
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friedens Evangelical Lutheran Church 
28983 – 181st Avenue | New Prague, MN 56071 

Church:  (952) 758-2828 | Website:  EFriedens.com 

Pastor Henry Koch 

 

Welcome to Worship! 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

 
 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the rest of the past 
night and for the gift of a new day with its 

opportunities for pleasing you.  Grant that we may 
pass its hours in the freedom of your service and, 

when evening comes, give you thanks again. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes About Your Visit 

 

• Worship programs are available in large print.  They 

are located in the basket with the regular programs. 

 

• Restrooms are in the north hallway, by the double glass 

entry doors, as well as in the basement.  The church park 

has restrooms north of the Pavilion. 

 

Worship Services
 

 

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. | Tuesday: See Church Calendar | Saturday: Noon 



THE SERVICE, Setting One 
July 4 & 5, 2026 

 

 

 

 

HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Note:  This hymn was written by Francis Scott Key in 1832 for a 4th of July 
celebration.  Key was a devout Christian layman, Sunday School teacher and a leading 
advocate for Sunday schools.  He is best known for writing our national anthem. 



STAND  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have 
sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.   

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

I have not loved others as I should. 

I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent 
suffering and death. 

Trusting in him, I pray:  God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He 
sent his only Son Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ, and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 
 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 
the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray 
to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Our fathers’ God, to thee, 
Author of liberty, 
To thee we sing; 

 Long may our land be bright 
With freedom’s holy light; 
Protect us by thy might, 

Great God, our King. 
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The Word 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and 
direct the affairs of this world so that your Church may 
worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Be Seated 
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First Reading 

Exodus 3:1-15 (Evangelical Heritage Version)  
 

God Appears to and Calls Moses 
 

Now Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-
in-law, a priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of 
the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2The 
Angel of the LORD appeared to him in blazing fire from within a 
bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire, but the bush was 
not burning up. 3So he said, “I will go over and look at this 
amazing sight—to find out why the bush is not burning up.” 

 
4When the LORD saw that Moses had gone over to take a 

look, God called to him from the middle of the bush and said, 
“Moses! Moses!” 

 
Moses said, “I am here.” 
 
5The LORD said, “Do not come any closer. Take your sandals 

off your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy 
ground.” 6He then said, “I am the God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 

 
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
 
7The LORD said, “I have certainly seen the misery of my 

people in Egypt, and I have heard their cry for help because of 
their slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. 8So I have 
come down to deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians and 
to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, 
to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9Now indeed, the Israelites’ cry for 
help has come to me. Yes, I have seen how the Egyptians are 
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oppressing them. 10Come now, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

 
11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to 

Pharaoh, and that I should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
 
12So he said, “I will certainly be with you. This will be the sign 

to you that I have sent you: When you have brought the people 
out of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain.” 

 
13But Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to 

them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they 
ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I say to them?” 

 
14So God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He also said, 

“You will say this to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.” 
 
15God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: ‘The LORD, 

the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my name 
forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from 
generation to generation.’ 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 

Acts 9:1-22 (EHV)  Jesus Appears to and Calls Saul 
 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 
against the disciples of the Lord. He went to the high priest 2and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if 
he found any men or women belonging to the Way, he might 
bring them to Jerusalem as prisoners. 
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3As he went on his way and was approaching Damascus, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting me?” 

 
5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” 
 
He replied, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get 

up and go into the city, and you will be told what you need to 
do.” 

 
7The men traveling with him stood there speechless. They 

heard the voice but did not see anyone. 
 
8They raised Saul up from the ground, but when he opened 

his eyes, he could not see anything. They took him by the hand 
and led him into Damascus. 9For three days he could not see, 
and he did not eat or drink. 

 
Ananias Is Sent to Saul 

 
10There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 

said to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 
 
He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 
 
11The Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called 

Straight, and at the house of Judas ask for a man from Tarsus 
named Saul. In fact, at this very moment he is praying. 12In a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he can regain his sight.” 

 
13Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many people 

about this man and how much harm he did to your saints in 
Jerusalem. 14And he has authority here from the chief priests to 
arrest all who call on your name.”  
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15The Lord said to him, “Go! This man is my chosen 
instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the people of Israel. 16Indeed, I will show him how much he 
must suffer for my name.” 

 
17Ananias left and entered the house. Laying his hands on 

Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom you saw on 
your way here, has sent me so that you may see again and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
18Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and 

he could see again. He got up and was baptized. 19And after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 
Saul (Paul) Proclaims Jesus 

 
Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several 

days. 20Immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

 
21All who heard him were amazed and said, “Isn’t this the 

one who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on 
this name? Didn’t he come here for this very purpose: to bring 
them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22But Saul continued to 
get stronger and kept confounding the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Stand 

Gospel Acclamation - Setting 1 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11241921 

 

Gospel 
John 21:15-19 (EHV) 
 

15When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” 

 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I care about 

you.” 
 
Jesus told him, “Feed my lambs.” 
 
16A second time Jesus asked him, “Simon, son of 

John, do you love me?” 
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He said, “Yes, Lord, you know that I care about you.” 
 
Jesus told him, “Be a shepherd for my sheep.” 
17He asked him the third time, “Simon, son of John, 

do you care about me?” 
 
Peter was grieved because Jesus asked him the third 

time, “Do you care about me?” He answered, “Lord, 
you know all things. You know that I care about you.” 

 
“Feed my sheep,” Jesus said. 18“Amen, Amen, I tell 

you: When you were young, you dressed yourself and 
went wherever you wanted. But when you are old, you 
will stretch out your hands, and someone else will tie 
you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 

 
19Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by 

which Peter would glorify God. After saying this, he told 
him, “Follow me.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be Seated  

 

CHILDREN’S 

LESSON 
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Hymn of the Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregation Sings Verses in This Order:  1, 4, 6, 13, 3 
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Confession of St. Peter 

4.  We praise you, Lord, for Peter, So eager and so bold, 

Thrice failing, yet repentant, Thrice charged to feed your fold. 
Lord, make your pastors faithful To guard your flock from harm, 
And hold them when they waver With your almighty arm. 
 

Conversion of St. Paul 

6. Praise for the light from heaven And for the voice of awe; 

Praise for the glorious vision The persecutor saw. 
O Lord, for Paul’s conversion We bless your name today. 
Come, shine within our darkness, And guide us in the way. 
 

St. Peter and St. Paul 

13.  We praise you for St. Peter; We praise you for St. Paul. 

They taught both Jew and Gentile That Christ is all in all. 
To cross and sword they yielded And saw the kingdom come; 
O God, your two apostles Reached life through martyrdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 



SERMON 

STAND 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING (Kindly fill out the red Friendship Registers.  Thanks.) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

THE NATION 

Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and 
enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand. We come before you today 
in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its people. 

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to 
serve you without fear. 

You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the 
beauty of forest and mountain, and the marvels of medicine and 
science. 

For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 

Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished 
liberties. Enable our leaders to govern with wisdom, honesty, 
courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed forces 
and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities. 

Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the 
common good. 

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. 
Bless our fields that they may produce abundant harvests. Guard 
us from calamities of nature and accident, and spare our land from 
the ravages of disease and epidemic. 

Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands 
and wives to love each other, parents to nurture their children, 
young adults to assume responsibility, and children to show 
respect.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 

Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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The Sacrament 

Preface 

 

 

 

 

Participation in the Lord’s Supper 

 

At Friedens Lutheran Church, we believe that participation in the Lord’s Supper is both a 
confession of faith and an expression of our unity in that faith.  When you commune with 
us, you are saying that you agree with our teachings about the Lord’s Supper and all the 
other teachings of the Bible.  If you have never communed with us before, we ask that 
you speak with our Pastor to learn how you can establish a communing fellowship with 
us.  We are eager to enjoy that fellowship with you!  
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns forever in perfect unity with you and the Holy Spirit as one 
God and one Lord. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, 
whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger 
of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well 
pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his 
hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in 
you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that 
you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. 
Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that 
we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify 
and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Words of Institution 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 
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Distribution  
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Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
His mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with 
this saving gift.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our 
faith in you and increase our love for one another.  We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 
Blessing 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

America the Beautiful 
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain, For purple mountain 
majesties Above the fruited plain! America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea! 
  
O beautiful for pilgrim feet Whose stern impassioned stress, A thoroughfare for 
freedom beat Across the wilderness! America! America! God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law! 

  
By Katherine Lee Bates; (1859-1929) Inspired by a trip to Pikes Peak in 1893, Katherine Lee Bates 
wrote the poem America the Beautiful. Her poem first appeared in print on July 4, 1895 in The 
Congregationalist, a weekly journal. Ms. Bates revised the lyrics in 1904 and again in 1913.  

Independence Day 
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CLOSING HYMN  
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USHER SCHEDULE FOR JULY 2026 

DATE TEENS ADULTS 

July 5, 2026 Mikkala Quickle Kameron Quickle Duane Jirik Justin Storlie 

July 12, 2026 Mason Storlie Ethan Paler Gary 
Grassmann 

Bruce Nelson 

July 19, 2026 Mikkala Quickle Kameron Quickle Jeff Heine Joe Stahl 

July 26, 2026 Mason Storlie Ethan Paler Dean Cornelius Willard Rancour 

 
Thank you for serving as an Usher, as you guide and help worshipers in God’s House! 

 

 

What’s Coming Up at Friedens?  

 
 
 

 

Sunday, July 5 

 
     

Worship (Communion) 
Coffee Time 
Bible Study 
OUTREACH MEETING (by Fireplace)  

9:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. 

 Monday, July 6 
Office Closed 

  

Tuesday, July 7 
Office Closed 

  

Wednesday, July 8 
Office Closed 

Pastor’s “Drop-In” 
Consultation Times: 

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
7:15 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

 

Bible Study 
Games 
 

9:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, July 9 
Office Closed 
 

COMBO ELDERS/EXEC. COUNCIL MTG. 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, July 10   

Saturday, July 11 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Worship 

 

8:00 a.m. 
Noon 

Sunday, July 12 

 
     

Worship  
Bible Study 
 

9:00 a.m. 
10:15 a.m. 

 Monday, July 13 
 

  

Tuesday, July 14 
 

Worship at Mala Strana 
Worship 

11:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

Last Week’s Attendance   
Saturday (06/27/26):     27 

Sunday (06/28/26):   41 
Total:   68 


