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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR: 

 

Youth Rally: Do You See the Opportunity to Grow? 
 

WELS teens ranging from those confirmed in spring 
2022 through graduating high school are invited to 
the WELS International Youth Rally June 28 
through July 1, 2022.  The rally will be at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, with the theme 
“Here & Now.”  Early bird registration runs March 
8 through May 31 and costs $375.  We can work 
with other congregations to perhaps share 
transportation costs, as we have in the past.  

Friedens has in the past also been generous in assisting youth toward the costs of mission trips and youth rallies. 
 
The rally features Christ-centered worship and presentations, in an atmosphere of thousands of fellow confessional 
Lutheran teenagers.  A Christian congregation can support the training of young disciples by offering spiritually rich 
activities like these and helping toward the cost to attend.  In the six months before the rally, we can also help our 
teens become more involved in the life of the congregation by intentionally including them in our work here.   
 
It is possible for a believer to show up for services and go home every week without thinking of how many other 
people’s efforts are needed behind the scenes.  The pastor and organist are the most visible parts of the worship, but 
how many others helped, too?  If the sidewalks and steps get snow, like the 12” we had December 10-11 (hours 
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before Christmas for Kids), people come to shovel and blow snow.  The paraments and banners change with the 
seasons; when Christmas ends and Epiphany begins, many volunteers are needed to take down decorations.  
Communion set up and clean up is necessary twice a month.  We would like to have greeters at our entrances, so that 
all who come are welcomed with cheer and love the moment they set foot in the church (and when weather warms, 
it would be ideal to also have greeters outside as people walk up).  There are plans to create a welcome & 
refreshment area right inside our double glass doors, but whether we maintain refreshments there before services, or 
have coffee and bakery just during Bible class, it takes volunteers to make the coffee, or bake or deliver the bakery 
goods.  As we resume using pew registries, there are volunteers who gather the names of guests from those booklets 
and our guest book, so we can follow up with a thank you card and assist the pastor in knowing whom to contact. 
After the service, children go to classrooms where volunteer teachers have studied and prepared Bible lessons. 
 
In short, a healthy, vibrant Sunday morning requires at least a half dozen volunteer groups or individuals, beyond the 
pastor and musicians.  What is the average age of our volunteers?  For some positions, it is grandmothers and great-
grandmothers.  We thank God for these faithful servants, but we also need to train young people to serve, and give 
them meaningful ways to serve Christ and one another.  In January of past years, the chairman and secretary have 
worked together to form a list matching members to serve on at least one committee each year, but this has typically 
only included adults: Easter breakfast, Hog Roast Sunday set up and meal, Mission Festival Potluck, Christmas 
Decorating and Undecorating.  Your pastor asks the congregation to find ways to include (assign and train and share 
with) our older children in service.  This change may involve teens on both the once-a-year committees and in the 
weekly before & after Sunday service tasks.   
 
Involving youth often takes more time than simply doing a task oneself. Training a young Christian means not only 
doing the task with someone at first shadowing you, it also requires communication and coordinating with the teen, 
patience, repetition, modeling the correct behavior, offering loving correction when needed, and lots of 
encouragement.  
 
But we right now have teens who understand in part how a congregation can benefit them.  Some of them look for 
financial help with a Youth Rally, and Friedens wants to help them.  We can give them more than they even realize: 
not only funds, but also training and a sense of belonging to a body of believers and being a blessing to others.  Let’s 
take advantage that some teens are already excited about being able to attend a rally but are concerned about being 
able to afford to go.  They will welcome the congregation’s help, and understand if they are asked to serve, too.  
While they lack dollars, they have time and energy to serve.   
 
As we have requested every healthy member to serve at Friedens either weekly, or at least once a year, or both, let’s 

make 2022 the year we also 
organize all of our teens as 
they become confirmed, to 
be given tasks and training 
to be part of gospel ministry 
here.  Even if they do not 
attend a rally, they can be 
trained to be part of 
something bigger—an 
important part of the body 
of Christ and a local 
community of believers. 
 

HOARFROST ON THE TREES FRAME THE CHURCH AND DECORATE THE CEMETERY ON A BEAUTIFUL DECEMBER DAY 

(Pastor took advantage of some great photo opportunities in December.) 



CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS 
 
“For Friedens Evangelical Lutheran Church, December 11th brought a question of how many children would be at their 
Christmas for Kids event” read the story printed in the New Prague Times’ Thursday, December 16th edition. The New 
Prague area had its first snowstorm the previous day, with at least a foot of snow covering the ground.  While the 
roads were usable, people were still digging out Saturday morning as 17 children attended the annual event that 
offered crafts, games, Bible stories, singing, cookie decorating and a lunch.  The children enjoyed the event with many 
smiles and laughs.   
 
For crafts, children could make a placemat from recycled Christmas cards and a holiday ornament using Scrabble 
wooden letter squares.  Colored frosting and baking crystals were used for the cookie decorating, while some of the 
children just ate them, as small groups rotated between the activities provided.  Bible stories and songs reminded the 
children that the season is a celebration of Jesus’ birth in a simple manger, offering His gifts of love, forgiveness and 
hope.  
 
Besides the children were 13 volunteers helping, including DeLynn Barta, Lori & Maddilyn Holicky, Abigail Angrimson, 
Megan, Brandon & Anna Schellin, Ariana Doyle, and Gary & Julie Mueller, including Joyce Hogan and Cassandra & 
Hailee Ullom who helped in the kitchen.  
 
This year’s event was coordinated by Julie Mueller and Cindy Koch.  While the Christmas for Kids this year dealt with a 
snowstorm, the event last year dealt with the Covid-19 pandemic.  Organizers were creative in that children walked 
through the Fellowship Hall and picked up gift bags that included crafts and other goodies for the season.  

 

--Gary Mueller 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Weight Loss Support Group 

January 3 – February 7, 2022 
 

 
 

 
After we ring in the new year, Friedens Lutheran Church is 
inviting our community to join us in learning about FAITH + 
FOOD + FITNESS + FOCUS + FRIENDS as a balanced, faith-
based lifestyle and weight loss plan.   
 
The weight loss support group will be meeting at Friedens 
Lutheran Church every Monday for 6 weeks, starting 
January 3, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.  Our main focus will be 
learning about the successful diet and exercise portion of  
“The Daniel Plan”, but you are free to follow ANY diet plan 
you want, such as Keto or Weight Watchers, etc.  Feel free 
to bring your exercise mat.  (Note:  It is recommended to get 
approval from your doctor first before beginning any diet 
plan.)   
 
Please Register by calling (952) 758-2828.  Feel free to 
leave a message with your name and phone number.  
There is no charge to attend this group.  All are welcome! 
 

CHURCH UNDECORATING 
 

Undecorating (After Coffee Hour):  January 2 

 
Committee Members:  Will & Brenda Rancour, Linda Jandt,  

Tony & Rebecca Barnack, Tom & Sandy Thomsen,  
Matt & Michelle Schellin.  All are welcome to help! 
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OUTDOOR STORY WALK

 
January 4-6, 2022 

During Daylight Hours 

of Your Choice 
 

All children are invited to enjoy an Outdoor Story 

Walk.  Children can start at the northwest entrance 

of Friedens Lutheran Church (by the double glass 

doors) and follow the arrows around the church 

(outside) to read the displayed book pages and take 

part in the posted activities.  Storybook pages will 

be posted in order on the church windows and will 

be facing outside, so that they can easily be read 

by participants from the outside looking in. 

 

The story that will be displayed is “No Two Alike” 

by Keith Baker.  Make sure to stop in the church 

for some hot chocolate.  Feel free to take pictures.  

The children can find a little surprise at the end of 

the walk. 

 

This free activity is open to everyone.  Be sure to 

register at krystalerickson@hotmail.com, or call 

(651) 428-2029. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

ZOOM MEETING I.D. IS:  427 287 1888 

 

(No Password Needed) 

 
 

FRIEDENS CHURCH WEBSITE 

(EFriedens.com) 
 

If anyone notices that the website is down, or 
needs attention, please notify Heidi Gilsrud, 
who is in charge of maintaining the website 
(flcsec@bevcomm.net).  Thank you. 
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New Year’s Resolutions or Repentance?  
 
The new year usually brings to mind making some new year’s resolutions.  Here are some 
common ones: 
 

• Lose Weight 

• Stop Smoking 

• Get More Sleep 

• Read & Study the Bible More 

• Exercise More 

• Save More Money 

• Stop Being Stressed Out 

• Make Budget 
 

Of course, there are many more resolutions people can make other than the ones listed above.  There is always a cause to lead 
someone to choose a certain resolution.  The cause has maybe made the person sad in some way, or has taken control of their  
life--in a bad way.  Sometimes . . . the cause is sin!  Here are some urgings and warnings from our Lord Jesus about repenting: 
 
Matthew 3:8 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 
Mark 2:17 
When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
Luke 3:3 
And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; 
Luke 3:8 
Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, 
That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 
Luke 5:32 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
Luke 15:7 
I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need 
no repentance. 
Luke 24:47 
And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
Acts 11:18 
When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto 
life. 
Acts 3:19 - Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord; 
2 Chronicles 7:14 - If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
Luke 13:3 - I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 
Acts 17:30 - And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 
Acts 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Revelation 2:5 - Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 
Proverbs 28:13 - He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. 
Matthew 4:17 - From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Romans 2:4 - Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance? 
 
 

 

 

 

There is happy news.  If a certain sin has taken control of you, turn from it (repent)!  Jesus is victorious! 

Romans 8:37 

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
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FRIEDENS LUTHERAN CHURCH MEETING MINUTES 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FRIEDENS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OUTREACH MEETING 

 
December 16, 2021 

 
7:15 p.m. 

 
Those Present:  Jeff Heine, Russ Meyer and Heidi Gilsrud. 
 
Banners:  We received a $90 donation for banners for the Welcome Area.  Heidi will purchase a Lent 
and an Easter banner. 
 
Christmas Dinner in a Bag:  Seven people requested dinners.  Any extra dinners will be donated to 
the Peace Center. 
 
Christmas Postcards:  They were put in the bulletins for December 12 and 19.  There are 300 extra 
postcards to hand out (on literature table). 
 
List of Potential Projects for 2022:  We looked at the possible projects we could do for 2022. 
 
Christmas Cards for Shut-Ins:  These will be mailed out. 
 
Weight Loss Support Group:  The support group will start January 3.  A newspaper ad will run in The 
Extra on December 19 and 26. 
 
Christmas for Kids:  There were approximately 17 kids that attended. 
 
Outdoor Church Sign:  Finished. 
 
Story Walk:  This is planned for January 4-6, during daylight hours.  Hot chocolate will be served. 
 
Congregational Meeting:  January 9, after worship service. 
 
Next Outreach Meeting:  January 13, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Friedens Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Full Council Meeting 
December 6, 2021 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Those Present:  Pastor Henry Koch, Jeff Heine, Larry Bowen, Jaime Erickson, Patrick Schaefer, Will Rancour, Chuck Paler, Gary Mueller, Keith Barta 
(via phone) and Heidi Gilsrud. 
 
Opening Devotion:   

1. Pastor read an article that his grandfather wrote on John the Baptist being the voice crying in the wilderness about Jesus, the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the whole world.  Pastor led in prayer. 

Membership Actions:   
1. Release:  Gwen Wood gave letter requesting release.  She plans to attend a church in Shakopee, MN; Motion made to grant her release-

-Passed. 

2. New Members:  Ann Chilson (transferred in) and Jon Eaves (by confirmation).  Both were received into the church November 14, 2021. 

3. Deaths:  Leonard Korbel (August); Ruth Brooks (September); and Bernadine Struck (December). 

Financial Review:   
1. Jaime led through the Financials.  The investment account has done well.  The Mission Fund is doing well.  January had a good gain.  

Things were pretty good in the summer months, but October and November were unusually down.   

2. Jaime is trying to streamline his duties.  He would like to condense the number of accounts that he has, so our financials will be more 

clearly understood.  Perhaps people can make their checks payable to the proper organizations, such as The Lutheran Home, or Faith 

Comes by Hearing (for Bible sticks). 

3. Advent and Christmas service offerings are designated as mission offerings.  

4. Peace Fund:  Additional funds were put in last month.  It now has its own checking account. 

5. We have a cemetery fund for maintenance, just in case something happens to the church. 

6. Discussion on if the Outreach Committee needs a budget. 

Push Pay & Other Apps:   
1. Push Pay:  It is underutilized.  We will cancel the Push Pay App. and find an alternative electronic pay system, such as Zelle or Venmo. 

2. Can we put a link in the website for donations?  Yes.   

Sanctuary Air Conditioning:   
1. Jeff contacted three vendors—two of them replied.  Currently, there is an increase of 15%.  There is a rumor of a 10% increase coming 

soon.  With the price of natural gas going up, we could be offsetting some expense.  Jeff will present the numbers at the Voters Meeting 

in January.   

Welcome/Entry Area:   
1. We had a design firm come out.  They are putting together 3-D modeling, and we are hoping to have that ready at the end of the year.   

Council Elections & Nominating Committee: 
1. Elder:  Gary Mueller; Trustee:  Dave Tietz; Financial Secretary:  Willard Rancour.  Each are considering if they are willing to run for 

another term. 

 
Event Committee Assignments:   

1. Church Year Calendar and Committee Assignments for 2022:  Jeff and Heidi will figure this out.  Perhaps we could use a junior 

committee.  

2. Discussion on summer services.  Should we have the 10 a.m. services in the summer? 

3. Discussion on handing out Christmas bags to all children.  There should be about 70 bags filled for this year. 

4. We could have a Congregational Meeting (on January 9), before the Voters Meeting, to seek input on the church schedule and church 

accounting. 

Livestream Worship: 
1. Video Services In the Last Month:   171 views; 15 to 20 views on any given service.  The livestream services have more views. 

Offering Envelopes: 
1. The offering envelopes will be put out this month.   

Next Full Council Meeting:  January 10, at 6:30 p.m. / Next Voters Meeting:  January 30, at 10:15 a.m. 
 



 
 

FRIEDENS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

BOARD OF ELDERS MEETING MINUTES 
 December 9, 2021 

 
1. Call to Order- 7:31 P.M. 

 

2. Opening Prayer/devotion – Pastor. 

 
3. November minutes approved. 

 
4. Pastor’s Report 

a. Pastoral acts, counseling, visitations and instruction classes and membership matters. 

 
5.  Old Business  

a. Response to membership removal letters sent due to distance and/or inactivity: 

a. Pastor will assist one individual transfer membership to a church closer to his home. 

b. Several individuals will be recommended for membership removal at the Annual Meeting based on 

a lack of response to letters sent. 

b. Response to assigned telephone calls made to discuss distance and/or inactivity: 

i. Several individuals will be recommended for membership removal at the Annual Meeting based on 

a lack of response to phone calls made. 

ii. Pastor will make additional attempts to contact several individuals. 

 
6. New Business  

a. Drifting Members – Significant discussion. Heidi Gilsrud to send Christmas service postcards to a list of 

members provided by the Elders. Discussed next steps.  

b. Worship Services & Communion:   

a. Mid-week Advent Services; Christmas Eve 3:00 and 6:00 P.M.; Christmas Day 9:00 A.M. Services. 

b. Discussed QR Reader Codes Free QR Scanner App for cell phone giving. Agreed to add a tab for 

“giving” on the church website. 

c. Sanctuary change (Chancel aesthetics); light bulbs replaced. 

c. Outreach & Evangelism Committee – Christmas for Kids Program (December 11, 2021). 

d. Newsletter Reports – The Daniel Plan weight loss program: Following review of the program, Pastor 

recommended against using the Bible content of the program, but to focus on the exercise, cooking and 

healthy eating portion.  

e. Sunday School: Response to letter encouraging attendance – No change in Sunday School attendance. 

f. A proposal by Larry Bowen was discussed to track attendance and contact only members who do not 

continue to attend. This option will be further discussed at the January Board of Elders meeting. 

 
Next Meeting – January 6, 2022, at 7:30 P.M.   
 
Adjournment and Prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


