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INTRODUCTION  

Welcome to St. Cloud Christian Academy. The following guidelines are intended to give direction and 
understanding of our general goals and standards. Not all operational policies and procedures are 
included within this manual. The administration reserves the right to define certain rules relating to the 
daily school operation and student conduct as individual needs and situations arise as well as reserves 
the right to amend or change the Parent/Student Handbook at any time.  

It is the responsibility of each parent and student to read and understand the handbook. Complete 
attention and cooperation to the described policies are expected.  

Mission Statement  

Our mission is to provide exceptional education based on Biblical truths to produce students who are 
prepared to use their knowledge and abilities effectively to follow God’s plan for their lives. 

Doctrinal Statement  

St. Cloud Community Church is a group of Jesus followers in St. Cloud, Florida dedicated to sharing His 
love and hope with our community.  A great summary of our core beliefs and values can be read on the 
church website at https://stcloudcommunity.org/about-us/we-believe/. 

Philosophy  

St. Cloud Christian Academy, as a ministry of St. Cloud Community Church, is dedicated to a Christ-
centered philosophy of education. We believe that all we do is for God's glory, so we value excellence in 
providing your child the following: 

Quality Education in a Safe Environment  

We value an approach to education that is based on a Jesus-centered worldview. We teach our students 
age-appropriate academic skills and critical thinking as well as commendable social skills so each one 
can thrive as an excellent and productive citizen. We recognize that each student has their own 
academic, social, and emotional strengths and weaknesses and we strive to meet those individual needs 
by focusing attention on learning habits and accomplishments based on truth, what is right, pure, lovely, 
admirable, and excellent. We offer teacher-directed classrooms with student learning that results from 
study, practice, and application as well as reasoning, relating, and critical thinking. 

Opportunities for Success 

St. Cloud Christian Academy places a high priority on achievement. We want our students to be 
successful academically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually. Although your child does not have to be a 
Christian to attend SCCA, the Christian or Jesus-life will be modeled by our teachers and staff. That 
demonstrated lifestyle will, we hope, lead them to the Way of right living. Because we are a Christian 
school, our selected curriculum is fully integrated with Jesus' principles. So, in addition to learning Math, 
Science, Social Studies, Civics, English and Grammar, your child will also learn from the Bible. At          
St. Cloud Christian Academy, we adopt the mission of our church: the community does not have to be a 
part of the church, but the church needs to be a part of the community. Accordingly, your child will have 
frequent opportunities to give back and minister to our community. 

Purpose  

St. Cloud Christian Academy is operated as a ministry of St. Cloud Community Church in St. Cloud, 
Florida. The school was founded to provide a Christian alternative to other private and public schools. All 
subjects are taught from a Biblical worldview encouraging a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, a life 
led by the Holy Spirit, and obedience and surrender to the Word and will of God. SCCA stresses personal 
salvation through Jesus Christ, obedience to the Word and will of God, wholesome Christian living, and 
using our talents and gifts for the glory of God.  

https://stcloudcommunity.org/about-us/we-believe/
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Goal  

The goal of Christian education is to develop, within the framework of the student’s God-given 
personality, potential, and abilities, individuals who are articulate, knowledgeable, and of God-honoring 
character.  

We seek to impart to each student Christian character development, communicative language skills, and 
subject matter in harmony with God’s Truth in the various academic disciplines.  

 

ADMISSIONS  

Non-discrimination policy  

Admission to St. Cloud Christian Academy is open to any student who meets the entrance requirements. 
St. Cloud Christian Academy does not discriminate based on race, color, national and ethnic origin in its 
educational policies, admission policies, athletics, or other school-administered programs.  

Re-enrollment  

Present students may re-enroll for the following year beginning in January of the current year. Re-
enrollment is contingent upon acceptable student grades, achievement and ability test scores, 
attendance, behavior, parental support, and a current financial balance. Final decisions regarding re-
enrollment will be made after all data has been received and evaluated.  

All parents must submit the re-enrollment form online or in person.  

Application procedures  

1. New students may apply & enroll for the following school year beginning in January.  
2. A child enrolling in K3 must be three years old by September 1st. K4 students must be four by 

September 1st. K5 students must be five years old by September 1st. 
3. The student application is to be filled out completely.  

*Please note: If a student has an IEP or 504 plan, please speak with the principal before applying 
to ensure student needs can be met at SCCA.  

4. All forms and a non-refundable Application Fee are submitted to the Admissions Office. 
5. A copy of the child’s birth certificate, immunization record (DH 680 or DH 681), and a school entry 

health form (DH 3040) must be submitted. All immunizations must be up to date. Incoming 7th 
graders will need to have the Tdap immunization before entering school. 

6. If the child is transferring to St. Cloud Christian Academy, a copy of the child’s most recent report 
card and most recent standardized test results must be submitted.  

7. Schedule an entrance exam (not required for K3 & K4) 

Admission procedures  

When the Admissions Office has verified receipt of all necessary documents and registration fee, a family 
meeting with the principal will be held. The parents/guardians and the child are expected to attend the 
meeting. Following the meeting, a decision will be made concerning the acceptance of the student.  
Upon acceptance of the student, the following steps are required for enrollment:  
 

1. Submitting any additional enrollment documents 
2. Signing financial agreement 
3. Creating Praxi Parent Portal account 
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PARENT-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION  

Praxi 

Praxi (app.Praxischool.com) is a web based school communication and data service. St. Cloud Christian 
Academy expects parents/guardians and students to use this service. As a parent/guardian or student, 
Praxi provides the opportunity to:  

• view student grades, read school news, access the school calendar, and see current photos of 
school activities.  

• communicate with a teacher, the school office, or other school personnel.  
• print school documents and forms.  
• access a student's discipline record of infractions and report cards.  

Login and password information is available through the school office.  

Parent-Teacher Conferences  

Parent - Teacher Conferences are held twice during the year. At the end of first quarter and third quarter, 
parents/guardians are asked to pick up their child’s report card during this time. In addition, 
parents/guardians will have opportunity to meet with the administration and meet their child’s teacher for 
an individual conference.   

Parents/guardians are encouraged to request conferences at any time they think it is necessary. If at any 
time there is a question or problem with a teacher, seek to solve the problem with the teacher first. If the 
issue cannot be resolved, contact the principal.  

 

VISITORS  

Parents are welcome to visit. Parents are to plan visits with the administration twenty-four hours prior to 
their visit. Parents and visitors coming to the school, for any reason, are to check in with the school office 
first to sign-in and receive a visitor's pass and sign-out when leaving campus. Please do not go directly to 
any part of the campus or student locations prior to checking in at the school office. Lunches, homework, 
books, etc. may be left in the office to be delivered. Please follow these procedures in order to maintain 
school security and student safety. SCCA will follow laws issued by the state regarding visiting adults on 
campus.  

 

FINANCIAL POLICIES   

Tuition Payments  

Tuition payments may be paid via cash, check, or credit card through Praxi. Parents may contact the 
Admissions Office for directions for each payment option. Tuition may be paid in full (with a discount of 
$500 if paid by May 31st) or in 10 monthly payments. If the monthly payment option is chosen, the first of 
the 10 payments is due July 1st (or day of enrollment if after July 1st). The second payment is due 
September 1st and remaining payments will be due on the first of each month with the last payment due 
May 1st. All monthly payments are due by the end of business day.  If the 1st day of the month falls on the 
weekend, please remit payment the Friday before. Any payment received after the 1st of the month will be 
considered late and will incur a late payment fee of $25. All monthly payments are nonrefundable. 

Tuition payments become delinquent five days after the due date. In this event, SCCA will contact the 
family via mail, telephone, or e-mail. If a delinquent account is not paid or arrangements for payment are 
not made, a student may not be allowed to return to school until the account is current. Students may not 
be allowed to re-enroll for the following year unless accounts are current.  
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Dishonored Payments  

A fee of $30.00 will be applied to an account for any failed auto-debit and failed check payments. This fee 
may accompany additional bank-imposed fees.  

Withdrawal/Dismissal  

Withdrawals from school must be made through the Admissions Office. It is understood that the tuition is 
due and payable until the Admissions Office has approved the withdrawal based on the submission of a 
complete SCCA withdrawal form by the parent/guardian.  

Regarding student withdrawal or dismissal, no Application Fee, Registration Fee, Re-enrollment Fee, or 
Curriculum Fee is refundable. Tuition refund policies:  

1. Tuition paid upfront and in full will receive a 90% refund if withdrawal occurs before the start of 
school. Once school starts, 90% is refunded minus the amount of time the child is enrolled 
(monthly basis).  

2. If tuition has not been paid in full, a $200 early withdrawal fee will be incurred. 

All refunds are based on amounts owed. 

  

FINANCIAL POLICIES (Before/After School Care)  

Payments  

Tuition payments may be paid via cash, check, or credit card through Praxi. Parents may contact the 
Admissions Office for directions for each payment option. Before/After School Care is available to 
enrolled students only. The fee is charged and paid on a weekly basis whether a student is there for one 
day or all week. All payments are due by Friday at the end of the business day for the upcoming week.  
Students may be enrolled in Before-care, After-care, or both.  Students may not be dropped off before the 
starting time of Before-care, 7:15 AM, as no adult supervision will be available. After-care ends at 6:00 
PM. Students not picked up by 6:00 PM will incur a late fee of $1 per minute. 

 

ATTENDANCE  

Absences/Tardiness  

Regular attendance of all students is expected. In case of an absence or tardy, the parent must contact 
the school office. All absences will be considered unexcused until notification has been received from the 
parent. The parent/guardian’s notice should be submitted within forty-eight hours of the absence or tardy. 
Excused absences will be granted according to the following general guidelines:  

• Illness  
• Death or serious illness in the family  
• Medical appointment  
• School approved activity  

Academic Absence Policy  

When a student has an excused absence, he/she will have one day for every day absent to complete the 
work for full credit. Thereafter, the student will lose 10% per graded assignment for every day late. It is 
the student’s responsibility to find out what assignments were missed during his/her absence and to make 
arrangements with teachers to make-up tests and quizzes.  

A student who is absent (excused or unexcused) 10 or more times per semester will fail the class for the 
semester. Students who have 10 absences in any class are placed on Academic Probation.  
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The administration reserves the right to contact truancy officers when students are absent more than five 
days in a semester.  

Tardiness  

A student is considered tardy if not in his/her seat when it is time for class to begin. Unexcused tardiness 
is a discipline matter which receives infractions and may result in detentions or suspension. The parents 
of any student habitually tardy may be scheduled to have a conference with the principal.   

Pre-arranged absences  

A student anticipating an absence for any reason (trip, etc.) should notify the school office so that 
teachers may be informed, and work may be assigned. Parents and students can use Praxi to keep up 
with work that is missed during the absence. Students are to complete and submit all assignments 
missed during the absence.  
 

BEHAVIOR  
Attendance at SCCA is a privilege and not a right. Any student who does not conform to the standards or 
spirit of this institution may forfeit his/her privilege to attend. The administration of SCCA reserves the 
right to discipline or expel any student who, in the opinion of the administration, does not fit into the spirit 
of the school, regardless of whether or not he/she conforms to the specific rules and regulations of the 
school.  

• Students are expected to show respect to all those in authority. Respect is demonstrated through 
language, facial expressions, body language and posture.  

• The use of foul or suggestive language, especially the use of God’s name in vain, either in jest, 
anger, or absent-mindedly, will not be tolerated.  

• Students are to show respect to their fellow students.  
• Stealing will not be tolerated.  
• Students are to show respect for school property by not mutilating, defacing, or otherwise 

damaging the building and its contents, including textbooks. Students and parents will be 
financially responsible to repair any such damage.  

• All students are to be on time for class, in their seat, and ready for class at 8:30 AM. 
• Permission to use an electronic device may be granted by a teacher supervising its use for 

educational purposes. Without such permission, all electronic devices are to be put away in the 
students’ backpacks. Failure to do so will result in an automatic detention and the confiscation of 
their cell phone. A parent will need to pick up the phone in the school office at the end of the 
school day.  

• Students may use their cell phones before school and after school. At all other times, cell phones 
are to be on silent and put away in student backpacks. Phones may not be used to create a 
“hotspot” or “tethered.” The school will not be held liable for missing phones, damages to phones, 
etc. Staff members may give permission to use cell phones when needed. Phones used in 
violation of this policy will result in an automatic detention and the confiscation of the cell phone. 
A parent will need to pick up the phone in the school office at the end of the school day.  

• Headphones/earbuds are not to be used while on school property or participating in a school 
activity (games, field trips, practices, etc.) unless authorized for educational purposes by a staff 
member.  

• Students are expected to respect the property of others. Students should neither be behind the 
teacher’s desk nor disturb items on the desk or podium. Students will respect the property of each 
other by not disturbing or taking anything from another student's backpack or desk.  

• Students are to pick up any trash around their desks and take all personal belongings with them 
at the end of each class.  

• No gum chewing is permitted on the school campus.  
• Students are expected to complete their own work (homework, class assignments, projects, 

quizzes and tests). Cheating is extremely serious and carries severe consequences. A student 
caught cheating will receive zero credit for the assignment. Each offense will be noted in the 
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student's discipline file. The first cheating offense will result in a detention and a conference 
between the principal, the student, and his/her parents/guardians. The second offense will result 
in a suspension; the third offense will result in expulsion. Cheating offenses are carried over from 
year-to-year for as long as a student attends SCCA. In addition, students caught cheating are 
ineligible for academic awards. Students caught cheating will be removed from any leadership 
position for the remainder of the current semester and one additional semester.  

• Any student who smokes, vapes, drinks alcoholic beverages, steals, gambles, or uses drugs 
either at or away from school is subject to expulsion. Under certain circumstances this policy may 
also be extended to include involvement with others who do so.  

• Sexual purity is expected of all students. This includes all areas of life: behavior, language, text 
messaging, email, online posting, and social networking, etc. Public displays of affection (kissing, 
hugging, handholding, etc.) are not appropriate. Students are to abstain from involvement in 
pornography and sexual activity. Students involved in these activities are subject to disciplinary 
action, including expulsion.  

• Any student involved in questionable activities outside of school may be subject disciplinary 
action.  

• Any student involved in illegal activity is subject to expulsion.  

Forbidden Items  

The following articles are not permitted in school:  

• Fireworks  
• Guns, knives, or any weapon (these items will result in an automatic expulsion)  
• Literature inappropriate for biblical morals  
• Pets - Students may not bring pets to school or to any school activity. Exceptions must be 

approved by the administration.  

SCCA reserves the right to search the student’s person and belongings in the event the school suspects 
the student possesses an unapproved item. This search may be conducted without the student’s or the 
parent’s permission.  Registration of the student constitutes parental consent to such searches. 

Staff Offices, Workspaces, and Equipment  

Students are not to enter the staff offices or the staff workroom. Students are not permitted to use office 
equipment including cutting boards, copiers, laminator, etc.  

Use of Office Phones  

Parents/guardians may leave messages for their child(ren) by calling the school office. Students may 
request to have their parent/guardian contacted by the office staff in the event of an emergency.  
 
 

DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES  

K3 & K4  

Teachers will inform the parents of the specific classroom discipline plan at the beginning of each school 
year. When disobedience occurs, the teacher will inform the student of the disobedience and its 
consequences. Penalties increase if disobedience continues. Teachers will communicate with parents 
about their child’s behavior as necessary.  

Elementary & Middle School  

SCCA uses a progression of discipline for minor infractions. Infractions are considered more serious if 
they are repetitive or done with malice.  To encourage more positive behavior and to extend grace, minor 
infractions will not carry over for more than a week to allow students a fresh start. 
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All SCCA staff will follow a progression of discipline for all minor infractions. Changes in the discipline 
progression may be made at the principal’s discretion.   

• 1st offense – verbal warning 

• 2nd offense – time out/loss of privileges 

• 3rd offense – parent contact 

• 4th offense – Principal/student conference  

Detention, suspension, and expulsion will be determined by severity and/or repetitiveness of offense. If a 
student is required to serve detention, parents will be notified given a “Detention Notice” that must be 
signed and returned the next school day.  Parents will also be notified through the Praxi Parent Portal at 
least 24 hours in advance of the detention.  Detentions will be served from 3:45-4:30 PM on assigned 
detention days.  A $15 charge will incur for each detention assigned.  A detention may be rescheduled at 
the written request of a parent.  Any detention not served when scheduled, without administrative 
approval, will result in additional detention, suspension, or disciplinary probation. 

Disciplinary Probation  

Disciplinary Probation means the student will not be allowed to participate in any extra-curricular 
activities, field trips, or other student privileges. A student may also be placed on Disciplinary Probation 
when he/she repeatedly or flagrantly ignores, disobeys, or flaunts school regulations or teacher 
instructions. If a student fails to respond to this action, suspension or expulsion may follow. Disciplinary 
Probation extends to the end of the semester, at which time the student's record is reviewed by the 
administration.  

Suspension/Expulsion Policy 

Unfortunately, there may be times when we must expel a child from our program either on a short-term 
(suspension) or permanent (expulsion) basis. We want you to know we will do everything possible to work 
with the family of the child(ren) to prevent this policy from being enforced. The following are reasons why 
we may have to suspend or permanently expel a child from SCCA: 
 

Immediate Causes for Expulsion: 
• The child is at risk of causing serious injury to other children or himself/herself. 

• Parent threatens physical or intimidating actions toward staff members 

Parental Actions for Child’s Expulsion: 
• Failure to pay/habitual lateness in payments 

• Failure to complete required forms including the child’s physical or immunization records 

• Habitual tardiness when dropping off/picking up your child 

• Physical or verbal abuse toward staff or children 

Child’s Actions for Suspension/Expulsion: 
• Failure of child to adjust after a reasonable amount of time 

• Uncontrollable tantrums/angry outbursts/physical violence 

• Ongoing physical or verbal abuse (to include on social media) toward staff or other children 

• Excessive biting (Preschool) 

• Habitual failure to adhere to school rules 

• Deliberate destruction of school/church property 

• Deliberate false reports (such as fire alarm, firearms, etc.) that may lead to emotional or physical 
injury or to actions taken by authorities 

Actions to Prevent Suspension/Expulsion: 
• Staff will redirect child from negative behavior 

• Staff will assess classroom environment, activities, and supervision 

• Staff will praise appropriate behaviors 

• Staff will consistently apply appropriate consequences for rules 
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• Staff will follow SCCA’s progression of discipline (verbal warnings, time-out/loss of privilege, 
parent contact, Principal/student conference) 

• Parents will be notified in writing of behaviors that might lead to suspension/expulsion 

• The Principal/Director, teacher, and parent/guardian will have conferences to discuss solutions 
toward positive behaviors 

• Parents may be given literature or other resources regarding methods of improving behavior 

• Recommendations may be given for professional counseling services on premises 

• Recommendations may be given for evaluation by local district child study team 

Schedule of Suspension/Expulsion: 
• If remedial actions have not worked, the child’s parent/guardian will be advised verbally and in 

writing of the behavior warranting a suspension or expulsion.  

• The parent/guardian will be informed regarding the length of the suspension/expulsion period. 
Parents will be given 24 hours’ notice for suspension and one to two weeks’ notice for permanent 
expulsion (unless immediate removal of child is necessary for the safety/well-being of others). 

• The parent/guardian will be informed of the expected behavioral changes required for the child to 
return to SCCA, if permitted to return. 

• Failure of the child/parent to satisfy the terms of the plan may result in permanent expulsion from 
SCCA. 
 

LUNCH  

K3 & K4 Lunch  

Preschool students (K3 & K4) will eat in their assigned classroom areas. Parents are asked to pack a 
nutritious lunch that does not require chilling or heating.  K3 & K4 students, like all SCCA students, will be 
expected to help clean up their lunch area.  

Elementary & Middle School Lunch  

Students may eat their lunch in the cafeteria space or may be given permission to eat in the courtyard. 
Parents are asked to send students with a nutritious lunch that does not require chilling or heating.  

The following general guidelines apply to lunchtime:  

• Students are to clean up after themselves.  
• Students are not permitted to leave the campus to purchase their lunch.   

Allergy Information 

SCCA is not a peanut free school.  If your student has any allergies, please make sure to indicate this on 
the application.  We will do our best to work with all students with allergies. 

Parties  

Class parties are held periodically throughout the year. Each teacher will contact the students and 
parents to inform them of the date, activities, location and the food items that are needed for each party. 
We are happy to celebrate and acknowledge student birthdays. Parents may periodically offer treats 
including cake or cupcakes. Arrangement for birthday treats is to be done through the classroom teacher 
at least twenty-four hours in advance. If your child has specific food allergies and requirements, they must 
be clearly listed in your child's file, and we will work together to offer an alternative for such celebrations. 

 

DRESS CODE  

All students at St. Cloud Christian Academy are to be neat and clean in appearance and dress. Clothes 
also need to fit properly (nothing tight, overly baggy, too short, or low cut).  Parents will be notified by 
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administration if a student is not dressed appropriately and will be asked to bring in proper clothing or 
make arrangements to pick their student up from school. 

Our dress code for all students is as follows: 

• Shirts: solid color with a collar (must be polo style or button up) without artwork, logos, or writing 

• Pants:  Khaki colored or dark blue/black (denim is acceptable) with NO holes, tears, excessive 
decoration. Leggings/Jeggings should only be worn under dresses/skirts 

• Shorts:  Khaki colored or dark blue/black (denim is acceptable) – all students’ shorts length must 
follow the fingertips rule 

• Skirts:  Khaki colored or dark blue/black – all students’ skirt length must follow the fingertips rule 
AND must have shorts underneath 

• Dresses:  solid color with a collar, length must follow the fingertips rule, AND must have shorts 
underneath 

• Shoes:  K3-5th grade: gym shoes or tennis shoes so they make actively play and must be closed 
toe and heel 

Middle School: may wear gym shoes or shoes that are closed toe and heel, no heels or 
wedges over 1 inch (must bring appropriate shoes for PE) 

Dress Guidelines for Non-Uniform Days  

Occasionally SCCA sponsors a non-uniform school day. Students do not have to wear uniforms to school 
that day if they are participating in the theme of the day. Students who choose not to participate in the 
theme must be dressed in the school uniform.  

When choosing attire for a non-uniform school day, clothing should be loose fitting and not attract 
inappropriate attention. Examples of inappropriate or unacceptable items include lounge/leisure pants, 
jeans or slacks with holes, and logos or slogans that are contrary to Christian values.  
 

STUDENT SERVICES  

Lost and Found  

Lost and found articles may be claimed from the office before school, during lunch, or after school. 
Unclaimed items will be donated at the end of each quarter.  

Enrichment Services  

Private tutoring and private instrument lessons may be available to students on a limited basis. Please 
check with the school office regarding these opportunities and additional costs. 

 

ACADEMICS  
 

Grading Scale  
Academic grading is based on a percentage of 100%. K3-K5 will be given the grades O, S, and N. 

 

 

A 90-100 

B 80-89 

C 70-79 

D 60-69 

F 0-59 



SCCA Parent Student Handbook 

Page 13 
Revised April 2022 

 

 

Annual Testing 

All students are expected to be in school on annual testing days unless ill or exempted from the exam. 
Annual testing is required for SCCA to be able to accept scholarships. We will be testing using the Iowa 
Assessment for Elementary and Middle School except where state tests are required for high school 
credit. 

Academic Warning/Probation  

Elementary and secondary students will be placed on Academic Warning for the next grading period 
when at the end of a nine-week grading period they have earned two D’s, one or more F’s, or a GPA that 
falls under a 2.0 at the quarter grading periods.  

Elementary and secondary students will be placed on Academic Probation for the next grading period 
when at the end of the nine-week Academic Warning period they’ve continued to earn two D’s, one or 
more F’s, or a GPA that falls under a 2.0 at the quarter grading periods. Any student with two or more F’s 
is automatically placed on Academic Probation.  

Students on Academic Warning or Probation will be requested to join in tutoring services provided by 
SCCA or other tutoring services with statement in writing. 

After being placed on Academic Probation for two consecutive quarters, a final decision as to whether a 
student will be allowed to continue as an SCCA student will be made on a case-by-case basis.  

Curriculum  

SCCA uses textbooks from BJU Press publishers for most classes/subjects. St. Cloud Christian Academy 
places a strong emphasis on the Bible and the spiritual welfare of the student. In addition to the 
curriculum being taught with a biblical worldview perspective, each student has Bible class daily and 
chapel services are held weekly. Reading is taught through the use of phonics and critical thinking. 
Accuracy and application are emphasized in math. Writing, grammar, history, science, penmanship, and 
spelling are also subjects taught at the school daily.  

Enrichment programs are available to the students. SCCA, as a ministry of St. Cloud Community Church, 
strongly emphasizes serving others in our community.  Students will be involved in electives, such as 
gardening and sewing, that will allow them to learn skills that may then be used in community service 
projects.  All students are expected to participate in at least one community service project per semester. 

Textbooks  

Print textbooks and worktexts are purchased by the student each year. Students are asked to keep 
textbooks in good shape and to have them daily at school.  If a textbook or worktext is not brought to 
school for more than two days, students will be billed for the replacement price of a new 
textbook/worktext. 

Parents may purchase an e-textbook at the start of the school year or purchase a digital copy for 
themselves at any time.  

Technology Equipment  

SCCA has a mobile computer cart for classroom use. Although SCCA provides middle school students 
the use of laptops, students are encouraged to bring their own computers or tablets for classroom use 
when needed.  
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Technology Policy  

St. Cloud Christian Academy is committed to teaching the effective and responsible use of technology. 
Technology is considered, but not limited to, computers, tablets, audio/visual devices, gaming devices, 
phones, and other wired/wireless electronic devices. Policies are enforceable for both school owned 
devices and personal devices. SCCA makes every effort to provide a safe environment for learning with 
technology. Parents are encouraged to discuss and monitor the responsible use of technology and 
Internet safety with their child(ren).  Please review the attached Technology Policy with your child and 
sign stating parents and children understand the policies. 

Homework  

While it is not a common practice of SCCA to require homework, there are times when it may be 
necessary.  St. Cloud Christian Academy believes in students being able to enjoy family time outside of 
the school day. However, there may be occasions, such as when a project is assigned or when extra 
practice is needed, that a student will need to complete an assignment at home.  Each student’s teacher 
will provide their class homework policy that aligns with SCCA policies.  All students are expected to read, 
or be read to, each night for 10-30 minutes depending on grade level. 

Physical Education 

All students will be expected to participate in PE.  If your child is unable to participate in PE due to health 
reasons, a written letter must be submitted to the front office. 

K3, K4, and K5 Programs 

SCCA offers full day kindergarten programs. 

K3 is for students who turn three by September 1 of the current school year. Students turning three by 
September 1 will not be required to take an entrance exam to enroll into the K3 program. K4 is for 
students who turn four by September 1 of the current school year. Students turning four by September 1 
will not be required to take an entrance exam to enroll into the K4 program. K5 is for students who turn 
five by September 1 of the current school year. Students turning five by September 1 will be required to 
take an entrance exam to enroll into kindergarten. 

The kindergarten programs are academic with an emphasis on Bible, phonics, reading, writing, and 
numbers. Students have daily PE and recess times. Both K3 & K4 classes also have a nap/quiet time 
after lunch. The school will supply a mat for nap/quiet time.  Students may bring a small blanket or towel 
for nap, but no toys from home are permitted except for special occasions with advance notice from the 
teacher. 

K5 Graduation is held at the end of each school year for all students being promoted to the first grade. 

Community Service Requirements 

To encourage students to be attentive to the needs of others, and to willingly meet those needs, all 
students are required to participate in one community service project per semester. All community service 
activities must meet the following requirements: 

• Service must meet a genuine need: mission trips; service to one's church; helping children, 
elderly, poor, disadvantaged, or disabled; community service in parks or work with other service 
organizations. 

• Service should be done for those other than immediate family members (although serving our 
families is also encouraged). 

• Students are to receive no compensation for service hours. 

Report Cards and Progress Reports 

Grades are given to inform parents of their child’s progress. The academic grade is based upon the 
actual work done on classwork, quizzes, tests, exams, projects, reports, etc. 



SCCA Parent Student Handbook 

Page 15 
Revised April 2022 

Report cards will be sent home at the end of every nine weeks. Progress reports are issued halfway 
through the quarter. Student grades can be viewed on Praxi at any time. Parents are welcome to use 
school computers to view grades. 

In addition to letter grades, students are also given teacher comments. These comments are a descriptor 
of the student’s work habits, abilities, struggles, successes, etc., providing a broader picture of the 
student’s progress. 

EMERGENCIES 

School Closings 

For potential school closure due to bad weather or other unforeseen circumstances, please check Praxi 
Parent Portal, sccasharks.org, Remind, or listen to your local television or radio newscasts for information 
pertaining to SCCA. 

Student Illness/Accident 

If a student becomes ill or is injured while at school, the office will notify the parent/guardian. If the 
parent/guardian cannot be contacted, the person listed on the registration form as the emergency contact 
will be notified. No student will be allowed to remain at school who has a temperature of 101° or more, is 
vomiting, has signs of head lice, or has any other potentially contagious disease or sickness. Any student 
who has been sent home for signs of head lice must be checked by authorized school personnel before 
the student is readmitted to the classroom. Any child sent home because of vomiting must remain out of 
school for a minimum of twenty-four hours. Any child sent home because of fever must be fever free for at 
least twenty-four hours without the use of medication before returning to school. 

 

ARRIVAL / DEPARTURES 

School Hours 

All classes meet Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. K3 &K4 parents must initial the 
check in sheet when dropping off their student. All students should be picked up before 3:45 p.m. 
Wednesday is an early release day for all students. Students release at 2:30 p.m. 

Before School Care services are available for students from 7:15 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. After School Care 
services are available from 3:45 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Early Departure 

Any student leaving school before the end of the school day, must check out through the school office. An 
adult, on the student contact list, must sign the “Early Dismissal” sheet for the student leaving early. Once 
a student is dismissed early, he/she is not to remain on campus or return to the campus without checking 
in through the office. 

K3 & K4 Student Departure 

All K3 & K4 students will remain in their assigned classroom until picked up by their parents/guardians.  
Parents must initial check out of their student before they can be released. Students will only be released 
to the parent or person identified on the student’s contact list.   If there is a change to the “Authorization,” 
please notify the office who will then notify the teacher. Teachers will personally dismiss each student. 

Elementary and Middle School Student Departure 

Car riders: Students will line up in the breezeways by grade level and be dismissed by their teachers. In 
the event of rain, classes will remain in the cafeteria or sanctuary until called on the radio. Teachers will 
stay with their classes until 3:45 p.m. After 3:45 p.m., remaining students will be taken to After School 
Care in the cafeteria. Those students not registered for After School Care will be charged the weekly rate. 
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Parents must sign students out from the supervising staff member. Students should be picked up no later 
than 6:00 p.m. 

Walkers/Bike Riders: Walkers and bike riders will be released at the end of the day and should not be 
on campus after 3:45 p.m.  In the event of heavy rain or lightning, students will remain on campus until 
parents are able to pick them up. 


