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WHEN GOD’S SANCTUARY IS DESOLATE

"Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of Thy servant, and his 
supplications, and cause Thy face to shine upon Thy sanctuary 

which is desolate, for the Lord's sake" (Dan. 9:17).
Daniel 9 is one of the great prayers of the Bible. 

Daniel is praying that God will keep His word and bring His people 
out of captivity, according to the word of the prophet Jeremiah 

(9:2). However, Daniel understands that he is asking for something 
that, humanly speaking, seems impossible. 

The people of God were in captivity because of their sin, scattered 
throughout the nations. And God's temple, the symbol of God's 
presence among His people was broken down and destroyed. It 

was, as Daniel puts it, desolate.
But here is great encouragement. No matter how desolate God's 

kingdom and cause seem to be, it is, in God's good providence, but 
one prayer away from restoration. Even though the children of 
Israel had absolutely no power, humanly speaking, and were 

dominated by the great Empires of the time, God did fulfill His word 
which He promised to Jeremiah, and He did answer the prayer 

which Daniel prayed. 
The temple was rebuilt, God's people did return, and years later, 

the Messiah was born in the land of Israel that in Daniel's time was 
in such dire straits.

I know that when we look around today, it is easy to become 
discouraged. God's people seem to be so divided, and the enemies 

of the church seem to be so empowered. But let us never forget 
that however desolate God's cause may seem to be, God can 
never and will never forsake His people, His church, and His 

cause.
 The gates of hell will never prevail against it (Mt. 16:18). 

We are, if God wills, just one prayer away from revival and 
restoration. 

Remember that and be encouraged!
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Don’t just attend… 
Get plugged in!

The staff of Desert Hills Baptist Church is 
              committed to being available to assist you. 

  If you have a general or specific need, please
  contact us through the church website or 

 telephone.
Go to our WebSite to contact a staff member below 

 R. Scott Hocker, Pastor
Lana Roache, Pastoral Assistant/Chief AdministrativeOfficer 

Kim Hocker, Pastoral Assistant/Office Manager
 Dave Brown, Communications Director

Bill Hughes, IT Ministry
Roger Johnson/ Head of Security

Cara Bergen, Sunday School & Education Ministry
Dr. GeorgeAnn Rice, Sr. Adult Teacher

Andrew Bergen, Deacon/ Experienced Adults
Shannon Ackerman, Deacon/ Young Families
Dan Schweisthal,  College & Career Minister

Zach Hocker,  Deacon/ Youth Ministry
Don & Gail Sanders, Sr. Adult Ministry

 Lana Roache, Worship Ministry, Women’s Ministry
Ray Martinez, Men’s Ministry

Princess Walters, Preschool Ministry
Kim Derrick, Childrens Ministry

Nancy Jones, PALS (Widow’s Ministry)
Jeff & Nancy Boes, Grief Share Ministry

Lena Barrios, Food Pantry
Kim  Gillespie, Domestic Resource Liason

DEACON OF THE WEEK
5/17-5/23

Shannon Ackerman

Sunday 5/17
8:45 am

*Choir / Music Practice
9:30 am - 10:30 am
*Sunday School -

 ALL Ages
10:40 am
*Worship

Wednesday 5/20
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
(Members only)

*Prayer Warriors
6:30 pm

*Worship/Discipleship

Thursday 5/21
11:00 am
*PALS
5:00 pm

*Choir Practice

Friday 5/22
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

*Food Pantry

Saturday 5/23
9:30 am

KKVV 1060 am
“The Unashamed”
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

*Preschool 
Teacher Training


