
Thriving in Babylon
Wisdom



Daniel 1:19-20 NIV
19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered 
the king’s service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and 
understanding about which the king questioned them, he 
found them ten times better than all the magicians and 
enchanters in his whole kingdom. 



Introduction

•What is wisdom? 
oSkill, cleverness, shrewdness, prudence, ethical understanding  

• Is it possible to be wise in this world? 
• Proverbs 4:7 NIV The beginning of wisdom is this: Get 

wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 
• Let’s study 3 areas in which we must be wise in this 

world…



1. Legalism is unnecessary.

•We already have the Truth. 
• Jesus was “full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  
• R.C. Sproul outlines 3 forms of legalism: 

1) Focusing on God’s laws more than relationship with Him. 
2) Keeping external laws without a truly submitted heart. 
3) Adding human rules to divine laws and treating them as 

divine.  (Christianity.com)



1. Legalism is unnecessary.
• Wisdom is being truly obedient to the Word of God. 
• Wisdom is having a real relationship with God. 
• Don’t pretend: the world is looking authenticity, reality, truth.  
• James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 

gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to 
you. 

• 3:17 The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 
then peace-loving,  considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.



2. Curse is canceled. 
• Wisdom is knowing what God prohibits and what He allows. 
• Daniel 1:17 NIV To these four young men God gave knowledge 

and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And 
Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.  
• Daniel and his 3 friends were educated in Babylon—but they did 

not submit to that information. They stayed faithful to God. 
• We give too much credit to the devil, when in fact, we are 

covered by the blood of Christ! 
• We have power over the enemy and his attacks, in Jesus’ Name!



2. Curse is canceled. 
• Galatians 3:13-14 NASB 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of 

the Law, having become a curse for us— 14 in order that in Christ 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham would come to the Gentiles, so 
that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
• We are blessed – we have the promise – we have faith! 
• 1 John 4:4 NASB Greater is He who is in you than he who is in 

the world. 
• Colossians 4:5 NIV Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 

make the most of every opportunity. 



3. Fear is erased. 
• Daniel operated in wisdom as prescribed in the Proverbs 9:1 –  

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge 
of the Holy One is understanding. 
• Worldly fear grips and limits us; Godly fear releases us to know 

God and live wisely in this world. 
• Don’t be afraid of what Christ has already conquered and 

destroyed.  
• Colossians 2:15 NOGB He stripped the rulers and authorities of 

their power and made a public spectacle of them as He 
celebrated His victory in Christ.



3. Fear is erased. 
• Let worldly fear give way to Godly courage! 
• James 4:7 NIV Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the 

devil, and he will flee from you. 
• The devil is a liar, a deceiver, a thief, a destroyer—and DEFEATED! 
• Live wisely by focusing on God, His love, power and goodness. 
• “Perfect love drives out fear.” (1 John 4:18)



Conclusion…
1. Live wisely in true relationship with God. 
2. Believe wisely in the blessings Christ has given us. 
3. Act wisely in the courage God provided for us in Christ. 
4. The wisest thing anyone can do is to believe in Jesus 

Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
5. Wisdom will guide us to live faithfully in a fallen world.


