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A  Snowbird Shout  Out !A  Snowbird Shout  Out !

As the temperatures begin to spike (and my need to remember to not leave food
or credit cards in the car because it all is going to melt), I am reminded summer in
desert is on its way...and my first “Palm Springs Season” is coming to a close. 

There were so many exciting things this winter to witness, to be part of, to wish I’d
put on my calendar and/or had time for (“next year!”), and best of all...there
were UMCPS snowbirds. My goodness, what a flock of snowbirds landed amongst
the flock! :) 

It was quite a sight to witness our worshiping community swell to twice its size, and
sense a spirit of hospitality and welcome swell even more! 

It was such a thrill to hear, Sunday after Sunday, as I was greeting folks after
worship, “Oh, if only I could pack this church into my suitcase and take it home!”
and/or “I can’t wait to tell my church back home about what this congregation
is doing!” and/ or “I will so miss you all...until next year! I hope!” And it was not
unusual for these most heart-felt sharings to be accompanied with tears. 

Our snowbirds’ observations bring insights that those of us who live in the desert
and worship at UMCPS year-round may not so readily see: that God is alive and
at work in and through our congregation in many real and extraordinary ways.
Praise be to God! 

I witnessed our snowbirds also enthusiastically bringing to worship visiting friends
and family as well as seasonal neighbors. We can all learn from their invitational
ways. And their zest for introducing strangers to the “church life” we cultivate.
And it was great to see snowbirds happily jumping into service feeding hungry
people, caring for the struggling and sick in our midst, marching in our justice
parades, and participating in our classes. 

Oh, and they are really fun to party with, too! Thanks to all who were able to
come to my home in late March for the inaugural “Snowbird Shindig!” 

To all our beloved snowbirds now re-nesting back in your cooler, more northern
and/or eastern climes, thank you for a terrific, inspired 'season.' We will most
certainly miss you and look forward to seeing you next year. We hope and pray. 

In the meantime, please stay in touch and know we would love for you to stay
abreast and participate from afar with the “Our Way Forward” strategic
planning process that has recently begun. How we can ever-better connect
with, minister to, and bring Christ-life to the snowbirds and “Season” of Palm
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Springs is certainly a special call and opportunity for us all, and for such a time -
and place - as this!

Pastor Jane

'F ishing T ips' Small Group- New Day/T ime A v ailable!'Fishing T ips' Small Group- New Day/T ime A v ailable!

You are invited to join this new inspiring small group book-study beginning the
week of May 20th. We will be reading the book “Fishing Tips – How Curiosity
Transformed a Community of Faith,” written by our strategic planning leader Rev.
Dr. John Pentland.

The book explores how a culture of curiosity changed the heart of a
congregation and transformed their mission and ministry to the community to be
more impactful and relevant to the needs of their neighbors. 

We are entering into our own 'Summer of Curiosity' at UMCPS and this is one great
step to get involved. There are three groups available:

Wednesday 10:00 am at church (electronic participation via Zoom is
available too and very easy to set up!)
Wednesday at 6:00 pm at the home of Dick and Sarah Clapp
(NEW )(NEW ) Saturday at 10:00 am at the home of Keith and Sonja Bjugstad

Click here to sign up for a group!

A ll-Church Camp: Sav e t he Dat es! June 28-30A ll-Church Camp: Sav e t he Dat es! June 28-30

We are excited to announce a first-time event here at UMCPS, an all-church
camp at Camp Sky Meadows near Big Bear! Come and experience community
on a deeper level, find God in the beauty of nature, and take part in some of
the most meaningful and ancient of Christian practices as a community of faith
together. 

We are looking for a few more individuals to join the leadership team in
organizing some of the events, meals, and Sunday worship at camp. If you would
like to help with the leadership team please contact Jeremy Wells at
jeremy@umcps.org or at the church office 760.327.5931.

Registration for the camp will open Sunday May 19th. Scholarships will be
available as needed.

A rt  and Healing – A n Unexpect ed Part nership wit h SafeHouse ofA rt  and Healing – A n Unexpect ed Part nership wit h SafeHouse of
t he Desert  t he Desert  

Recently, I was able to visit with the Director of Operations from an amazing
organization called SafeHouse of the Desert. They invited me to tour and see
firsthand the facilities, meet the people, and see the positive impact they make
in the lives of some of the most vulnerable in our community. Safehouse of the
Desert offers safe temporary and transitional housing for at risk and runaway
teens and youth. They provide professional counseling, they teach life skills, they
offer specialized tutors and teachers, and they offer an amazing art program
that was presented to me as the “crown jewel” for their ministry because of how
the arts allow the teens to process their emotions and provide a path for personal
growth and healing.

It was shared with me that one of their biggest needs at the moment is that of art
supplies for their summer program. This simple need struck a chord with me as I
thought about the closets full of art supplies at our church which have been so
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graciously donated over the years. This past week, with the help of some kind
volunteers, we were able to go through all of our supplies and compile a large
donation bundle to bring over to SafeHouse.  

I wanted to say a special thank you to everyone who has donated over the
years towards this large collection. Everything from beads and jewelry-making
tools, paints and brushes, markers, crayons, papers, scissors, glues, and the lists go
on and on. We are blessed to be able to hand those supplies off to an
organization with a heart oriented towards serving the community and to know
that these simple tools will help in the healing process for others.  

Pay attention for other future partnership opportunities with Safehouse of the
Desert in the future!

Jeremy Wells, Director of Christian Education

Vacat ion Bible School for Kids, Y out h, and A dult s! Vacat ion Bible School for Kids, Y out h, and A dult s! 

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 22 – Thursday, July 25  (5:30 – 7:30 pm)

All are invited to sign up for Vacation Bible School where we will Roar! together
and learn how 'Life is Wild, & God is Good!' This is a ministry to the whole church
and the whole community. Cost is only $20 per person for the week and dinner is
included each day!
  
Who are you going to invite to join you at VBS this summer?
The entire VBS follows the story of the people of Israel from Egypt to the promised
land, and while everyone is invited to learn through crafts and games and
general fun, the adults will also have a special video discussion series about the
Exile and how it can on many levels often mirror our own spiritual and personal
journeys.

Register now to allow your heart to Roar! this summer at VBS. 

What 's New Wit h T he Social Just ice T eam?What 's New Wit h T he Social Just ice T eam?

We are preparing a new Mission Statement and listing our core beliefs which
support the mission statement. The four areas of our core beliefs including the
following:

Racial and Ethnic Equality
Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation Equality
Socioeconomic Justice
Religious Equality

We completed a successful fundraising activity—The Love Boat. People were
served an Italian dinner with cloth table cloths and cloth napkins. Entertainment
included Ginger Snap, Paul Elia, Pastor Jane, and Mark Strickland. Proceeds go
to the Pride Subcommittee of the Social Justice Team.

A group of ten will participate in the Harvey Milk Breakfast at the Convention
Center on May 15, where proceeds go toward scholarships for local LGBT+ young
people. Our mighty group of ten will also provide a message to our community
that the United Methodist Church of Palm Springs is a Christian congregation
which supports the belief that ALL means all.

We continue to sponsor Just Pancakes each Sunday morning at 7:30 a.m. Many
of our members also help Just Pancakes each Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. The Tuesday
event is sponsored by our Mission Team.

Many of our team members participate with the breakfast program at Joshua
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Tree and with Desert Diner, both sponsored by the Mission Team.

Our team is represented at quarterly meetings of the Affordable Housing &
Homelessness Standing Subcommittee of the City of Palm Springs.

Monthly meetings of the Social Justice Team take place in the office complex on
the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. All are invited.

WA NT ED: Well in t he Desert  Host sWA NT ED: Well in t he Desert  Host s

We need folks to act as church hosts for the Well in the Desert lunches occurring
every Tuesday in our Fellowship Hall. Duties include opening the hall for the Well
staff, being present if any questions or emergency situations occur, and closing
the hall when the Well staff is done. You would be representing our church, but
the Well staff take care of the serving and cleanup. Hours are 10:00 to 1:30. You
would only be responsible for only ONEONE  Tuesday a month.

If interested, please contact Erin in the church office at admin@umcps.org.

Not ice from T rust ees- Parking Lot  and SCENot ice from T rust ees- Parking Lot  and SCE

Exciting news! Southern California Edison is finally ready to start burying the
power lines! We have been waiting for this project to get started for almost two
years. They began the project this Monday, May 13 in our east parking lot. The
actual digging portion of the project will take about a week. Access to the east
parking lot will be compromised by different amounts during this portion of the
project. Please plan on using the west parking lot and the street if
necessary. Watch for cones and construction tape work areas. They are making
every effort to confine their work area to give us the most parking spaces possible.

After the digging phase comes the pulling of electrical lines. The entire project
may last about a month. We will probably lose power at the church two
times. The first planned power outage will be Friday May 24th. The second
outage is yet to be determined. 

The upside to the whole project, besides getting rid of the unsightly overhead
lines, will be a new parking lot for us!

Additional information of note- the memorial plaque that currently exists on the
parking lot island will be relocated to the Memory Garden and a new tree will be
planted to remember this long ago member. Also, the SCE equipment and trucks
will be permitted to park at the rear of our property after hours.

Thank you all for your patience during this construction time.

Board of Trustees

T hanks for a Great  Ev ening on "T he Lov e Boat "T hanks for a Great  Ev ening on "T he Lov e Boat "

Nearly 100 people set sail on "The Love Boat" on Saturday, May 11th. The evening
was full of food, fellowship, music, laughter, and costume changes!

Thanks to everyone who supported this wonderful event, both through your
presence and through financial contributions. Just over $2000 came in for "The
Love Boat"!

Click here to view some photos and videos from the evening.

mailto:admin@umcps.org
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A  Special T hank Y ouA  Special T hank Y ou

To all of the folks who made Saturday night’s 'Love Boat' possible, I want to say
thanks for a wonderful evening. Now I understand exactly what Goldilocks
meant when she said “Just Right”. No detail was left undone; everything came
together in a way to provide the audience with a comfortable venue, yummy
food, and fabulous entertainment. I know that many hearts, hands, and creative
minds made this night possible. Thanks to those of you whose faces were visible
and also thanks to those of you who were not visible. Your personal fingerprints
were all over the night. It was clear that this project was caressed and nurtured
with loving hands not only for Saturday night, but also for the plans, the projects,
and the community that will come out of the seeds that were planted on
Saturday night. Thanks for the love; it was felt. 

Cont inuing Preparat ions for A ny Disast erCont inuing Preparat ions for A ny Disast er

Continuing with preparations for any disaster, in this step we are going to put our
important papers together into a grab and go kit. Organizing papers ‘before’
can make ‘after’ easier. Think about all the time you will spend waiting in line at
multiple government agencies (DMV, Social Security, Birth Records, etc.) to
replace all those important documents.  

Below are suggestions from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
the American Red Cross, and financial and insurance experts. Use these as
guidelines to help you build a list of important documents for your household. It is
important to remember that these kinds of documents will need to be assembled
for every member of your household!  

Click here to learn how you can organize important papers before disaster strikes!

May Flowers for t he Home-boundMay Flowers for t he Home-bound

There are several members of our church family who are unable to regularly
attend worship services for one reason or another. You are invited to bring joy to
them by joining members of the Care Team to deliver flowers after worship on
Sunday, May 19th.

Can you bring joy to someone in the church? Click here to sign up!

Hungry Dogs Will T hank Y ou!Hungry Dogs Will T hank Y ou!

Several of our guests who come to our feeding programs have dogs. In addition
to providing a meal for the human guests, we would like to be able to give food
for the four-legged guests.

If you are a lover of dogs and want to help out, here is your opportunity! Would
you be able to donate dry dog food? We will take it and put it in small sandwich
bags and then when our guests come to eat, they can take some dog food
along and make their furry friends happy also.

If you are able to donate dog food, please bring it to the church office Monday
through Thursday, 9 am to 4 pm, or to the Welcome Table on Sunday mornings
before or after worship.

https://files.constantcontact.com/e24a14be101/2d091ca0-b311-436f-b595-bc94123386e7.pdf
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May 15- Larry Brown
May 17- Ron Anderson
May 22- Larea Pettersen 
May 25- David Tallman 
May 27- Palu Kapukapu May 17- Sonja & Keith Bjugstad

May 2- Sue & Bill Rindone

Sunday A t t endance and Coffee HourSunday A t t endance and Coffee Hour

Attendance for the last two weeks of
worship:

May 5- 156
May 12- 161

Coffee Hour Responsibilities for May:

May 19- Endowment
Committee and Social Justice
Team
May 26- UMW

Click here to view the May calendar at a glace
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