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Ways to Worship  

In the Sanctuary 

We are currently worshiping in-person in our sanctuary. Please assess your own health and be prepared to 

follow the guidelines publicized in the newsletter and bulletin as you consider attending worship indoors. If, 

at any time, the local schools switch back to online-only instruction, indoor in-person worship will be          

suspended and only the livestream & TV worship options will continue. 

 

Facebook Livestream 

We will continue to livestream our worship on our Facebook page 

at 9 am on Sundays. The video will be available throughout the rest 

of the week as well. 

 

Worship through YouTube  

Search for “Gethsemane Lutheran Church Worship” playlist –  

available throughout the week.  

 

Local Public Access TV 

Worship is still available on TV, on Channel 5 (Mediacom).  

The schedule is:  Mondays – 6:30 pm  
Tuesdays – 4:00 pm  
Wednesdays – 10:00 am  
Fridays – 7:00 pm 

Sundays – 8:00 am (one week behind) 
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Our Council, at the recommendation of the SMART Team, has approved these 

new policies for stepping down from our current COVID precautions:  

Step 1: when state mask mandates are not in effect (this happens NOW) 
- masks optional in all church activities If you are not vaccinated, you are 
encouraged to continue wearing a mask. 
- remove COVID signage from around building/bulletin pages, and 
discontinue building sign-in for contact tracing Hand washing and "cover your 
cough" signs will remain in strategic places. 

- Coffee An' may be served outdoors at the discretion of the Angel teams 

Step 2:when the following county-level guidelines are met: (mostly likely would 
happen by fall, unless there is a local outbreak) 

~ Daily new cases per 100K are less than or equal to 10 
~ Infection rate is less than or equal to 1 
~ Positive test rate is less than or equal to 10% 
~ Percent of eligible population vaccinated is at least 70% 

Then... return to "normal" church procedures which include 
- open all pews in sanctuary 
- serve communion at front with bread and cups of wine/grape juice (wearing 
gloves or with obvious and frequent hand sanitizer use) 

- resume indoor Coffee An' and funeral luncheons 

After step 2 is achieved, if the county-level statistics spike, we will move back to step 
1. If the state reissues the mask mandate, we will reinstate all Yellow level 
precautions. 

Summer Worship Schedule 
Thursday Night Outdoor Service 
Starting June 3rd at 6:30 pm. 

We are starting up our Thursday night 
worship service again.  It will be an 
outdoor service on the patio, weather 
permitting.  Should it rain, we will find a 
place in the church for the service. 

 
Sunday Outdoor Worship for the Summer will be on the 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 9 am.; starting in June and will go through August. 

Bring your lawn chairs, blankets and join us out on the grass in front of the 
patio for our Sunday service.  This will give those who are not yet 
comfortable being inside for worship to be able to be with family and 
friends.  Mark your calendars  for the dates of our Outdoor Services: 

June 20th, July 18th, August 15th  

Join us for June Worship and Events! 

Mission Statement 
To draw all people 

to Christ,  
nurture faith,  and 

fulfill our calling to serve 
 

Vision for Gethsemane 
A vibrant place of 

worship, learning and 
service, where every  
person is passionate 

about their belonging and  
their ministry 

 
Marks of Discipleship 

Pray daily 
Study Scriptures diligently 

Worship weekly 
Encourage Faith in Others 

Serve for the sake 
of others 

Give freely 
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Gethsemane Angel Coordinators  
     The Gethsemane Angel 
program is a way that we, as a 
congregation, are organizing 
ourselves in service to the Lord.  
We ask every person to volunteer 
to serve during one month of the 
year with a “Team of Angels” to 
provide all the help that is needed 
for worship services.  

     Each month the Angel 
Coordinator schedules the Angels 
with what is needed to be done.  
We are looking for 2 more Angel Coordinators for the 
months of:  August and October.  Please consider helping 
out for this position.  We have a new system up for 
Funeral Luncheons.  The Angel Coordinator will no longer 
be responsible for the funeral luncheons.  For questions, or 
if you would like to sign-up as an Angel Coordinator, 
please call the church office at:  741-4961.  Thank You. 
 
 

Congratulations & Happy Anniversary!  
Betty Ann and Laurie Laakso will be celebrating their 70th 

Wedding Anniversary on June 23rd 

Here is a “Blast from the Past” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

From the Pastor 

(Extra) Ordinary Time 

By Meta Herrick Carlson 

There is a season 

that stretches like the days, 

long and green until 

you think there’s only this 

one way of being alive. 

There are prayers for sun and rain. 

What we have planted bears fruit  

and the gardens grow wild,  

making us share and reminding:  

There is enough after all. 

When you dive into the lake  

or wade with your legs in the river,  

the cold water steals your breath  

and your baptism comes to mind. 

When you pack sandwiches and wine  

and feast with neighbors and crickets  

in the grass at sunset, and the meal is enough  

with baskets left over, remember the supper. 

These are the ordinary times, of course,  

but they are also extraordinary,  

filled with promises that follow you  

to the ends of the earth and back again  

 

 

This month we begin our church season of Ordinary Time 

(aka: The Time After Pentecost) which stretches over the 

whole summer all the way through November to Advent. 

The color of this season in the church is green, which is 

associated with life, renewal, nature, and energy; with 

growth, harmony, freshness, safety, fertility, and 

environmental awareness.  

This time in our church season gives us time to rest, learn, 

and grow in faith and in relationship. 

My hope for all of us this summer is that we will connect 

with one another and with God in many of the ways  
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Give+:  What is it and how do I use it?  

     Give Plus is an App that you will be able to access 
and donate to Gethsemane through a quick, simple, and  
Secure digital payment channel.  If you would like a quick 
no-hassle method to donate, then this method is for you!  
With just a few simple steps to set up and in the time it 
takes for the collection plate to go around, you have 
made your donation.   

     First things first - Go to the App Store and download 
the Give+ app.  Once downloaded and opened up,    
provide your email address, Organization Name (which 
would be Gethsemane Lutheran Virginia MN), name, etc. 
You then will provide a password that you will want to  
remember.  You can provide several ways of giving (no 
account, credit card, debit, etc.)   

     Once you are set up, it literally takes under a minute 
to donate.  *Password or Fingerprint  *Select the         
frequency you would like and then select the amount.   
Select “Next” and method of donation.  The next window 
will ask for verification and then ask you to select 
“Complete Donation”.  The next window will thank you 
and provide a confirmation number.   

     That’s all there is to it!  Ask me questions!   

Sheila Vandervort 

Prayer Wall 

In your daily prayers, pray God’s blessings for:   

 Shirley Wiitala, Fran Shimmin, Peggy Tauzell, Quentin 
Bloomquist, Marjory Wood, Mary Sterling, Clarence 
Ivonen, Mark Andres, Alyssa Newman, and Kathy 

Meyers. 

Prayers of peace and comfort for: 

 Family and friends on the death of Marian Vranicar 

 Family and friends on the death of Joyce Saisa 

 

QR Code for Giving at Gethsemane:   

     When you are reading our 
monthly newsletter or the Sunday 
morning bulletin, you will see our 
QR giving code.  Simply take out 
your phone, scan the code, put in 
your password, select how much 
you want to give for the month, 

and press done.   

     It’s as easy as that and takes 
less than a minute!   
 

Council Highlights 
     Greetings everyone! At our council meeting this month 
we heard reports from the various committees at  
Gethsemane. During the discussion on property Ken shared 
that the refrigerator in the kitchen was not functioning 
properly. Costs to repair or replace were discussed with 
the council then voting to have the existing fridge  
repaired. Now that things are beginning to relax a little 
bit, we are looking at what steps we should follow as we 
hopefully move toward normalcy again. As a part of that, 
a Mission and Vision meeting for the congregation may be 
scheduled for September. It’s been a time where we  
haven’t been able to do a lot of things we would like to 
be doing, and hopefully we can get things rolling again!  

     The topic of use of our building by other groups and 
better use by the congregation was raised. Some great 
ideas were brought forth to pursue as we move ahead. 
Bruce gave a presentation regarding the Memorial fund 
and changes were approved to make management of 
these funds easier in the future.  

     Once again, thanks to the council and Pastor Amy for 
their diligence, hard work and insight as we move  
forward.  

Peace to you. Bennet  
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Blessings to all who have a Birthday this Month: 
  1:  Jennifer Rebholz, Andrew Mahonen 

  2:  Erika Bauman, Ranta Miller 

  3:  Beau Nelson 

  4:  Margaret Picek 

  5:  Mark Spiering 

  7:  Brock Birchem, Niki Voll 

  8:  Glenn Dall, Timmy Emery, Sandy Wallin 

  9:  Mayme Barber, Jaimie Birchem 

11:  Jack Manninen 

12:  Donna Olson 

13:  Lillian Robertson 

14:  Nolan Dunn, Darren Hilmas 

16:  Abby Tveiten 

17:  Kathy Hanson, Kayla Roberts 

18:  Andrew Wedge 

22:  Chuck Bothwell Jr. 

23:  James Stanhope 

24:  Callie Mauston 

25:  Roger Scott 

27:  Maleeah Autio, Kim Ross 

28:  Patricia Elg, Char Meinzer 

29:  Michael Alto, Chrystal Olson, Braden Roberts 

 

Look who’s celebrating  
their Anniversary this 

Month, enjoy your  
Special Day! 

Andrea and Brian Wilson     6/3 
Cindy and Don Bird             6/9 
Ron and Winnie Lackner      6/10 
Clarence and Eila Ivonen     6/12 
Jaimie and Tracie Birchem   6/13 

Lee and Lisa Laakso               6/14 
Peggy and Ron Reierson              6/17 
Chuck and Shirley Bothwell Jr.              6/19 
Bruce and Carol Nevala              6/20 

Matthew and Nicole Reed              6/21 

Bennet and Joyce Bloomquist              6/23 
Barry and Jean Collins 

Betty Ann and Laurie Laakso 

Tom and Wendy Krause              6/26 
Clayton and Emily Zeidler              6/30 

Celebrating the Anniversary of your Baptism: 
6/1:    Jason Ramfjord  
6/2:    Lois Curry 
6/3:    Livia Jorgenson, Georgene Tomazin 
6/4:    Rahmy Johnson 
6/8:    Carter Sandnas 
6/9:    Jeffrey Lind 
6/13:  Madison Waldron 
6/14:  Thomas Alto, Kathy Sandnas 
6/15:  Donna Flannigan 
6/16:  Clarence Mattson  
6/18:  Nicki Johnson 
6/20:  Lisa Krause 
6/22:  Gavin Flannigan, Ilze Ibrahim 
6/27:  Ruth Kokko 
6/29:  Nathan Giese, Greg Manninen 
6/30:  Kirsti Axelson, Lillian Robertson 
 

**If we have left you out, we need your help to know!   
Call the office to update your information** 
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Blessing of the Quilts 
June 6th, 9:00 am 

     Join us as we have a special blessing of the quilts 
made by our Mission Sewers.  Each year the group 
sends out several boxes of quilts to Lutheran Relief.   

     The quilts will be displayed on the pews of the church 
for everyone to see and bless with prayer during the 
service.   

     Also this year they will be giving a quilt to each of 
the High School graduates of Gethsemane.   
 
 
 
 

Camp Corner 

2021 Bluegrass Festival - our 10th year! 
Saturday, July 31 
 
     THE BANDS AND KIDS SINGING "YOU ARE MY 
SUNSHINE" 

     We are busy making plans for our 10th annual 
Bluegrass Festival! 

     Get ready for the Church Basket Challenge and 
silent auction, along with some new ways to be involved 
and support the ministry at Camp Hiawatha and Camp 
Vermilion. 

     Raffle Tickets will be available soon! More prize 
information, including pictures, coming soon. 

2021 Raffle Prizes 
First Prize - Wenonah Kevlar Canoe 
Second Prize - 11-inch iPad Pro with Wi‑Fi + Cellular, 
512GB of memory 
Third Prize - $500 cash 

Senior Sunday 
June 6th, 9:00 am 
We will be honoring our seniors during the worship  
service.  Come join us and wish them luck in their new  
adventures. 
Our Seniors for the Class of 2021 are: 
Orion Del Greco 
Branden Gulbranson 
Seth Hauber 
Julianna Pauling 
Jason Ramfjord 
Ben Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Guides Recognition 
Sunday, June 6th, 9:00 am 
During the service, we will also be 
taking the time to thank our  
Confirmation Guides for their  
service throughout the year. 
Our Confirmation Guides are: 
Barb Alaspa 
Cindy Lustig 
Hannah Davidson-Teff 
Sam Davidson-Teff 
Dana Waldron 

From the Pastor          - continued-  
Rev. Carlson mentions in her poem: in gardens, at lakes 

and beside rivers, at the park and in backyards and at 

church. Since we know what it’s like to not be able to   

enjoy these simple pleasures for a time, may we         

recognize and appreciate the extra-ordinariness in all 

the ordinary things around us. May we be reminded of 

our baptisms by the summer rain and the coolness of the 

lake. May we be reminded of the Lord’s Supper by    

delicious picnics shared with friends where there is al-

ways more than enough. May we be reminded that we 

are each extra-ordinarily claimed and named as chil-

dren of our loving, life-giving God. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Pastor Amy 
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Weekly Giving 

     Your generous giving for Year-to-date through 
mid-May has averaged $3806 per week.  This is 
$389 per week above what is needed to meet our 
budgeted expenses.  Thank you!   Stay well.  

Bruce 
 

 

Library News 
     New books were purchased and placed on  
display shelves in the library.  You are encouraged 
you to take a look at new reads. 

     The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah is described 
by the publisher as a novel about the dust storms 
roll during the Great Depression.  Main character 
Elsa must choose between saving the family and 
farm or heading West. 

     Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger is a 
novel described as one “told by perspective forty 
years after that fateful summer of 1961.  It is a 
moving account of a boy standing at the door of his 
young manhood, trying to understand a world that 
seems to be falling apart around him.  It is an  
unforgettable novel about discovering the terrible 
price of wisdom and the enduring grace of God. “ 

     Becoming by Michelle Obama is described as “a 
courageously direct and powerful memoir by  
beloved First Lady.  Here is a hard-fought life of  
intelligence and compassion, set against a hard arc 
of history and sculpted around principles of  
service...You may be just a little sad to give up her 
“company” when you reach the last page.” 

May Angels 

     Many thanks to all those who have helped with 
greeting, reading, and camera operating during 
the month of May.   
     Special thanks to:  Mike Tuominen, Brenda 
Ryberg, Tiedeman family, Pearl Fossum, Dana  
Waldron, and Sheila Davidson. 

Generosity Team 

GETHSEMANE GIFTS! 

Welcome to our edition of “Gethsemane Gifts!”  Each month 

we will recognize the gifts of generosity that we have         

experienced from our very own Gethsemane Family.  We will 

focus on one member of our church who has experienced a  

time of support, love, and/or generosity from other members 

of our church.    

This month please welcome Rahmy and Miia Johnson –   

     I like singing in church, counting the colored windows and 

learning about God. 

-Rahmy, age 8 

 

     What I like about our church is; it’s a time to be with my 

family and my Nana is always there. I love participating in 

readings and helping with greeting and offering. Everyone is 

kind and it’s okay if you mess up reading or singing! I also 

love coffee and treats with everyone after church. I’ve  

enjoyed confirmation class this year so much because they 

make it fun! 

-Miia, age 13 
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 Prayer Shawls:   
     Gethsemane is looking for men or women that 
would be willing to give of their time to make Prayer 
Shawls.  Shawls can be given to  people for:  
undergoing medical procedures, as a comfort after a 
loss or in times of stress; during bereavement; prayer 
or meditation; commitment or marriage ceremonies;  
birthing, nursing a baby; during illness and recovery; 
ministering to others -  there are endless possibilities.   
     While being made each shawl has been prayed 
over and blessed for the recipient.  The pattern is easy 
to do and patterns are available for you!  If you feel 
that you can help out with this ministry, stop by the  
office to get a copy of the patterns or email me,   
Sheila Vandervort, at:  vandervort@mchsi.com and I 
will get you started!  They can be crocheted, knitted or 
sewed.... 
 
 

Ask & Receive 
     This is a way we can serve and love one another as 
Christ loves us. If you have a need, large or small, 
write your request on a tag on the board. On the other 
half of the tag, write your name and telephone  
number and place it in the box. Check the board to 
see if you can help. If you see something you can do, 
take the card and bring it to the church office and 
we’ll connect you to the person who needs your skill or 
presence. 
 
 

Can You Buy Two?  
     Our food pantry has been a busy place, both by 
people giving and receiving food! Next time you are 
running into the store think -Could I buy two? Chances 
are the yummy thing you are picking up for yourself 
would also be appreciated by someone utilizing our 
pantry. Cut out this little card to help remind you to ask 
yourself- Can I buy two? Maybe you are a diligent 
grocery store list maker so this would be helpful next 
to your note pad. Maybe you just like to see what the 
grocery store wants you to have;) stick this card in your 

Dear Friend, 

     No child should ever become sick or even die because 
of the water they're forced to drink. 

     But sadly, that's exactly what's happening in the  
Democratic Republic of Congo, where, every day,       
vulnerable children are doubled over, suffering from  
horrible stomach pains. 

     You can change that. When you share your love by 
making a generous gift, you'll double your lifesaving 
impact through our 2021 Summer Matching Gift       
Challenge. 

     That's because a generous group of donors will match 
your donation — dollar for dollar — until their entire 
$175,000 match is met.  

     In many struggling communities around the world, 
school is often the only place where children and their 
families can get clean, safe water, which is critical as the 
coronavirus pandemic continues to rage on, especially in 
forsaken places where vaccines aren't available. 

     Because your heartfelt gift will DOUBLE today, it will 
go 2x as far in getting clean water directly to students, 
their families and entire communities. 

     To ensure God's precious children have access to 
clean, life-giving water, please make your best gift    
before the match expires on June 30. 

     Thank you for your unwavering love for your neigh-
bors who have the very least and for your lifesaving  
generosity.  

 
 
 

Ambassador Daniel Speckhard 
President and CEO  
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