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Welcome and Greeting 

Please Stand 
 

Call to Worship 
P The Lord is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 
C The Lord is the stronghold of our lives; of whom shall we be afraid? 
P The Lord will protect us and guide us. 
C Let us gladly offer ourselves before our God with shouts of joy. 
P We make our beginning in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Let us sing praises to the Lord, our God. 
 

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Confession and Absolution 
P Our God of light brought hope to the world and joy to our lives through his Son, 

Jesus. Yet darkness hovers over and clings to our lives. Selfishness and greed block 
the simple views of God’s light. Anger and violence overpower gentle words and 
extinguish the light for others. Despair casts shadows of doubt, but our God calls us 
back into His light once more. As we confess our failures, God meets us with love 
and forgiveness. There’s no need to fear God, because He offers us mercy as we 
come to him honestly. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Prayer of Confession  
P Let us pray: 
C Merciful Lord, even with the wonder of Your birth still in our minds, we confess our 

failure to welcome Your presence with us. We have gone our own ways rather 
than walked in Your light. We have been stingy with Your love after You have 
lavished us with grace. We humbly pray for Your forgiveness again and 
acknowledge our unworthiness of Your mercy. We simply cling to Your promises 
and pray for more of Your love. In Jesus’ name, amen.  

  

P We once walked in darkness, but now we have seen a great light! God’s light has 
come into our world and into our lives in Jesus Christ in whom we put our trust. The 
darkness of our sin is cast away and new life is ours once more. Thanks be to God, 
we are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 

C Thanks be to God we are set free to worship our King! 
 

Please be seated 
 

Hymn of Praise Video: " Overwhelmed" by Big Daddy Weave 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

1 John 1:1–7 
 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to 
us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may 
have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 



darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please Stand 
 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Luke 4:14–23 
 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him 
went out through all the surrounding country. And he taught in their synagogues, being 
glorified by all. 
 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
 because he has anointed me 
  to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
 and recovering of sight to the blind, 
  to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them,  
 

 “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  
 

And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his 
mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” And he said to them, “Doubtless you 
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at 
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 

848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



                                           Sermon: 

                           "Full Immersion" 
 

 
Please Stand 

 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord sts. 1–4 

 
 

  
Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. Composite Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Prayer of the Congregation 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please remain standing 
 

Words of the Institution 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 



Please be seated 
 

Video During Communion: "Jesus Messiah" by Chris Tomlin 
 

Continuous Distribution by Pastor 
(Family units come forward to receive the elements and take them to their seats. Please 
wait to eat and drink until instructed.) 

 

All Receive the Sacrament together 
(Pastor will indicate when to take the wafer and then the cup.) 
 
Please Stand 
 
 
 

 

632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benediction 
 
 
 
528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing sts. 1–2, 4, 7 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: Carl G. Gläser, 1784–1829 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Dismissal  
P Go in Peace, serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

 
Please be seated and please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. 
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