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Ways to Worship  

In the Sanctuary 

We are currently worshiping in-person in our sanctuary. Please assess your own health and be prepared to 

follow the guidelines publicized in the newsletter and bulletin as you consider attending worship indoors. If, 

at any time, the local schools switch back to online-only instruction, indoor in-person worship will be          

suspended and only the livestream & TV worship options will continue. 

 

Facebook Livestream 

We will continue to livestream our worship on our Facebook page 

at 9 am on Sundays. The video will be available throughout the rest 

of the week as well. 

 

Worship through YouTube  

Search for “Gethsemane Lutheran Church Worship” playlist –  

available throughout the week.  

 

Local Public Access TV 

Worship is still available on TV, on Channel 5 (Mediacom).  

The schedule is:  Mondays – 6:30 pm  
Tuesdays – 4:00 pm  
Wednesdays – 10:00 am  
Fridays – 7:00 pm 

Sundays – 8:00 am (one week behind) 
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College Scholarships 
Once again, scholarships will be 
offered through the Mission 
Endowment Fund to all GELC members 
who will be post-secondary students in 
the 2021-2022 school year. The 
amount of each scholarship is $2,000. 
Applications are available by request 
in the church office or by mail or  
e-mail. Applications are due by May 
23rd and recipients will be announced 
and recognized along with our high 
school graduates in worship on 
Sunday, June 6th. 
 
 
Senior Sunday 
June 6th, 9:00 am 
We will be honoring our seniors during 
the worship service.  Come join us and 
wish them luck in their new adventures. 
Our Seniors for the Class of 2021 are: 
Orion Del Greco 
Branden Gulbranson 
Seth Hauber 
Julianna Pauling 
Jason Ramfjord 
Ben Wilson 
 
 
Confirmation Guides Recognition 
Sunday, June 6th, 9:00 am 
During the service, we will also be 
taking the time to thank our 
Confirmation Guides for their service 
throughout the year. 
Our Confirmation Guides are: 
Barb Alaspa 
Cindy Lustig 
Hannah Davidson-Teff 
Sam Davidson-Teff 
Dana Waldron 
 

“Live-Stream Dream” 

We've made our Live-stream Dream 
Come True!! As of Easter week, we have 
exceeded our fundraising goal for new 
high-quality camera equipment to 
enhance our live-streaming and 

recording quality!  

Thank you for your generosity and 
commitment to this important element of 
Gethsemane's ministry! Stay tuned for 
updates on the purchase of this new 
equipment. 

 
 

Scripture for May 

May 2:   Synod Assembly Sunday 
    Message from Bishop Odgren 
    2 Corinthians 4:14-15 
    2 Timothy 1:6-7 

    John 15:9-17 

May 9:   Sixth Sunday of Easter and 
    Mother’s Day 
    Acts 10:44-48 

    John 15:9-17 

May 16:  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
     Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

     John 17:6-19 

May 23:  Pentecost Sunday 
     Acts 2:1-21 

     John 15:26-27; 16:46-15 

May 30:  Holy Trinity Sunday 
     Isaiah 6:1-8 

     John 3:1-17 

Join us for May Worship and Events! 

Mission Statement 
To draw all people 

to Christ,  
nurture faith,  and 

fulfill our calling to serve 
 

Vision for Gethsemane 
A vibrant place of 

worship, learning and 
service, where every  
person is passionate 

about their belonging and  
their ministry 

 
Marks of Discipleship 

Pray daily 
Study Scriptures diligently 

Worship weekly 
Encourage Faith in Others 

Serve for the sake 
of others 

Give freely 
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You are invited…  
Storytelling for the 
Healing of Creation  
Video Viewing and 
Discussion  
Tuesday, May 4, 12:30-3:00 p.m.  
At Hope Community Presbyterian Church, Virginia  
(across from the library)  
 
The community is invited to gather on Tuesday, May 4, 
12:30 – 3:00p.m. at Hope Community Presbyterian 
Church, Virginia for Storytelling for the Healing of 
Creation. We will be watching and discussing the video 
recordings of the six storytellers and New Testament 
professor who spoke in April at a Zoom EcoFaith Summit, 
Now the Green Blade Rises: Storytelling for the Healing of 
Creation.  
 
The biblical storyteller is Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing. She is 
an author, speaker, scholar of the Book of Revelation, and 
professor of New Testament at Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago, where she also coordinates the 
environmental studies program. Her topic is Revelation: 
The Lamb’s Alternative Power Story for the Healing of 
Creation. In addition to hearing her, we will be able to 
hear six diverse storytellers, including two from the Fond 
du Lac Reservation and Jack Lamar from Early Frost 
Farms in Embarrass. Opportunity for discussion will take 
place between video viewings.  
 
The Storytelling for the Healing of Creation gathering is 
sponsored by Congregations Caring for the Earth and the 
EcoFaith Network of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod. 
As April 22 was Earth Day, the event on Tuesday, May 4 
offers the opportunity to watch and discuss these 
storytellers with others who care about God’s creation 
and not worry about bringing it up on your computer or 
phone.  
 
Masks, social distancing, and sign-in will be observed. The 
gathering will take place in Hope Community’s downstairs 
Fellowship Hall. You may use the front doors of the church 
or enter through the back door from the alley, which 
leads directly downstairs. Masks, social distancing, and 
sign-in will be observed.  
 
 If you have any questions, feel free to contact Hope 
Community Presbyterian Church at  

741-7336 or hcpchurch@msn.com. 

 

From the Pastor 

     “Spring has sprung, 

The grass is ‘ris, 

I wonder where all the flowers is!?” 

This is a fun little poem that my paternal grandfather 

used to say every spring. I remember hearing it as a 

child, and now my family repeats it any time we are   

enjoying a sunny spring day.  

 

Here in Northern Minnesota, just as in much of the  

northern Midwest, it seems like spring has a cruel sense 

of   humor. One day it could be 60 degrees and sunny, 

not a cloud in the sky, and the next day it’s hovering 

around freezing and there’s a rainy/snowy mix falling 

from gray clouds. It’s a season where we have to be just 

as willing to pull on our rain jackets and galoshes as we 

are hopeful to pull out our lawn chairs and sunglasses.  

 

I can’t help but recognize that we are also in a season 

of fluctuating transition in our community in regards to 

the COVID pandemic. It seems like one day I hear            

disheartening news about rising hospital cases, and the 

next I hear joyful news about rising vaccination rates. It’s 

hard to know whether things are getting better or not. 

 

In the midst of it all, it’s comforting to remember that 

one thing that is consistent through all seasons of 

weather and life is God’s presence and love. In this 

Easter season we hear from the scriptures about Jesus’s 

appearances to his disciples after he had risen from the 

dead. Jesus speaks peace to them and reassures them 

that he is really there by walking with them, touching 

them, and eating with them. We are also urged on by 

the words of 1 John to love one another as Christ loved 

us, to abide in that love, and to live as God’s children, 

sharing God’s love with all. And we can rely upon the 

promises of God that because we have been baptized 

into Christ and united with Christ through that baptism, 

we will also rise and be reunited with him after death, 

 
4 Therefore we have been buried with him by     

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

so we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death 

like his, we will certainly be united with him in a        

resurrection like his. (Romans 6:4-5) 
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Give+:  What is it and how do I use it?  

     Give Plus is an App that you will be able to access 
and donate to Gethsemane through a quick, simple, and  
Secure digital payment channel.  If you would like a quick 
no-hassle method to donate, then this method is for you!  
With just a few simple steps to set up and in the time it 
takes for the collection plate to go around, you have 
made your donation.   

     First things first - Go to the App Store and download 
the Give+ app.  Once downloaded and opened up,    
provide your email address, Organization Name (which 
would be Gethsemane Lutheran Virginia MN), name, etc. 
You then will provide a password that you will want to  
remember.  You can provide several ways of giving (no 
account, credit card, debit, etc.)   

     Once you are set up, it literally takes under a minute 
to donate.  *Password or Fingerprint  *Select the         
frequency you would like and then select the amount.   
Select “Next” and method of donation.  The next window 
will ask for verification and then ask you to select 
“Complete Donation”.  The next window will thank you 
and provide a confirmation number.   

     That’s all there is to it!  Ask me questions!   

Sheila Vandervort 

Prayer Wall 

In your daily prayers, pray God’s blessings for:   

 Shirley Wiitala, Fran Shimmin, Peggy Tauzell, Quentin 
Bloomquist, Marjory Wood, Mary Sterling, Clarence 
Ivonen, Mark Andres, Alyssa Newman, and Kathy 

Meyers. 

Prayers of peace and comfort for: 

 Family and friends on the death of Alice Niemi 

 

QR Code for Giving at Gethsemane:   

     When you are reading our 

monthly newsletter or the Sunday 

morning bulletin, you will see our 

QR giving code.  Simply take out 

your phone, scan the code, put in 

your password, select how much 

you want to give for the month, 

and press done.   

     It’s as easy as that and takes less than a minute!   

Council Highlights 
     Hello all! The April council meeting covered all the  

usual areas of interest, Pastor’s Report, Ministry Teams, 

and Financial Reports. We have been exploring the  

possibility of upgrading our outdoor sign. The existing one 

is in poor condition and we feel it would be a good idea 

to have a sign that could inform the congregation and the 

community of what is happening at Gethsemane. Bill  

presented information he had gathered from Mesabi Sign 

as to what options are available; no final decision has 

been made.  

     The Livestream Dream campaign was a total success!    

I thank you all for your incredible generosity toward this 

important ongoing ministry. As we continue to move  

toward a more “normal” situation at Gethsemane (and our 

own lives), I thank you all for your patience, your support 

of Gethsemane and each other, and your willingness to 

work together to make our church a wonderful place to be 

a part of.  

 
Blessings to you all, Bennet  
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Blessings to all who have a Birthday this Month: 
  1:  Marilyn Somero 

  2:  Debbie Caspersen, Lisa Krause 

  3:  Shannon Nelson, Ashlyn Randall 

  6:  Graeme Harvey 

  8:  Lee Laakso, Lance Ness, Scarlett Pipkin 

11:  Brant Tiedeman  

12:  Benjamin Harvey, Kathleen Horvath, Sydney Spelts 

13:  Orion Del Greco, Brian Wilson 

14:  Stanley Oleson, Marjory Wood 

15:  Roy Carlson, Jeffery Hanson 

16:  Bruce Kniivila  

17:  Leslie Gustafson, Willy Spelts 

19:  Joyce Bloomquist 

20:  Dan Gallagher 

21:  Joseph Madden 

22:  Craig Aluni, Harper Madden, Clarence Mattson, 

       Brenda Ryberg 

23:  Dana Hiltunen 

24:  Tyler Finc, Greg Manninen 

25:  Wendy Krause 

26:  Alex Gubrud, Shelby Karakas 

27:  Lori Ismil, Evie Kinnunen, Ruth Kokko, Tom Krause 

28:  Bethany Harvey 

29:  Heather Herbranson, Marso Ranta 

30:  Steven Ramfjord 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look who’s celebrating their Anniversary this 
Month, enjoy your Special Day! 
Debra and Glenn Dall    5/3 
Keith and Laurie Harvey   5/5 
Cheryl and Matt Seppi   5/5 
Christine and Kevin Lehtinen   5/11 

Diana and Mike Hauber   5/19 

Bruce and Ethie Kniivila   5/21 
Evie and Rick Kinnunen    5/31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Celebrating the Anniversary of your Baptism: 
5/1:    Jennifer Krenz, Ann Nelson  
5/2:    Ray Erickson, Drew Giese 
5/8:    Matthew Koski, Paige Maki 
5/10:  Paula Hanson, Marian Holmes 
5/12:  Cheryl Aluni, Ronny Shoden 
5/14:  Marlene Kuitunen 
5/15:  Larry Roberts 
3/15:  Casandra Isaacson, Cheryl Olson, Emma Rosewall 
5/18:  Aria Jandrey, Shelly Zeidler 
5/19:  Rhett Baty  
5/20:  Bekah Davidson 
5/21:  Ian Ramfjord, Carson Robinson 
5/23:  Fran Shimmin 
5/24:  Leevi Aronen-Paul 
5/25:  Dominic Pauling 
5/28:  Ellie Gulbranson 
5/29:  Cindy Bird, Grace Randall 
5/30:  Braden Tiedeman 
5/??:   Penny Stecker 
 

**If we have left you out, we need your help to know!   
Call the office to update your information** 
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Camp Corner 

Summer Staff Needed!  
     Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry is excited to welcome 
campers back to Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion 
this summer…but we still need staff to make this a great  
summer! VLM is hiring for a variety of positions, from 
cabin counselor to leadership staff, from health care to 
kitchen assistants, canoe guides to lifeguards. Weekly 
salaries  start at $330/week, plus room and board for 
the entire summer! We also have hourly, non-residential 
options for High School students ages 16 and over. 

     Get more details at https://www.vlmcamps.org/
summer-employment. Our Program Directors would love 
to talk with you to answer your questions and share how 
God can use you at camp this summer! 
 
 

Mother's Day Brunch 

May 9, 2021 - 10am-1pm 
Camp Vermilion 

     Enjoy a wonderful Northwoods 
brunch experience on Mother’s 
Day! Our menu will include a  
variety of fresh baked goods, 
breakfast meats, egg dishes, fresh 
fruit, and beverages. (Special   
dietary options are available with 
advanced notice.) 
     Table reservations are  
required. Cost:  $15 per adult, $7 for youth ages 4-11 
(under 4 are free). Reserve your table here: 
www.VLMcamps.org/mothers-day. 
 
 

Work Days 

Camp Hiawatha - May 1, 2021 
Camp Vermilion - May 15, 2021 

     Join other camp supporters for a day of fun and  
fellowship while we get camps ready for the summer.  
Registration begins at 8:00, and the day includes morning 
snacks and lunch, as well as the satisfaction of a job well 

done!  

     Visit www.VLMcamps.org/work-days for more  

information and for site specific projects. 

     Individuals, families, and youth groups are welcome to 
join us the Friday night before Work Day. We will gather 
for a light supper at 6:30 followed by campfire. Housing  
is limited, so be sure to contact us if you are interested in 
this option. 
 

Faith Builders    (Preschool - grade 5) 

     Our Sunday school lessons for this spring are coming 

from the Taking Faith Home that is in the Sunday bulletin.   

     Weekly videos are linked on our Facebook page; on 

YouTube, search for the 

“Gethsemane Virtual Sunday 

School” playlist.   

     Coloring pages are  

available at the church. 

 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation classes are back in session.  We meet on 

Wednesdays, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.   

We are continuing with The 10 Commandments. 

Here is the schedule: 

May   5 - Coveting 

May 12 - False Witness 

May 19 - Last Night of Confirmation 

From the Pastor          - continued-  

As we journey through this Eastertide, looking forward to 

warmer and brighter days, may we take a page from 

Jesus’ book. May we show God’s love to one another by 

walking with each other (whether literally or metaphori-

cally) in newness of life, touching one another’s hearts 

with words of peace and gifts of service, and eating the 

body and blood of Christ with one another in communion 

(whether in-person or remotely). For we know that God is 

with us through the love that flows between us and the 

Holy Spirit who dwells in, around, and through us. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Pastor Amy 

https://www.vlmcamps.org/summer-employment
https://www.vlmcamps.org/summer-employment
http://www.VLMcamps.org/mothers-day
http://www.VLMcamps.org/work-days
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Weekly Giving 

     Year to date giving/income , through mid-April, 
has averaged $3,492  per week.  This meets the 
budgeted level for expenses of  $3,423 per week.  
Thank you!   
     In addition, the Dream the Stream Camera Fund 
drive was very successful, bringing in  $5,630 in 
total contributions.  Again, thank you!    
 

 

Library News 
     May Newsletter books may be found on the 

glass shelves in the library. 

Recommended for Gardeners: 
Gardening in the Upper Midwest, Leon Snyder. 
“Many excellent books have been written on  
gardening.  Most of the authors of these books are 
from the eastern states, the South or the West 
Coast.  Except for this book published in 1956, no 
books cover the garden problems faced by       

gardeners in the Upper Midwest.”   

Gardening with Perennials, edited by Fern Bradley. 
This book approaches gardening the way         
gardeners most often do:  solving problems,        
designing discrete garden areas, and looking for 

perennials suited to their conditions.   

Property Team 
     Here at Gethsemane we are looking at starting 
a property team to see what projects need to be 
done now and in the future. So, anybody interested 
in joining our team, we will be meeting on  
Thursday, May 20th at 5:30 pm in the fellowship 
hall. If you are unable to attend this meeting but 
would like to join, please call me at 741-0036 or 
750-2344.                       Thank you.  Ken Alaspa. 
 

April Angels 
     A big Thank you to the Gethsemane Angels that 
helped to serve during the busy month of April. 
The Clayton & Emily Zeidler Family, Dana Waldron, 
Karen Roberts, Mayme Barber, David & Renee  
Pollock, Brenda Ryberg, Tom, Dana and Tye  
Hiltunen, The Matt Koski Family, Char Meinzer and 
my husband, Brian and son, Ben. 
     Thank you for coming out to help it was great to 
see everyone! 

Blessings Andrea Wilson, April Angel Coordinator 

Generosity Team 

GETHSEMANE GIFTS! 

Welcome to our edition of “Gethsemane Gifts!”  Each month 
we will recognize the gifts of generosity that we have         
experienced from our very own Gethsemane Family.  We will 
focus on one member of our church who has experienced a  
time of support, love, and/or generosity from other members 

of our church.    

This month please welcome Marilyn Somero –   

     In the summer of 1962, our family moved to Virginia, as 
Bill had accepted a teaching position at the school. I  
remember walking into the church via the north doors for the 
1st time with Bill & Brad, who was not yet 1 years old. We 
were warmly greeted and in less than a year we became 
members of the church. 
     We quickly became involved with the very active and 
large   Hi-League as advisors. Meeting Sadie Martin, a  
longtime member of the church, would impact our lives as   
the three of us began the Easter Breakfasts along with the  
Hi-League. The youth would help make it happen and the 
money earned would support the youth activities. So began 
all the fun we had in the kitchen at Gethsemane. Who  
remembers when the fellowship hall was downstairs under 
the sanctuary on the right side? 
     In the late 60’s Bill joined the choir, which was very large 
at that time and I began to teach the 3-year old’s in Sunday 
School. One of my fun memories of this class was bringing 
our dog Licorice to church one Sunday, as the lesson was 
abouts pets. 
     In the 70’s Sadie, Bill and I began church dinners one  
Sunday a month after the 2nd service. There was always a 
good turn out; other church members would help, and the 
proceeds supported the youth group. 
     Eventually I joined the choir and sang with it for about  
45 years. In the mid 70’s the choir would sing the Cantata -
Seven Last Words during Holy Week. The last song we 
would sing in the dark and downstairs in the narthex. One 
year while singing the last song suddenly, the drapes at the 
front of the church, behind the altar opened and there was 
our son, Brad, in the garden portraying Christ nailed (tied)  
to the cross with a few women/girls kneeling in front of him. 
What an emotional evening for me! Only a few people knew 
what was going to happen but not Bill or me. 
     Over the years Bill and I would volunteer in a variety of 
ways. Bill was the president of the church council and  
property chairman and I was president of the LCW for a few 
years and very active with the Ruth Circle. Volunteering with 
the small groups and for special events fills one’s spirit. 
     In the 80’s Pastor Len asked me if I would be  
interested in being the wedding coordinator. For eight years 
I would support the bride & groom from setting up,  
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 rehearsals and being at the church during the  
wedding itself. We averaged ten weddings a  
summer. It was an enjoyable job that was  
appreciated by many. 
     Even into my retirement years I’ve filled in at the 
office when coverage was needed. I helped stuff  
envelopes, fold newsletters, and was the Funeral 
Luncheon Team Coordinator.  
     Yes, Gethsemane has been a large part of my 
life; my family’s life. We have been blessed by all 
the many wonderful fellow volunteers, friends that 
we made and support we’ve received over the 
years. God’s been there right beside us all the way, 
every day. 

Yours in Christ, Marilyn 
 

Prayer Shawls:  Gethsemane is looking for 

men or women that would be willing to give of their 
time to make Prayer Shawls.  Shawls can be given to  
people for: undergoing medical procedures, as a 
comfort after  a loss or in times of stress; during  
bereavement; prayer or meditation; commitment or 
marriage ceremonies; birthing, nursing a baby;  
during an illness and recover; ministering to others -  
there are endless possibilities.   
     While being made each shawl has been prayed 
over and blessed for the recipient.  The pattern is 
easy to do and patterns are available for you!  If 
you feel that you can help out with this ministry, stop 
by the office to get a copy of the patterns or email 
me Sheila Vandervort at:  vandervort@mchsi.com 
and I will get you started!  They can be crochet,   
knitted or sewed.... 
 

Can You Buy Two?  Did you know that our 

food pantry, located right next to our fenced in 
yard, right outside of Pastor Amy's window, is visited  
each and every day? Did you know that many, many 
people in our area will specifically walk by our   
pantry (and Community Clothesline) to see if anything 
is available? This food pantry has become a        
welcome addition to our neighborhood! 
     When you are at the grocery store, ask yourself, 
"Can you buy two?" Can you buy one for yourself 
and bring a second to the church's food pantry? We 
used to see our grocery cart, by our back door, full 
to the brim with food donations! We are hoping for 
that again in the very near future! Our neighbors 
need our donations. They need some of those basics 
that we sometimes take for granted. Let's fill our 
food pantry AND our grocery cart (to use as a     
reserve) by asking ourselves, "Can you buy two?" 

 

HELP YOUR FAVORITE CAUSES SPRING  

FORWARD THIS MAY 
 

Hope is on the horizon. Many of us are looking forward 
to the spring with hope for renewing the parts of life 
we’ve had to put on hold for the past year. 
Minnesota nonprofits and schools are working hard to help 
keep us healthy, meet basic needs, and gather around 
common goals, interests, and experiences. They are also 
working through the economic crisis of the pandemic to  
ensure they can survive and thrive after a year without 
much of the revenue that makes their work possible. 
 
That’s why GiveMN has decided to host  
SpringForwardMN, a campaign to support nonprofits and 
schools across Minnesota. This statewide fundraiser, taking 
place from May 1-11 on GiveMN.org, is meant to help the 
causes you care about move boldly into whatever comes 
next. 
 
In the next month, we’ll share more about  
SpringForwardMN, including direct opportunities for you 
to support organizations you love and learn how your 
donations could be boosted thanks to $50,000 in bonus 
grant opportunities supported by the Bush Foundation and 
U.S. Bank. 
 
In the meantime, mark your calendars for May 1-11 as a 
time for generosity and supporting Minnesota nonprofits 
and schools as part of SpringForwardMN. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:vandervort@mchsi.com
https://t.e2ma.net/click/iv9affb/yrlmi8/yfwyhzc
https://t.e2ma.net/click/iv9affb/yrlmi8/e8wyhzc
https://t.e2ma.net/click/iv9affb/yrlmi8/u0xyhzc

