme this year is “Seeking God Through Our Senses.” Throughout Lent 
we will be intentionally engaging our senses as we read the word, pray, sing, and 
create together. Join us on Wednesday nights for soup and worship and a fun 
activity.  

Join us for March Worship and Events! 

Mission Statement 
To draw all people 

to Christ,  
nurture faith,  and 

fulfill our calling to serve 
 

Vision for Gethsemane 
A vibrant place of 

worship, learning and 
service, where every  
person is passionate 

about their belonging and  
their ministry 

 
Marks of Discipleship 

Pray daily 
Study Scriptures diligently 

Worship weekly 
Encourage Faith in Others 

Serve for the sake 
of others 

Give freely 
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Just a Reminder that Daylight Savings 
Time is Sunday, March 13, 2022 

     Make sure you turn 
your clocks ahead one 
hour.  We don't want you 
to be late for Sunday 
Worship!! 

     It is also a good idea 
to change the batteries in 
your smoke detectors too!  
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Giving  

     Looking back over the past year, for 2021, regular 
contributions, not including non-routine income, averaged  
$3,694 per week.  This was slightly above what was 
needed to pay our budgeted and incurred expenses.  
Thank you all!!   

     The new year has gotten off to a slower start  
however.  Year-to-date giving through the middle of 
February has averaged $2,323 per week.  This is  
$1,244 short of what is needed to cover our weekly 
budgeted expenses.   

     Gethsemane needs your 
support.  All contributions are 
welcome.  Thank you.  

Bruce Kniivila, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 

We Are Thankful 

     Many thanks to the wonderful Angels for the month of 
February:  Donna Flanagan, Darcy Norha, Lance Ness, 
Joyce Bloomquist, Barb and Ken Alaspa, Dan Gallagher, 
Kaija Suihkonen, Dana and Gail Waldron, and Molly 
Pemmaraju.  

     So wonderful to have all 
of you giving your time and 
talents to Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church. 

God's Blessings to you!  
Laurie Harvey 
 

From the Pastor 

Winter is hard. It doesn’t matter if you grew up walking 
to school barefoot, uphill both ways, carrying your 
sister, through 3 feet of snow and you’ve developed 
effective strategies for staying warm in below-zero 
temperatures and have sturdy boots to deal with deep 
snowdrifts. Even if you are someone who enjoys outdoor 
winter sports and snow activities, every winter at about 
mid-February or early March, a lot of us are DONE with 

it. Winter has lasted too long. Bring on the spring. 

That’s why winter is often a metaphor for a time of 
struggle, a time of basic survival, a lean time when our 
tolerance and determination is tested. In the popular TV 
series Game of Thrones, the line, “Winter is coming,” is 
spoken in threatening tones and hushed, fearful 

whispers. A warning to prepare for the worst. 

For some members of our community, this winter has 
been a struggle, and is still a struggle. Many of our 
physical neighbors are experiencing housing instability 
and food insecurity. The heating bills stack up and the 
grocery and gas budget runs thin. They depend on the 
Salvation Army and the little food shelves to keep their 
children’s bellies full and their homes warm in the cold 
months when their paycheck doesn’t go quite far 
enough. How can we continue to build up these 

neighbors with generosity and compassion? 

Our neighboring churches are also going through a 
winter; a time of transition after the departure of 
pastoral leadership. I’ve heard curiosity and concern 
around what is happening in their congregations. I’ve 
heard whispers of relief and thankfulness that “we” are 
not going through that. They need our support and good 
will. How can we continue to build up our neighboring 

congregations with encouragement and compassion? 
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Confirmation  
The Sub Sale was a Great Success! 

     Thank you to all the confirmands and their parents 
that helped. Without such an amazing group of young 
people in the kitchen we could have not done so well. 
Everyone got along and I think they had fun working side 
by side and making Super Bowl Subs. 

     This fundraiser took in $678 in total Sales!!! We also 
had some very generous donations from our church family 
totaling $258. A part of the profits ($100.00) was used 
for our February service night with the Mesabi Humane 
Society.  
The Youth’s net profit after expenses was $534.94. 

The top 2 sales people were: 
* Connor Saxhaug, selling 18 subs 
* Brenna Tiedeman, selling 16 subs 

Thank you all! 
 

 
 

Want to Go to Bible Camp? Gethsemane 
will help! 
     We want all of our kids to enjoy the unique 

experience of attending summer Bible camp. Bible camp 

is a place where God's love is evident through community 

and creation. To help, Gethsemane's Mission Endowment 

Team are giving each Gethsemane youth and a friend 

"camperships" to pay for one week of camp. Talk to 

Pastor Amy for details and go to vlmcamps.org/summer-

schedule-and-fees to find information on this summer's 

programs! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Pastor          - continued-  
All people and congregations go through seasons in their 
lives. We all experience times of growth and strength, 
times of waning energy and dying leaves on our trees, 
and times when the wind is cold and there is seemingly 
little movement. Winters of discontent. Winters when the 
snow covers the ground, and the path forward is not easy 

to see.  

As we begin Lent, may we remember that we are walking 
towards Easter, but there is no resurrection without dying 
first. God gives us new life by the power of the Holy 
Spirit through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but we must 
die to our own plans, our own expectations, and our own 
selfish desires. We must let go of some of the things we 
grasp in our own hands so that we can reach out our 

hands to help and build up one another. 

The winter our neighbors are going through is a winter 
that many of us have been through ourselves, and it may 
last long past the literal spring. Let us be a church that 
reaches out a hand of compassion and comfort toward 
our fellow Christians and our neighbors in need. Let us be 
people who encourage our siblings in Christ and remind 
them that this is a season that they can endure with God’s 
help, and ours. Let us build up and encourage our     
neighbors, trusting that God is at work in their lives and 
congregations as well as in ours. That under the snow, 
God is preparing them for their next faithful step. And 
when their spring finally comes, let us rejoice with them as 

new growth peeks out of the ground. 

Your coworker in Christ, 

Pastor Amy 

 
 
 

Faith Builders           (Preschool - grade 5) 

     The Sunday School children are enjoying the Spark 
Lectionary Series and learning so much about the bible. 

     This week the children will be visiting our wonderful 
church library.  Barb Alaspa will be reading them a story 
and showing them how to check out a book.   

     We are starting to practice our songs for when we 
sing on Palm Sunday.  We are so excited to be part of 
the worship service.  And last but not least, we are all 
waiting for Spring!!   

Your Sunday School Leaders, 
Cindy, Pam, and Miia 
 

http://vlmcamps.org/summer-schedule-and-fees
http://vlmcamps.org/summer-schedule-and-fees
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Growing Young Book Study 

First Thursday of the month, through Spring 2022 

Online, 10:30am – Noon 

     Are you interested in making Gethsemane a 
more vibrant, welcoming congregation for young 
people? Join Pastor Amy in participating in this 
online learning and growing opportunity!  Growing 
Young is a research-based strategy on how  
congregations can create a church culture to reach 
young generations in a way that breathes life into 
the whole church.  Catherine Anderson will host a  
monthly book study on each of the Core  
Commitments and how to integrate them in your 
ministry. This book study is free and Gethsemane 
will provide the book, but you must register to get 
the link. You do not need to attend every session to 
participate!  (If you need help with the online  
component, Pastor Amy can help you get  
connected.) 

Library News 
     Louise Erdrich is the author of a new library 
book, The Sentence. A Barnes and Noble review 
describes it this way. “In this New York Times  
bestselling novel, Pulitzer Prize and National Book 
Award winning author creates a wickedly funny 
ghost story, a tale of passion, of a complex  
marriage and of a women's relentless errors.” 
     A small independent bookstore in Minneapolis is 
haunted from November 2919 to November 2020 
by the store's most annoying customer. Flora dies on 
All Souls' Day, but she simply won't leave the store. 
Tookie, who has landed a job selling books after 
years of incarceration that she survived by reading 
“with murderous attention,” must solve the mystery 
of this haunting while as the same time trying to  
understand all that occurs in Minneapolis during a 
year of grief, astonishment, isolation, and furious 
reckoning.  
     Library member Arlene Olson read this book 
and here's her comments and what stood out to her. 
“This book is foremost about an everyday family:   
A father, mother, step-daughter, her one year old 
child, and her child's father.” The setting is in  
Minneapolis during the time of 
Covid19, the murder of George 
Floyd and protests which followed.  
     Arlene recommends this book 
with many its twists and turns. It  
portrays a family during a most 
difficult year and at the end came 
together. A good read. 

Generosity Team 

Welcome to our edition of “Gethsemane Gifts!”  Each month 
we will recognize the gifts of generosity that we have  
experienced from our very own Gethsemane Family.  We will 
focus on one member of our church who has experienced a  
time of support, love, and/or generosity from other members 
of our church.    

This month please welcome  – Tom and Wendy Krause 

     In December 1980, Tom and I joined Gethsemane after 
living in the Virginia community for a couple of years and 
having a small child.  We had gone “church shopping” and 
were looking for a church that would work for two people 
with a Missouri Synod and a Presbyterian background.  In 
December of 1979, we decided to try out Gethsemanes 
Christmas Eve service and were awestruck when we held our 
candles, looked out at the lit Christmas Tree in the garden, 
and sang Silent Night.  We looked at each other and said 
this is home for us!  A few years later a man name Bernie 
Erickson told Tom “We can use your help for the Lutefisk  
Dinner, do you want to come and help?”  We were never  
the same after that as we met many wonderful people and 
joined in many of the fellowship opportunities that  
Gethsemane had to offer.  To this day our closest friends are 
those who we met helping with Sunday School, Confirmation, 
Church Council, Altar, Men in Mission and my favorite people 
in the world, the Thursday Morning Bible Study. 

     During my years working as Gethsemane’s Secretary, I 
met many more people of the congregation and was glad to 
have that opportunity.  There are so many wonderful people 
who attend this church and it has been a blessing to be able 
to know and have them in my life. 

     During the pandemic, Gethsemane came through with 
their Facebook Worship Service and we were able to have 
worship over the Internet.  I’m glad we are continuing this 
important ministry for those who are unable to attend.  To  
me though, it was a Godsend when the doors were reopened 
and I could again worship with my friends and have  
fellowship with all who attended.  Listening to it over the  
internet and coming to listen to Pastor Amy and Joyful Noise 
are just not the same and never will be.  It has been such a 
blessing to have that fellowship back into our lives again.  I 
recently saw a blurb on Facebook written by Jonathon  
Pulliam that precisely expressed what I feel.  He said, “You 
can’t serve from your sofa. You can’t have a community of 
faith on your sofa.  You can’t experience the power of a 
room full of believers worshipping together on your sofa.  
Christians aren't consumers.  We are contributors.  We don’t 
watch.  We engage.  We give. We sacrifice.  We  
encourage.  We do life together.  The church needs you.  
And you need the Church.”  

     Thank you Gethsemane for being a part of our lives! 
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 WARM YOUR HEART COMMUNITY 
CLOTHESLINE    

     The winter season is upon us!  We are grateful that 
you are continuing to contribute to our Community 
Clothesline.  Do you have extra jackets, shirts,     
sweatshirts, pants, shoes, T-Shirts, etc.…?  Now is the 
time to also bring winter jackets, warm socks, mittens, 
gloves, hats, blankets.  Any type of clothing will be 
helpful.   

     You can help your neighbors by putting each item 
in a plastic bag to keep it dry, labeling it (example, 
"child hat, size M" or "men's jacket, size XL"), and clip it 
anywhere on the 'clothesline' [on the fence] on the west 
side of the church!  (Clothespins are on site).  The   
Community Clothesline is accessible at all times (24/7) 
from both the north and south parking lots.   

     We also have a Community Food Pantry next to 
the clothesline for putting nonperishable food items, 
personal care items, and paper products.   

     GIVE WHAT YOU CAN ~ TAKE WHAT YOU NEED.  
Let's do what we can to help our friends and  

neighbors. 

 
 

Community Food Pantry 
Can You Buy Two?   

     Our food pantry has been a busy place, both by 
people giving and receiving food! We have used up 
all the food donations during our “Stock-tober” event, 
and also the donations from our neighbors at Lutheran  
Social Services.   

     Next time you are running into the store think -
Could I buy two? Chances are the thing you are picking 
up for yourself would also be appreciated by     
someone utilizing our pantry. Maybe you are a       
diligent grocery store list maker so write “could I buy 
two” next to your note pad.  

     Here are some examples of things that you could 
purchase:  Canned veggies, fruits, soups (only if temp is 
above 20-degree F!) Boxed/bagged grains/beans. 
Pasta, dry pasta, bagged pasta meals, mac n’ cheese, 
Pasta sauce in plastic. Cereal or Oatmeal. Snack 
crackers (peanut butter, cheese, plain saltines, Triscuits, 
etc.). Applesauce in plastic, Dried fruits, Granola bars. 
Baking supplies like flour, sugar, cooking oil.   

     Just a reminder, please do not put any carbonated 
beverages in the pantry as when the temperature gets 
cold, they will explode.  

Camp Corner 
Spring Quilting Retreat 
Thursday, March 10th thru Sunday, March 13th 
Camp Vermilion, 2555 Vermilion Camp Rd Cook MN 
Cost: $260/person (fee includes 8 meals, snacks, irons, a 
cutting table, space to sew, and lodging in Voyageur 
Lodge). Can’t stay the whole time?  Contact us for    
additional rates. 
     This retreat is ideal for quilters who need some  
focused time to start a project, who are interested in  
connecting with others who share passion for sewing, or 
simply need a weekend away in a beautiful setting! We 
would love to have you join us for the whole weekend, 
but this retreat also provides the chance to join us for the 
days as well. Not a Quilter?  Bring your knitting,  
crocheting, needlepoint, scrapbooking, or any other craft 
you wish. 
     To register, you may download the registration form 
on our resources page or call the camp office at 800-
331-5148. 
 
Paddle Building Class  
Friday, April 1st - Sunday, April 3rd 
Camp Vermilion 2555 Vermilion Camp Rd Cook MN 
Cost $250/person (class fee includes all materials & tools 
needed, instruction, lodging, & Friday dinner through  
Sunday brunch. A $50 non-refundable deposit is due with 
your registration. If 2 people work on the same paddle, it 
is an additional $100 for the 2nd person to cover meal 
and lodging). 
     This weekend-long class includes 4 sessions during 
which you will complete your own bent shaft canoe or 
stand-up paddleboard paddle. You will craft your own 
paddle, from gluing the wood blanks to a finished work 
of art.  
     Space is limited, to register, you may download the 
registration form on our resources page or call the camp 
office at 800-331-5148 
 
 

Snow Shoveling 
     We are still in need of volunteers to help shovel snow 
away from the entrances of the building. Hopefully this 
will be the last month that volunteers are needed. Snow 
shovels & a snow blower are available or you can bring 
your own. Sign up for a week, maybe two, or possibly an 
entire month. If you are interested in serving the church in 
this way, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, or 
call the church office and we can get you signed up.  
     If you have any questions, please call Ken Alaspa at 
218-741-0036 or his cell number 218-750-2344.   
Thank You!! 
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Blessings to all who have a Birthday this Month: 

  1:  Sandi Shoden 
  2:  Hannah Davidson-Teff 
  3:  Ian Ramfjord 
  5:  Don Bird, Zachary Schiller 
  6:  Gladys Boril, Jace Fridelieb, Helen Niemi, Julie Spiering  
  7:  Ruth Koski, Keith Nelson 
  9:  Fran Shimmin 
10:  Laurie Laakso 
11:  William McCormick, John Meinzer 
12:  Charles Eichholz, Laurie Harvey, Marian Holmes 
13:  Mike Hauber, Amber Rosewall, Gabriella Sandnas 
14:  Kayla Cochems, Evan Friedlieb, Livia Jorgenson 
15:  Edward Zeidler 
16:  Beckett Cochems, Rees Harvey 
17:  Debra Carpenter 
19:  Dana Waldron, Sherry Wiitala, Shelly Zeidler 
21:  Rebekah Davidson, Tyler Norha 
22:  Michaela Le Doux, Jaynee Peterson, Mary Jo Ralston 
23:  Sheila Davidson, Thomas Wickstrom 
24:  Eric Krause, Josh Krause 
25:  Cindy Bird, Don Sipola, Elijah Wedge 
26:  Sara Weddel 
27:  Amy Maki 
28:  Barry Collins, Abigal Olson, Nancy Richter 
29:  Kinsley Suihkonen Braden Tiedeman,  
31:  Harry Lamppa 

 

Memorial Gifts received during the month 
of February 

In Memory of:   From: 

Quentin Bloomquist  Bryan & Patti Kehoe 
    Daniel & Beth Hestetune 
    Joyce & Tony Nigro 
    Pat Sleeman 
    Betty Ann & Laurie Laakso 
    Deron & Sheila Davidson 
    Gail Hakala-Eldridge & Ollie 
    Eldridge 
    Eleanor Anshus 

Rico Giorgi   Mary Kay Twite 

Celebrating your Wedding Anniversary for the 
Month of March, enjoy your Special Day! 

Dana and Gail Waldron    3/12 

Amy and Paul Maki     3/20 

Charles and Nancy Eichholz    3/31 

David and Renee’ Pollock    3/31 

Celebrating the Anniversary of your Baptism: 
3/1:    Mandy Brunfelt 
3/2:    Mary Horan, Doris Moe 
3/4:    Makayla Waldron 
3/7:    Matti Koski 
3/8:    Hannah Anderson 
3/9:    Devlin Burke, Richard Vandervort 
3/12:  Kinsley Suihkonen 
3/13:  Craig Aluni, Tye Hiltunen, Amber Rosewall 
3/15:  Cassandra Isaacson, Chrystal Olson, Emma 
           Rosewall 
3/17:  Isabelle Sandnas 
3/18:  Joshua Isaacson, Jim Pauling 
3/19:  Parker Breeden, Charles Dahl, David Lind, 
3/22:  Austin Kalisch 
3/24:  Earl Haugen 
3/25:  Ruth Koski, Aiden Marchetti 
3/27:  Kade Baty-Denzel 
3/28:  Rollie Seppala 
3/29:  Laurie Laakso 
3/30:  Helen Niemi 

3/??:   Jesse Bennet, Riley Wilson 

**If we have left you out, we need your help to know!    

Call the office to update your information** 
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Vanco GivePlus Mobile App. Members 

     If you use the Vanco GivePlus Mobile application, we 

want to let you know that it will be removed on January 

31, 2022 and replaced with Vanco Mobile.   

    THE NEW VANCO APP:  Vanco updated their phone 

and tablet APP. It is no longer “Give Plus” but is now 

called ”Vanco Mobile.” If you used it before on your 

phone you will need to go to your app store to download 

the new app and log-in with the info you used before to 

set up electronic giving.  

     Please call Vanco at:  

800-675-7430 or visit us 

at www.vanco.com/vm to 

learn more about what 

steps you need to take. 

     Thank you for using 

Vanco. We hope this new 

timeline offers you the 

flexibility needed to in-

form your members and 

launch Vanco Mobile.    

Prayer Wall 

In your daily prayers, pray God’s blessings for:   

 Marlene Koski, Skip Bol, Mary Shaw, Barry Collins, 
Fran Shimmin, Mark Andres, Alyssa  Newman, and 

Kathy Meyers. 

 And all members who are homebound, in nursing 

homes or assisted living places. 

 

Prayers of peace and comfort for: 

 Family and friends on the death of Patricia Starr 

 
 

 
QR Code for Giving at Gethsemane:   
     When you are reading our month-
ly newsletter or the Sunday morning 
bulletin, you will see our QR giving 
code.   
     Simply take out your phone, scan 
the code, put in your password, select 
how much you want to give for the 
month, and press done.  It’s as easy as 
that and takes less than a minute!   
 

Council Highlights 

     Greetings all! At the February council meeting we  

discussed all of the usual business and reports. Also  

discussed was the finalizing of the new church Personnel 

Policy which has been in the works for some time now.    

An update on the new outdoor sign was given, a retreat 

for the council was set, Bruce reported on a possible  

Employee Retention Credit and information on Lenten  

Soup suppers was given.  

     One other item from the meeting was the need for a 

nominating committee for this year. At the annual meeting 

we had no volunteers to fill these three spots. I’m asking 

you to think and pray about this need for our church. Talk 

to a friend or two and let us know that you are willing to 

step up for this important committee at Gethsemane.   

Stay warm!  

Peace,  

Bennet 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

     Gethsemane’s annual meeting was held on Sunday,  
January 30, 2022. During the meeting there was an 
election for the Congregation Council members. 

     On Sunday, February 13, 2022, the church had an  
Installation and Blessing of the 2022 Congregation 
Council Members.  Here are your current members: 

Bennet Bloomquist — President 

Mary Horan — Vice President, *new position 

Bruce Kniivila — Treasurer 

Sheila Davidson — Secretary, *new position 

Ken Alaspa 

Donna Flannigan — New member 

Matti Koski 

Tom Lee 

Char Meinzer 

Debbie Poderzay — *new position 

Nancy Rosewall 

Pastor Amy Janssen 

    The Congregation also gave a blessing to Outgoing 
Council Member — Bill Bauman. 
 



Geth seman e Lut her an  C hur ch  

Come and see us on the web! 

www.gelc.info 

Rev. Amy Janssen 

     Pastor 

Brenda Varani 

     Parish Secretary 

901 Fourth Street South 

Virginia, MN  55792 

Phone: 218-741-4961 

Email: gelc@gelc.info 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 am to noon 
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