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When we left off a couple of sessions ago, Paul and his traveling party were about to leave the port of 

Miletus headed for Phoenicia in Syria and on to Jerusalem for the celebration of Pentecost. Paul had 

sent for the elders of the church at Ephesus to say goodbye and to also share some words of 

encouragement and instruction. He truly didn’t expect to ever see them again and so this was a very 

emotional departure.  

Acts 20:36-38: And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them 

all. 37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being 

sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. 

And they accompanied him to the ship. 

Last session we paused the journey to look into the false teaching that Paul was concerned would 

surface in his absence and scatter or undermine the flock. Remember that Paul had spent about three 

years with the people in Ephesus and so they had a significant relationship with one another. As we pick 

up this journey now, Luke will again cover a lot of miles with only a few words, so this enlarged map will 

be helpful to follow as we read the next verses. Locate Miletus where they are as we begin reading. 

 

Acts 21:1-3 And when we had parted from them and set sail, we came by a straight course to Cos, and 

the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. 2 And having found a ship crossing to Phoenicia, we 

went aboard and set sail. 3 When we had come in sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left we sailed to 

Syria and landed at Tyre, for there the ship was to unload its cargo. 



There was a city on the island of Rhodes by the same name. They changed ships in this port from one 

that could hug the coastlines of the region to a vessel going directly to Tyre. Even though this is only a 

stopover, the next verse reflects Paul’s pattern wherever he went. 

Acts 21:4 And having sought out the disciples, we stayed there for seven days. And through the Spirit 

they were telling Paul not to go on to Jerusalem.  

Paul finds a group of believers and spends a week with them. Barclay offers a note on this verse that 

might be worth a little discussion. He writes, “There is the very wonderful fact that wherever Paul went 

he found a little Christian community waiting to welcome him. If that was true in Paul’s time it is still 

truer today. One of the great privileges of belonging to the Church is the fact that no matter where a 

man goes, to the very ends of the earth he will find in every place a community of like-minded people 

into which he may enter. The man who is within the family of the Church is better equipped with friends 

than any other man in all the world.”  

William Barclay (born 5 December 1907 in Wick, Scotland; died 24 January 1978 in Glasgow, 

Scotland) was a Scottish author, radio and television presenter, Church of Scotland minister, and 

Professor of Divinity and Biblical Criticism at the University of Glasgow. While professor, he decided to 

dedicate his life to "making the best biblical scholarship available to the average reader". The eventual 

result was the Daily Study Bible, a set of 17 commentaries on the New Testament, published by Saint 

Andrew Press, the Church of Scotland's publishing house. His study guide on the Book of Acts was 

written in 1952 and published the next year, so not only are there differences in language because of his 

Scottish background, there are also cultural differences due to the times in which he lived and wrote. 

With those differences in mind, consider Barclay’s claim that “no matter where a man goes, to the very 

ends of the earth he will find in every place a community of like-minded people into which he may 

enter.” 

As a Christian today, do you believe that no matter where you travel, you would find a community of 

“like-minded people” of faith in Christ? If so, do you believe you would be warmly welcomed into 

their midst right away? 

What challenges do you believe the Lutheran church has today in welcoming members from other 

Lutheran churches that may not have been at play in the 1950’s or 60’s? 

How can or do we work to overcome those challenges in our congregation? Or do we even consider 

them? 

Let’s get back to Paul’s travels. 

Acts 21:5-6 When our days there were ended, we departed and went on our journey, and they all, 

with wives and children, accompanied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on the 

beach, we prayed 6 and said farewell to one another. Then we went on board the ship, and they 

returned home. 

If we reflect back on verse 4 and that these people were discouraging Paul from going to Jerusalem, we 

can also better imagine the atmosphere of Paul’s departure from Tyre. The Concordia Self-Study Bible 

states, “The Spirit warned of the coming trials in store for Paul at Jerusalem. Because of these warnings, 

Paul’s brothers urged him not to go on, knowing that trials lay ahead. But Paul felt ‘compelled by the 



Spirit’ to go. (Acts 20:22)” It would seem that there’s a conflict or perhaps confusion over what the Spirit 

is saying, with Paul believing he must go and the others urging him to avoid the trails that would come. 

We wouldn’t suggest that the Spirit is in conflict with Himself, but Luke certainly makes it clear that both 

sides believed the Spirit was speaking to them. 

How might it be possible for the Spirit to be the accurate source for both parties? 

What can we conclude about the relationship between these people who seem to disagree as we read 

about how they parted company with Paul?  

What can we learn about how to relate with those with whom we disagree on Christian spiritual 

matters today? 

Next, we’re going to find Paul and company making their way to Ptolemias for a day before arriving at 

Caesarea. Interestingly enough, even though Paul had been trying so hard to get to Jerusalem in time for 

the celebration of Pentecost, he stays there for “many days”. We will discover two interesting men 

there who have appeared earlier in the Book of Acts. 

Acts 21:7-9 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted the 

brothers and sisters and stayed with them for one day. 8 On the next day we departed and came to 

Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed 

with him. 9 He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied. 

Before we continue, let’s remember who Philip was as he is described as an evangelist. Let’s look at an 

excerpt from chapter eight of Acts regarding this man. Note where we find him at the end of this 

passage. 

Acts 8:26-40 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was 

an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 

her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So 

Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you 

are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come 

up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not 

his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is 

taken away from the earth.” 

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 

about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him 

the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and 

the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded 

the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 

him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the 

eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as 

he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 



The Self-Study Bible provides this insight about Caesarea and Philip the evangelist; Caesarea was a 

“Gentile city, the capitol of Roman Judea. Philip’s evangelistic work may have focused on Caesarea for 

almost 25 years. ‘Evangelist’ is the title used only here and in Ephesians 4:11 and 2 Timothy 4:5.” His 

unmarried daughters referenced in Acts 21:9, “may have been dedicated in a special way to serving the 

Lord”. 

Acts 21:10-12 While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from 

Judea. 11 And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says 

the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver 

him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” 12 When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to 

go up to Jerusalem. 

Regarding Agabus from the Self-Study Bible, “Evidently he held the office of prophet, as Philip held the 

office of evangelist. This is the same prophet who had been in Antioch prophesying the coming famine 

in Jerusalem some 25 years earlier (Acts 11:27-29).” Remember that the offering Paul had gathered and 

was delivering to the believers in Jerusalem was to help meet the needs caused by that famine. Barclay 

sheds light on the manner in which Agabus prophesies about what would happen to Paul. “Jewish 

prophets had a certain custom. When words were inadequate they acted what they wished to say by 

doing something which could not fail to attract attention. As it were, they dramatized their message. 

There are many instances of this in the Old Testament.” Even with this enactment, in addition to the 

other exhortations from his traveling partners and those in Tyre, Paul still won’t be deterred. 

Acts 21:13-14 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am 

ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 And 

since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.” 

There is a certain tone of resignation in the last phrase, but also could be an indication of their 

recognition that it was the Lord’s will for Paul to go to Jerusalem, no matter the cost. 

Have you ever been in a situation where all your friends were convinced you shouldn’t do something 

when you felt totally convinced that you should? How did those conversations go and were you able 

to maintain a positive relationship with those friends? 

As we conclude this session, we finally find Paul and his traveling party arriving in Jerusalem. 

Acts 21:15-16 After these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16 And some of the disciples 

from Caesarea went with us, bringing us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with 

whom we should lodge. 

While his name looks to be misspelled, according to the Self-Study Bible, “Mnason must have been a 

disciple of some means to be able to accommodate Paul and a group of about nine men traveling with 

him.”  

What else do we know about this man? 

What spiritual gift do we see in him? Do you know what your spiritual gifts are? 


