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A Simple Question

It’s a simple and easy question to ask: “What does your community need, and

how can our church help?” People are almost always happy to answer that

question, since often they are instead told (or assume they’ll be told) what they

need from the church. 

 

I was enjoying a lively party of diverse attendees in Marguerite Bidwell’s room at

Hallmark Assisted Living Facility several months ago. We were having a great time

getting to know one another. And I asked dear Marguerite, in a strong, loud

voice because her hearing is compromised, “What does Hallmark need, and

how can our church help?” 

 

After but half a beat, in a voice equally strong and loud, Marguerite said, “Well,

Jane, we could use a worship service.” “What, there isn’t any other local church

participating here?” I asked, incredulously. No, there wasn’t. 

 

And so, a beautiful new ministry was born. The management of Hallmark was

thrilled we wanted to come, and we decided to bring a service once a month,

the second Sunday of the month. A great way to start and let things build from

there. 

 

Since January, a delegation from our congregation comes to Hallmark to bring

God’s word, God’s joy, and God’s love to a community hungry and so grateful to

receive them. And the group continues to grow. We started with 4 and now we

have 8-- 100% growth! Plus residents often bring family members and UMCPS

members also come to participate. Last Sunday there were 14 of us in total.

 

Last Sunday’s sermon at Hallmark was about Pentecost, the birthday of the

church. The sermon delivered was brief, about how the church was born.

Conversation then moved to the whole group - What were favorite memories of

birthdays? What were favorite memories of church? Even those unable or

uncomfortable speaking had eyes and faces that came aglow as they got to go

back to these very special places in their memories. One resident - this was her

first time at this service - told us she used to be a neighbor of our church. Could it

be arranged for her to attend UMCPS soon? (This was after she asked about how

we were proceeding after the regrettable Special General Conference vote in St.

Louis. Jeremy reiterated we continued to welcome all, and all means all. Clearly

she was relieved!). 

 

Every month we offer Communion in our Hallmark worship, and every month we

sing several fun-to-sing, familiar hymns. Every month I see lips move and heads
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nod to the music, maybe for the first time since last month’s service. 

 

Every month there are so many smiles as we depart from one another. Such

anticipation of gathering again. Beautiful, beautiful Christ community! In a place

and way it is SO needed and, really, remarkably easy to provide. And it all came

from that simple question, “What does your community need, and how might the

church help?” 

 

As we proceed in our Summer of Curiosity and strategizing our future, may we

keep this question at the heart of what we investigate, and in our hearts with

whomever we encounter. You never know what brilliant ideas might be ours to

make real, the Word become flesh for our time and place. 

 

I can’t wait! 

 

Pastor Jane

Opportunity for Curiosity- Wednesday, June 19 @ 5:30 pm

During this summer, we have been encouraged and challenged to be curious.

There are different ways we can be curious together as a part of our strategic

planning process:

 

1. Community Partners

2. Provocative questions

3. Active Listening

4. Street Fair

5. Local media

 

Help Pastor Jane brainstorm what community partners or leaders with whom we

want to meet and converse. The Mayor? City Council Members? Police

Chief? Your idea here? Meet at ERNEST COFFEE this Wednesday, June 19 at 5:30

pm. If you can't make it but have suggestions to offer, email to her at

pastorjane@umcps.org.  

Backpacks for Learning- Help Provide School Supplies for Students

The poverty rate of students in the Coachella Valley is astronomical! For example,

Cabot Yerxa Elementary School in Desert Hot Springs has a poverty rate above

90%. This makes buying school supplies for families extremely difficult. It also

means there is a need that the church can fulfill.

 

This summer the church will be collecting money and supplies to help students

start the school year on the right foot. For just $10, you will be able to provide a

student with a brand new backpack filled with school supplies.

 

You can donate money on Sunday mornings before or after worship. School

supplies are also welcome. We are collecting the following items per backpack:

Pack of 20 no. 2 pencils

Pack of 2 erasers

1 glue stick

1 ruler

Pack of 24 crayons

Pencil sharpener

Four 70 sheet notebooks

Backpack

 

If you have questions or are interested in helping, please contact Raelene Bloom

at pitarae1@outlook.com. She will be collecting donations throughout summer.

Can You Help in the Event of a Disaster?
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The UMCPS Disaster Committee is reaching out to find church and community

members who could help during a disaster evacuation at the church:

 

CERT trained members

Former nurses, EMTs, police officers, firefighters

 

Please contact the church office by June 30th and let us know who you are and

your training. Once we have a list, we will notify you of a quick 15-minute

meeting to update you on evacuation plans for the church and how you can

assist during an emergency evacuation. 

 

If you would like to help the Disaster Committee or if you have any questions,

please click here to contact the church office.

Updates from the Social Justice Team

We believe in racial and ethnic equality. While racism and ethnic prejudice

have long been embedded in our society, we do not condone any form of

discrimination based on skin color, ethnic features, nationality, or country of

origin. Members of our team have invited others in the congregation to

participate with us in three events this year: The Martin Luther King, Jr.

Commemoration Service at St. Paul in the Desert Episcopal Church, the Black

History Parade, and Gospel Fest. We encourage members and friends of our

congregation to join us as we continue to communicate with members of

minority races and ethnic groups to find ways to help reach equality for all. We

are just getting started. You are invited to be part of the discussion at the next

Social Justice Team meeting.

Stonewall Commemoration- June 27th @ 6:30 pm at UMCPS

The 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots will take

place on Thursday, June 27th and the church is

honoring this date with a Stonewall

Commemoration- an interfaith service to remember

and honor the Stonewall Riots and the LGBTQ

community. All are welcome to participate in this

service. There will be guest speakers, a musical

ensemble of the Palm Springs Gay Men's Chorus, and

time for quiet contemplation. A reception will follow.

 

This event epitomizes one of our church values- inclusive/welcoming/accepting.

Can you support this event in one of the follow ways and help us live out a

cherished church value?

 

Creating Fans - Fans will be given out during the commemoration, and

Luke Worrell will be having a fan assembly party on Saturday, June 22 at 10

am in the church fellowship hall. Bring your glue guns and scissors!

Baking Cupcakes - As mentioned earlier, there will be a reception following

the commemoration service and the church wants to provide 12 dozen

cupcakes with PRIDE-colored frosting. If you find joy in cooking or baking for

others, would you consider baking some cupcakes for the event?

 

Please let the church office know if you will be able to help!

Happier Hour- Where Can We Get 'Happier'?

You have heard it said on Sunday mornings that, "We believe that Church is

more than Sunday morning," and starting in July there will be a new opportunity

for us to spend time together outside of Sunday morning worship.
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You are invited to join this weekly Happier Hour Life Group that will gather for an

actual happy hour each week at a restaurant or pub in Palm Springs. And we

want your input and ideas on places where we should meet! Please contact

Jeremy Wells to submit your ideas- jeremy@umcps,org.

Church Traditions- Why Do We Do What We Do?

Have you ever wondered why exactly we do communion most Sundays? Have

you ever been curious why we baptize infants when they aren’t old enough to

remember the ceremony? Have you ever asked yourself why we sing a Doxology

after the Offering or what a Doxology even is? Traditions can be a funny thing

because often we don’t actually know the meanings behind the rituals or know

what the connection even is to today’s world and how I live my life. The last

three Sundays of June we will be using the Adult Sunday School time to explore

some of our church traditions. 

 

I was blessed to experience many different Christian traditions growing up and

even in my early adult life. My first memories of church include a Baptist church

on a Navy base in Japan, followed by time spent in a small Southern Baptist

church in Eugene, OR. We then expanded and as a family helped start two non-

denominational church plants in Eugene and Salem. Next, I found community in

an ELCA Lutheran youth group where I first felt my call to ministry. I then went on

to attend an LCMS Lutheran university only to graduate and then begin working

in a United Methodist Church. I am now in my third United Methodist Church and

seeking ordination in a denomination that is struggling with its own sense of

tradition and identity. What“tradition” is to me, may mean something vastly

different to you given your background.

 

This eclectic church experience has challenged my notions of what constitutes a

meaningful “tradition” in the first place. It is a healthy practice for us ask

ourselves, “Why we do what we do?” As a part of the Summer of Curiosity I invite

you to join in the next three weeks of Adult Sunday School as we examine our

own church traditions and seek to find the connection to our real lived

experiences today.

 

Your experiences and your stories matter- come and share! Adult Sunday School

takes place in the Walker-Smith building Sunday mornings from 11:30 am to 12

pm.

Sunday, June 16th: What’s the big deal with Baptism anyways, it’s just

some water?

Sunday, June 23rd: Communion, am I really eating Jesus, isn’t that

cannibalism? 

Sunday, June 30th: True or False: This church is “traditional.”  

 

Jeremy Wells, Director of Christian Education

New Take on an Old Tradition- Interfaith VBS Coming Soon!

On Thursday, June 13 a group of 8 adults, one youth,

and two children met to organize details for

vacation bible school taking place next month.

We are excited to welcome Rev. Tim of Hope Palm

Springs, Rabbi David of Or Hamidbar, and Father

Richard of St. Giles Liberal Catholic Rite onto this

leadership team. All of these faith communities are

joining together to serve the Greater Palm Springs!

 

We are excited about the possibility for this new interfaith community effort. Be

on the lookout this next month for invitations to this unique opportunity, to meet

and fellowship with these new faith communities, and learn why the Exodus story

is relevant to you and your spiritual journey today.
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Messy Church Pool Party- Friday, June 28th

Pastor Jane has graciously invited all families to a pool party on June 28th! Dinner

will be provided. All you need to bring is your swim clothes!

 

To receive Pastor Jane's address for the pool party, click here to RSVP and let us

know how many people are attending.

Summer Book Study Starting in July

Does God still speak today? Would we know how to hear God if God did speak?

Consider joining this 6-week summer small group led by Sarah Clapp as we read

the book “Whisper – How to Hear the Voice of God” by Mark Batterson, and

explore what it means to actually hear God today.

 

This book study will take place on Wednesday mornings at 10 am beginning July

17th. The group will meet in the home of Sarah Clapp. Participants can purchase

their own books for the study online (the church will not order books for this

study).

Pentecost Church Photo

Every Pentecost, a photo is taken of the

people present at church. Here is the

2019 Pentecost Church Family Photo!

Thanks to everyone who participated.

June 20- Oliver & Alexander

Badham-Tallman 

June 20- Bonnie Ewing 

June 21- Barbara Boettcher 

June 23- Lori Stefanishion 

June 24- Patti Kruger

June 26- Ken Crouser

June 29- Lonnie Lynch

June 19- Martha & Rev. Bill Battiest 

June 22- Betty & George Cobel 

June 29- Poul & Amy Bahnson 

June 29 - Charles & Janette Stebbins 

 

 

Sunday Attendance and Coffee Hour

Attendance for the last two weeks of

worship:

 

Coffee Hour Responsibilities for June:

June 16: Worship Team
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June 2- 127

June 9- 116

June 23: Christian Education

June 30: Trustees
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