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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Ways to Worship  

In the Sanctuary 

We are currently worshiping in-person in our sanctuary. Please assess your own health and be prepared to 

follow the guidelines publicized in the newsletter and bulletin as you consider attending worship indoors. If, 

at any time, the local schools switch back to online-only instruction, indoor in-person worship will be          

suspended and only the livestream & TV worship options will continue. 

 

Facebook Livestream 

We will continue to livestream our worship on our Facebook page 

at 9 am on Sundays. The video will be available throughout the  

rest of the week as well. 

 

Local Public Access TV 

Worship is still available on TV, on Channel 5 (Mediacom).  

The schedule is:  Mondays – 6:30 pm  
Tuesdays – 4:00 pm  
Wednesdays – 10:00 am  
Fridays – 7:00 pm 

Sundays – 8:00 am (one week behind) 

 

 

 

Gethsemane Gazette 
Ge ths e mane  Luthe ra n  

Chur ch  

V i rg in ia ,  M inne s o ta  

www.ge l c . i n fo  

Inside this issue: 

Faith Nurture for Adults 

Children, Youth and Family Ministry           

Camp Corner 

Service in our Congregation 

Service in Community and World 

People of Gethsemane 

Congregational Support        

Prayer Wall                  

Ways to Worship at Gethsemane 

 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

7 

8 

 

  
  
  

    

Volume , Issue September, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

+ +   Mark your calendar! Sunday, September 12   + +    

 

9:00 am - Worship including a Back-to-School Backpack & Bible Blessing! 

Students (and teachers!), bring your Bibles, backpacks,  

and school bags for a special blessing!  

**Parents, let us know if your child needs a Spark Story Bible  

or is starting Confirmation this year!  

We want to provide all our young people with the Word of God for their life! 

 

10:00 am- Ministry Fair and Sunday School Registration 

Celebrate and learn about all the ways that we live together, nurture our faith,  

and share our many God-given gifts with one another and our community  

by visiting the displays and people at the Ministry Fair on our main floor! 

 

KIDS! Go downstairs to check out our new Sunday School room  

and enjoy a fun craft! 

Sunday School registration forms will be available upstairs at the CYF table! 

Our first day of Sunday School will be Sunday, September 19. 

 

Confirmation Youth – Registration forms will be available at the CYF table, 

anytime in the church office, or online at www.gelc.info/confirmation.  

Confirmation Orientation will be Wednesday, September 15 at 6:30 pm.  

Parents and students must attend. 

 

10:45 am - 2022 Synod Journey to the ELCA Youth Gathering  

Informational Meeting 

8th-12th grade youth and parents, meet in the fellowship hall  

to learn about and sign up for this BIG youth event! 

 

Sunday September 12th will be a wonderful day  

for our congregation to return to church and get involved again!  

Praise be to God! 

 

Join us for September Worship and Events! 

Mission Statement 
To draw all people 

to Christ,  
nurture faith,  and 

fulfill our calling to serve 
 

Vision for Gethsemane 
A vibrant place of 

worship, learning and 
service, where every  
person is passionate 

about their belonging and  
their ministry 

 
Marks of Discipleship 

Pray daily 
Study Scriptures diligently 

Worship weekly 
Encourage Faith in Others 

Serve for the sake 
of others 

Give freely 

http://www.gelc.info/confirmation
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Office Closed 

     Just a reminder that the church 
office will be closed on Monday, 
September 6th in observance of 
Labor Day.  Enjoy the holiday and 
see you on Tuesday!! 
 
 
 
 

Worship Team looking for New Members 

     Do you have a preference for more traditional music? 
We would like to have you on our Worship Team.  Please 
join us at our next meeting on September 7th at 6 pm.  
Hope to see you there!! 
 
 
 

Calling all Thrivent Members! 

     If you are a member of Thrivent, please contact the 
church office. With so many ideas for community outreach 
and service coming up, we would love to be able to 
utilize your $250 Thrivent Action Team capabilities! We 
will notify you directly, but ask that you add your name 
to a list for future possibilities!  Thank you! 
 
 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

     Defiant Joy. Joy is closer than you 
think because God is better than you 
may believe! Our Tuesday Night 
Women's Bible Study group will be 
restarting again - in person - starting 
on Tuesday, September 21st at 5:00 
pm. We invite any and all women to 
join us this fall!  

     You can purchase a study guide for 
this Bible Study on Amazon for $14.99 
or on Christianbook.com for $10.99. 
Dispel the myths that joy is frivolous, 
immature, or reserved for a few select "happy" people, 
and open your heart to receive the freedom and joy 
GOD created  
you to live in.  

     We look forward to seeing YOU! 
 
 
 
 

From the Pastor 

“I love to tell the story how pleasant to repeat what 
seems, each time I tell it more wonderfully sweet!” ~I Love 

to Tell the Story, ELW #661 

Telling about the love of God and the way that love is 
shared through the people of God is one of my favorite 
things to do! Like the song says, I love to tell the story! 
Stories of people caring for one another by visiting and 
supporting them in good times and hard times; stories of 
children, young people, and older people learning and 
growing in their faith; stories of “God sightings” in 
people’s lives, where God has provided for a need or 
shown a glimpse of glory – all of these stories are 

precious and wonderful. 

As we begin the fall season, we are continuing God’s 
story in our lives here at Gethsemane. On September 
12, we will be celebrating Rally Sunday, the kickoff to 
our Sunday School and Confirmation ministries, as well 

as resuming many other ministries in our church.  

During worship, we will enjoy a special Backpack/
Schoolbag blessing for all those returning to school – 
students AND staff – and we are also planning to 
present new Bibles to children and families! (Let the 
church office know if you’ll be there and want to receive 

one!)  

After worship we will all celebrate the ministries of 
Gethsemane with the Ministry Team Fair! This is a time 
to recognize and give thanks for all the amazing 
ministries that we do in the name of Christ. I encourage 
everyone to take a tour of all the ministries and see 
what sparks your interest or share how different 
ministries have blessed your life. Perhaps you’re curious 
about a ministry and never knew who to ask… there 
will be information and a person to talk with at each 
table so you can learn about it! There will also be an 
anonymous survey card for everyone to fill out to let us 
know which ministries you’re the most excited about so 
we can see where the Spirit is leading us into God’s 

future. 

Sunday School and Confirmation students are 
encouraged to sign up on Rally Day and enjoy making 
a special back-to-school craft in our new Sunday School 

room downstairs!  

I know that I’m excited to resume all of our faith-filled 
activities this fall and I hope you will join in and be a 

part of telling the story of Jesus and his love! 

Your co-worker in Christ, 

Pastor Amy 
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Give+:  What is it and how do I use it?  

     Give Plus is an App that you will be able to access 
and donate to Gethsemane through a quick, simple, and  
Secure digital payment channel.  If you would like a quick 
no-hassle method to donate, then this method is for you!  
With just a few simple steps to set up and in the time it 
takes for the collection plate to go around, you have 
made your donation.   

     First things first - Go to the App Store and download 
the Give+ app.  Once downloaded and opened up,    
provide your email address, Organization Name (which 
would be Gethsemane Lutheran Virginia MN), name, etc. 
You then will provide a password that you will want to  
remember.  You can provide several ways of giving (no 
account, credit card, debit, etc.)   

     Once you are set up, it literally takes under a minute 
to donate.  *Password or Fingerprint  *Select the         
frequency you would like and then select the amount.   
Select “Next” and method of donation.  The next window 
will ask for verification and then ask you to select 
“Complete Donation”.  The next window will thank you 
and provide a confirmation number.   

     That’s all there is to it!  Ask me questions!   

Sheila Vandervort 

Prayer Wall 

In your daily prayers, pray God’s blessings for:   

 Fran Shimmin, Quentin Bloomquist, Clarence Ivonen, 

Mark Andres, Alyssa Newman, and Kathy Meyers. 

QR Code for Giving at Gethsemane:   
     When you are reading our monthly 
newsletter or the Sunday morning  
bulletin, you will see our QR giving 
code.  Simply take out your phone, scan 
the code, put in your password, select 
how much you want to give for the 
month, and press done.   

     It’s as easy as that and takes less than a minute!   

We Are Thankful 
     A big thank you to all the Angels who helped with our 
August services.  Even without a coordinator, we were able 
to get the job done.  Thank you to:  Clarence Mattson and 
Dawn Thomas who are August Angels; and those who also 
helped out:  Sheila Vandervort, Pam Fields, Jean Collins, 
Melanie Peterson, Bennet & Joyce Bloomquist, Dana  
Waldron, Sue Hiltunen, Molly Pemmaraju, Pat Sleeman, 
Debbie Poderzay, Eleanor Anshus and anyone else who 
helped but forgot to sign the sheets.  Your help is greatly  
appreciated. 

Council Highlights 

     Hello all! At the August Council Meeting, after going 
through reports on a number of things, we looked toward 
the fall and work to be done on some improvements and 
changes to the church property.  

     The sign in front of the church has been needing work 
for some time now. With some of the funds received from 
the sale of property a year or so ago, the council has   
approved the installation of a new LED sign to go in the 
where the current lettering is in the existing sign. This will 
enable us to inform the community of happenings at   
Gethsemane so we can better make folks aware of     
worship times, special events, etc.  

     New carpeting is going into the chapel along with new 
chairs that will be purchased by the gift of a member’s 
family. Painting is being done on the Sunday School room 
and work is being done to create a new youth room. Plans 
to paint the Fellowship Hall and to put a new roof on the 
garage are also in the works.  

     What does this all mean? It means exciting times at 
Gethsemane! It also means we need your help! Even if you 
can only give a couple of hours of your time, your church 
needs you.  

Watch for more planned workdays so we can get all of 
these things done. We hope to see you there!  

     Rally Sunday is September 12th. Also, on that day 
our various Ministry Teams will be celebrating what they 
do and you will have an opportunity to see what might 
interest you and ways to become involved. Hope to see 
you there!  

Peace, Bennet 
 
 

 
Weekly Giving  

     Since Memorial Day, our average weekly giving has 
experienced a summer-time drop, and has been slightly 
less than our budgeted level.  However, several  
non-routine contributions and bequests have provided a 
boost, and total giving is slightly above the level needed 
to meet our budgeted expenses.    
     Thank you, everyone!!  All contributions are welcome 
and appreciated.  Stay well.   

Bruce 
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Blessings to all who have a Birthday this Month: 

  1:  Nancy Maki, Dia Sandnas 

  3:  Pam Burgess 

  5:  Ronald Picek, April Robertson 

  6:  Andrea Herbranson 

  8:  Amelia Sandnas, Niclas Pettinelli 

  9:  Nicole Reid 

10:  Sam Davidson-Teff 

11:  Cecilia Burke, Steve Manninen, Debbie McCormick 

13:  Karen Line 

14:  Devlin Burke, Jeff Mauston 

15:  Kimmy Christenson, JoAnn Sipola 

16:  Darin Alto, Derek Jorgenson 

17:  Thomas Alto, Sammantha Himes, Andrew Meinzer,  

       John Rosewall, June Ross 

18:  Sharlyn Dahl, Sheryl Kochevar, Gavin Flannigan 

19:  Earl Haugen, Amanda Rosandich 

20:  John Cochems 

22:  Dan Alto, Kristine Anderson 

23:  Jeffrey Johnson 

25:  Bruce Nevala 

26:  Sharon Kangas 

28:  Jacelyn Flannigan, Clarence Ivonen 

29:  Robert Aronen, Rodney Flannigan, Ron Reierson 

30:  Mila Anderson, Skip Bol, Nathan Giese 

 

Celebrating your Anniversary for the Month of 
September, enjoy your Special Day! 
Linda and Ray Erickson           9/2 

Dave and Denise Ramfjord           9/8 

Derek and Marjia Jorgenson           9/10 

Nicole and Thomas Autio Jr.           9/11 

April and Lance Robertson           9/11 

Eric and Jennifer Krenz           9/12 

Melanie and Ryan Peterson           9/14 

Danielle and Matt Seppi Jr.           9/17 

William Norton and Molly Pemmaraju         9/26 

Hannah and Sam Davidson-Teff          9/28 

Celebrating the Anniversary of your Baptism: 
9/1:    Jeff Peterson 
9/3:    Pam Burgess 
9/4:    Pastor Amy 
9/6:    Gavin Prosen 
9/7:    Connor Saxhaug 
9/10:  Vienna Zeidler 
9/11:  Maleeah Autio 
9/12:  Martin Hudson 
9/13:  Harry Lamppa 
9/14:  Sarah Randall 
9/17:  Emma Robinson 
9/18:  Betty Laakso, Tyson Wilson, Clayton Zeidler 
9/20:  Brenna Tiedeman 
9/22:  Kristine Anderson, Arlene Olson 
9/23:  Nicholas Monacelli 
9/24:  Mark Andres Sr. 
9/25:  Bennet Bloomquist 
9/26:  Sue Hiltunen 
9/27:  Sandy Dahl, John Rosewall 
9/29:  Michael Ranta 

9/??:   Bryce Madden, Mary Sterling 

**If we have left you out, we need your help to know!    

Call the office to update your information** 
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NE MN Synod Journey 
to the ELCA Youth Gathering 
July 21 - 28, 2022 
Duluth/Superior - Minneapolis 
 
You are invited to join the NE MN Synod for a year-long 
journey to learn and live into how we are deeply rooted 
to be CONNECTED to a boundless God beyond measure! 
 
An Informational Meeting about the Synod Journey 
and National Youth Gathering will be held on 
September 12 (Rally Day!) at 10:45 in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
 
QUICK FACTS! 
The NE MN Synod Journey will be gathering in the 
Duluth/Superior area for servant projects, worship, and 
play before traveling to Minneapolis for the ELCA Youth 
Gathering! 
Dates:  July 21-28, 2022 
Ages:  Youth who are in grades 8-12 in the fall of 2021. 
Cost:  $975 (fundraising opportunities and scholarships 
will be available!) 
Registration: Sign up and pay the refundable $100 
deposit by October 15! 
 
Our first fundraising opportunity is: 
PASTY SALE 
on September 24 & 25 
It's back!! Yummy pasties for sale this fall! 
Pasties are $5 each and can be ordered (with or without 
rutabaga!) from now until September 20. Place your 
order today by calling the church office! Pay when you 
order. All profits will benefit our youth attending the 
National Youth Gathering in July 2022! 
We need adult leaders and LOTS of youth and adult 
volunteers to make this event a success! (We particularly 
need a parent or other adult leader to organize and lead 
this event! Call/email Pastor Amy if you are willing to 
lead!) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VBS at Gethsemane 
Look’s Like everyone had fun at Vacation Bible School 
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Growing Young Book Study 

First Thursdays of the month, beginning Oct. 7 

Online, 10:30am – Noon 

Are you interested in making Gethsemane a more 

vibrant, welcoming congregation for young people? 

Join Pastor Amy in participating in this online  

learning and growing opportunity!  Growing Young 

is a research-based strategy on how congregations 

can create a church culture to reach young  

generations in a way that breathes life into the 

whole church.  Catherine Anderson will host a  

monthly book study on each of the Core  

Commitments and how to integrate them in your 

ministry. This book study is 

free and Gethsemane will 

provide the book, but you 

must register to get the link. 

You do not need to attend 

every session to participate!  

(If you need help with the 

online component, Pastor Amy 

can help you get connected.) 

Library News 

Children enjoy a good book to read or perhaps a 
DVD toward the end of summer vacation. Check out 
options at the Church Library youth area. There are 

many selections. 

Generosity Team 

GETHSEMANE GIFTS! 

Welcome to our edition of “Gethsemane Gifts!”  Each month 

we will recognize the gifts of generosity that we have         

experienced from our very own Gethsemane Family.  We will 

focus on one member of our church who has experienced a  

time of support, love, and/or generosity from other members 

of our church.    

This month please welcome  –  Bonnie King  

Greetings to my church family! 

     Moving East to Mountain Iron from the far away town of 
Hibbing brought me to Gethsemane Lutheran Church. That 
was about 13 years or so ago. Little did I know how my life 

would change so much for the better. I am so blessed! 

     My faith has always been very strong, maybe because 
my parents made sure that our family of 6 made it to church 
every Sunday. Coming to Gethsemane for early traditional 
service here was one of my early favorite experiences. Every 
church I had gone to in my life had always had organ music. 
So coming into the church and hearing the organ being 

played made me feel like I was at home with God again. 

     Soon I began to meet so many wonderful people that 
welcomed me into my new church. God led me to this church 
and helped me open the door and step inside. From there He 
placed all of you in my path. I was welcomed into the church 
by so many smiling faces. At that point I began to grow my 
family with a multitude of new sisters and brothers, some of 
whom have become great close friends. There are so many 
opportunities to meet people and join in to help at the church. 
I was lucky enough to sing praises with the traditional choir 
as well as Joyful Noise. Some of the many areas this church 
welcomed me were baking communion bread, Altar Guild, 
Bible studies, VBS, helping with funeral luncheons. But wait, 
we can't forget the wonderful annual Lutefisk and Meatball 
Dinner! There are so many more areas to be able to get to 
know this wonderful loving family. I urge anyone and every-
one to reach out and find a way to become involved with 
any of the many areas of this, mine and your, church. You will 
be met with a smile and open hearts as we are all God's 

children!! 

     I was welcomed into this congregation by so many kind 
and caring people. Whether you know it or not you were 
there for me in good times and bad. You have made my time 
as a member of Gethsemane Lutheran Church so memorable. 
So, it is with mixed emotions that I say "So long for now".  
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 Generosity Team      - continued-  

     I have sold my house in Mountain Iron and moved 
east once again to Schaumburg, IL, part of the Chicago 
area, to be close to family. I will always  cherish the 
time being with my church family on Sunday mornings! 

     Thank you all for your love, acceptance and  
kindness!! 

One of God's children, 

Bonnie King 

 
 

WARM YOUR HEART COMMUNITY 
CLOTHESLINE and FOOD PANTRY   
     Spring is here and summer is just around the corner, 
but let’s keep contributing to our Community  
Clothesline. Do you have extra jackets, shirts, sweat-
shirts, pants, shoes, T-Shirts, etc.…?  I’m sure any type 
of clothing will be helpful.   
     You can help your neighbors by putting each  item 
in a plastic bag to keep it dry, labeling it (for exam-
ple, "child hat, size M" or "men's jacket, size XL"), and 
clip it anywhere on the 'clothesline' [on the fence] on 
the west side of the church!  (Clothespins are on site).  
The Community Clothesline is accessible at all times 
(24/7) from both the north and south parking lots.   
     We also have a Community Food Pantry next to 
the clothesline for putting nonperishable food items, 
personal care items, and paper products.   
     GIVE WHAT YOU CAN ~ TAKE WHAT YOU NEED.  
Let's do what we can to help our friends and  
neighbors. 
 

Ask & Receive 
     This is a way we can serve and love one another as 
Christ loves us. A few current needs are: 
• Members who need rides to church. 
• Community member needs a TracFone card 
• Family who lost home in fire needs fish tank 
     If you see something you can do, bring the card to 
the church office and we’ll connect you with the person 
who needs your skill, gift, or presence. 
 

Can You Buy Two?   
     Our food pantry has been a busy place, both by 
people giving & receiving food! Next time you are 
running into the store think -Could I buy two? Chances 
are the thing you are picking up for yourself would 
also be appreciated by someone utilizing our pantry. 
Maybe you are a diligent grocery store list maker so 
write “could I buy two” next to your note pad.  

Community Events 

Solar 101 and the Range Solar Co-op Webinar:   
Wednesday September 15, 2022; 6:30 – 8:00p.m. 
     Learn about solar energy and its benefits for your 
home, farm, or small business. We'll take you through the 
technology, economics, financing, and more. 
     You'll also learn about the Range Solar Co-op and 
how being a member can save you money and time on 
going solar. 
     These co-ops are free to join and members are *not* 
obligated to buy solar panels. 

Co-op members get: 
• a free review of your roof to see if solar panels will 
work for you 
• one-on-one support for all your questions about going 
solar 
• an individualized proposal for solar at a bulk rate 

REGISTER FOR THE WEBINAR and Learn more about  
the Range Solar Co-op at 

www.solarunitedneighbors.org/rangesolarcoop 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.solarunitedneighbors.org%2Frangesolarcoop&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5c123d49a33e45c0811408d962ca4be1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637649444183971699%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC

