
New Series on the Book of Joshua…





Joshua 1:9 (NIV)

“Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”



Introduction…
• Today, we’re reading from Joshua 5-8. 
• After crossing the Jordan River, the Israelites are poised to 

take the land God promised to Abram 470 years earlier. 
• But before they could begin the take-over, they needed to 

set things right with God.
• First, they needed to reaffirm they were God’s covenantal 

people (circumcision).
• Then, they needed to reestablish the Passover feast.



Introduction…
•What does this mean to us today?
• After receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, we must be 

baptized in water, confirming that we belong to God.
• Then, we must continue to seek to be baptized in the Holy 

Spirit. 
• Jesus does this to believers: Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16; Jn 1:33
•We must embrace the Promise of the Father and be Spirit-

filled people.
• Communion reminds us of all Jesus has done for us!



Introduction…
• Communion also reminds us of all Jesus has secured for us 

and our future.
• Joshua 5:11 The day after the Passover, that very day, they 

ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and 
roasted grain. 12 The manna stopped the day after they ate 
this food from the land; there was no longer any manna for 
the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan.
•We must stop “eating” wilderness food and start nourishing 

ourselves with the HOLY SPIRIT’S menu of TRUTHS!



Today’s message…

SOMETIMES WE WIN,
SOMETIMES WE LOSE



1. To live, declare on whose side you’re on. 
• In 5:13-15, Joshua sees “man standing in front of him with a 

drawn sword in his hand.” 
• Joshua asks: “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 
• The man says, “Neither,…but as commander of the army of 

the LORD I have now come.”
• Joshua instantly bowed down in reverence and asked for 

divine instructions. (a Christophany, a pre-incarnate 
appearance of the Son of God)
• The Commander instructs Joshua to remove his sandals 

because he was standing on holy ground!



1. To live, declare on whose side you’re on. 
• In our day, we presume that God should serve us in whatever 

we want.
• It’s true: God does want to bless us, but we must always 

understand that HE is in charge!
• It’s not, “God, are You for me?” 
• It’s God who wants to know if we are with HIM!
• If you want to live, declare yourself to be on God’s side. 
• Humble yourself and ask what HE wants from you!



2. To win, obey His instructions. 
• In 5:14, Joshua asks, “What do You want me to do?”
• In Joshua 6, God gave explicit instructions on how the victory 

over Jericho would be accomplished.
• They were to circle the city once a day, for 6 days, with 

priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant and priests blowing 
trumpets with armed men ahead and behind them. But they 
were not to speak a word.
• On the 7th day, they were to circle the city 7 times, and on 

the 7th time they were to shout!



2. To win, obey His instructions. 
• Joshua also instructed them that everything in the city 

belonged to the Lord, and they were not to take any items as 
plunder or reward.
• The walls of Jericho came tumbling down, and they burned 

everything in the city before the Lord.
• For us today, we are “more than conquerors.” (Rom 8:37) 
• But also Mt 28 says: 19 “Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.”



3. If we lose, the trouble is with us. 
• But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted 

things; Achan son of Karmi,…took some of them. So the 
LORD’s anger burned against Israel. (7:1)
• The Israelites were defeated when they attacked the city of Ai.
• Joshua couldn’t understand why they lost, but God revealed to 

him the reason and what to do to correct the trouble.
• Joshua and the Israelites then attacked again and had victory 

over the city of Ai (Ch 8).



Conclusion…
1. Life in the Spirit is a daily battle to do God’s will.
2. To live, we must align with The Spirit and be empowered.
3. If we lose, we are holding on to something we should let go.
4. To win, we must hold on to God and follow His commands. 

14 “Sacrifice thank offerings to God,
fulfill your vows to the Most High,

15 and call on Me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you will honor Me.”

Psalm 50



SOMETIMES WE WIN,
SOMETIMES WE LOSE. God 

wants you to win!


