
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Blessed be  
the Lord God of Israel; 

for he hath visited  
and redeemed his people, 

And hath raised up an 

horn of salvation  
for us  

in the house of his 
servant David; . . .” 

 

 
Luke 1:68-70 

 



Friedens Evangelical Lutheran Church 
28983 – 181st Avenue | New Prague, MN 56071 

Church:  (952) 758-2828 | Website:  EFriedens.com 

Pastor Henry Koch 

 

Welcome to Worship! 

 
 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

 
 

 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 

seek to be consoled, as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand; 

To be loved, as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes About Your Visit 

 

• Worship programs are available in large print.  They 

are located in the basket with the regular programs. 

 

• Restrooms are in the north hallway, by the double glass 

entry doors, as well as in the basement.  The church park 

has restrooms north of the Pavilion. 

 

Worship Services
 

 

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. | Tuesday: See Church Calendar | Saturday: Noon 



THE SERVICE, Setting One 

 

December 6 & 7, 2025 

 

  

HYMN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

322 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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STAND 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 

not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive 

us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have 

sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.   

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

I have not loved others as I should. 

I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent 

suffering and death. 

Trusting in him, I pray:  God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He sent his 

only Son Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for 

the sins of the whole world.  Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ, and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

2 



Lord, Have Mercy 
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The Word 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  
By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on 
our path through the darkness of this world; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be Seated 

 

First Reading 

Deuteronomy 18:15-22 (Evangelical Heritage Version)  
 

A Prophet from Their Own Brothers 
 

15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among you, from your brother Israelites. 
Listen to him. 

 
16That is exactly what you asked from the LORD your 

God at Horeb on the day of the assembly. You said, 
“Do not let me hear the voice of the LORD my God 

4 



anymore, and do not let me see this great fire again, or 
I will die.” 

 
17Then the LORD said to me, “They have done well 

by saying what they said. 18I will raise up a prophet for 
them from among their brothers, like you, and I will 
put my words in his mouth, and he will speak to them 
everything that I command him. 19Anyone who will not 
listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my 
name, I myself will call him to account. 20Any prophet 
who presumes to speak something in my name that I 
have not commanded him to speak or who speaks 
something in the name of other gods—that prophet 
shall die.” 

 
21What if you ask yourselves, “How can we know 

that the LORD has not spoken that word?” 22If a 
prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, and the thing 
does not come about and does not come true, 
the LORD has not spoken that word. The prophet has 
spoken it presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him. 
 

---------------------------------------- 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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 954 Blessed Be the God of Israel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11241921 
Tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 The Value of the Holy Scriptures 
 

10But you have faithfully followed my teaching, my 
way of life, my purpose, my faith, my patience, my 
love, my steadfast endurance, 11my persecutions, my 
sufferings—the kind that happened to me in Antioch, 
Iconium, and Lystra, the kind of persecutions I 
endured—and the Lord rescued me from all of 
them. 12Indeed, everyone who wants to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13while evil people 
and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving 
and being deceived. 

 
14As for you, continue in the things you have 

learned and about which you have become convinced. 
You know from whom you learned them 15and that 
from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God breathed and 
is useful for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, and 
for training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God 
may be complete, well equipped for every good work. 

 
--------------------------------------- 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Stand 

Gospel Acclamation - Setting 1 
 

 

 
 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11241921 

 
Gospel 
Luke 1:67-80 Zechariah’s Hymn of Praise 
 

67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and prophesied: 
68Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, 
because he has visited us and prepared redemption for 
his people. 
69He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David, 
70just as he said long ago through the mouth of his 
holy prophets. 
71He raised up salvation from our enemies and from 
the hand of all who hate us, 
72in order to show mercy to our fathers by 
remembering his holy covenant, 
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73the oath which he swore to Abraham our father, 
74to grant deliverance to us from the hand of our 
enemies, 
so that we are able to serve him without fear, 
75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most 
High, because you will go before the Lord to prepare 
his ways, 77to give his people the knowledge of 
salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of God’s tender mercies, 
by which the Rising Sun from on high will visit us, 
79to shine on those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 
 

80The child continued to grow and became strong in 
spirit. He lived in the wilderness until the day of his 
public appearance to Israel. 
  
  

-------------------------------------------- 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

Be Seated  

 

 

CHILDREN’S LESSON 
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Hymn of the Day 

 

 

SERMON 

 

STAND 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING (Kindly fill out the red Friendship Registers.  Thanks.) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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The Sacrament 

Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participation in the Lord’s Supper 

 

At Friedens Lutheran Church, we believe that participation in the Lord’s 

Supper is both a confession of faith and an expression of our unity in that 

faith.  When you commune with us, you are saying that you agree with 

our teachings about the Lord’s Supper and all the other teachings of the 

Bible.  If you have never communed with us before, we ask that you 

speak with our Pastor to learn how you can establish a communing 

fellowship with us.  We are eager to enjoy that fellowship with you!  
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John 

the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and 

pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus 

Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the 

messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him 

you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, 

he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal 

death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that 

you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and 

blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith 

so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, 

we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.   

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Words of Institution 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 
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Distribution  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 



Stand 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
His mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving 
gift.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 
increase our love for one another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 
Blessing 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN REQUEST (This song is a precious memory of Daisy Babione’s as it 
reminds her of her loved ones.  Her husband Rob sang this song at her mother’s funeral 
on this day years ago.) 
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What’s Coming Up  

 at Friedens?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 7 
*Christmas Eve Children’s Service 
Practice After Sunday School!   
11:05 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 

Worship (Communion) 

Christmas Decorating  
(See Will & Brenda Rancour) 
Coffee Time 
Sunday School* 
Bible Study 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MTG.  

9:00 a.m. 
After Worship 

 
10:00 a.m. 
10:10 a.m. 
10:30 p.m. 

11:15 a.m.. 

Monday, December 8 
 
 

OUTREACH MEETING 
 

6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 9 
 
 
 
 

Worship at Mala Strana 
Choir  

11:00 a.m. 
7:15 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 10 
Pastor’s Office Hours-- 
10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Games 
5 & 6 Catechism 
7 & 8 Catechism 
Advent Service 
Snacks & Games  

9:00 a.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
5:40 p.m. 
7:15 p.m. 

After Worship  

Thursday, December 11 
 
 
 

LADIES AID MEETING 
EXEC. COUNCIL MEETING 

1:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

Friday, December 12 
 

 

  

Saturday, December 13 Men’s Bible Study 
Worship 

8:00 a.m. 
Noon 

Sunday, December 14 
*Christmas Eve Children’s Service 
Practice After Sunday School!   
11:05 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 

Worship  
Sunday School* 
Bible Study  

9:00 a.m. 
10:10 a.m. 
10:15 p.m. 

Monday, December 15 
 
 

  

Tuesday, December 16 
 
 
 
 

Choir 
 

7:15 p.m. 

Last Week’s Attendance   
Saturday (11/29/25):    10 

Sunday (11/30/25):  67   
Total:  77 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church Members: 
 

In light of the response we received for more church events 
(from our congregational survey), the church Elders and 
Council realized we have to be more prepared with having 
our volunteer teams in place prior to the new year.  We are 
asking our members to please see the new “VOLUNTEER” 
wall (across from the literature table) and sign up to be a 
volunteer for an event or two.  Go ahead and just feel 
free to fill up those sign-up sheets!  Then, we can keep 
having our wonderful events we enjoy so much. 
  
THE NEW PLAN PER THE COUNCIL:  Before the new 
year (2026), we’ll see how many volunteers we have signed 
up.  If we have all the volunteers we need for an event 
by December 31, 2025, that event will be included in the 
2026 Special Events Schedule.  Sadly, if we do not get any 
or enough volunteers signed up by the Deadline  
(December 31, 2025), that event will not be included in the 
2026 Special Events Schedule.  
 

Please Note:  At any time, if anyone would like to host an 
event, they can always go to the Elders and ask.   

 

Please and thank you! 
 
 

 

UPDATE:  We’re doing pretty well with filling our volunteer spots for 

church events; however, we still need some volunteers—especially to sign 

up to bring snacks, etc., for the New Year’s Eve Party.  Please take 

a peek, also, at our Volunteer Wall for 2026.  Thank you! 
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Hello Church Family! 

 

Do you hear what I hear?  Haul out the holly . . . 

we are planning on decorating the church and 

Fellowship Hall on December 7, after the church 

service.  If you’d like to help, you can just show up 

and do some Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree.   

 

Thanks, in advance, for your help— 

And Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas 

 . . . and a Silent Night! 

 

(Please Ask the Decorating Leaders for Guidance: 

Will & Brenda Rancour.) 

 

Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow! 
 


