
Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey 

As a reminder from last session, Paul and Silas had headed out from Syrian Antioch and after a break-up 

with Barnabas over whether or not to include John Mark on this trip, went to Debe and Lystra where 

they met a young believer named Timothy. Paul had Timothy circumcised and brought him with them. 

The group had planned on going into Asia but were prevented so they traveled to Troas where Paul has 

a vision of a man in Macedonia calling for them to come help him. While we don’t know who this man 

was, nor does it really matter, God led them to make their way forward. Luke joins the group as 

evidenced by the change in the writer’s voice from third to first person which we see in verse 10. 

Acts 16:10-15 

And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that 

God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to 

Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the 

gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to 

the women who had come together. 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of 

Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay 

attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she 

urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And 

she prevailed upon us. 

It might be helpful to see another map of this trip. Neapolis was the seaport for Philippi, 10 miles away. 

 



A little background on Philippi from the Concordia Self-Study Bible on Paul’s letter to the Philippians 

might be useful. “It was a prosperous Roman colony, which meant that the citizens of Philippi were also 

citizens of the city of Rome itself. They prided themselves on being Romans (see Acts 16:21), dressed 

like Romans and often spoke Latin. … Many Philippians were retired military men who had been given 

land in the vicinity and who in turn served as a military presence in this frontier city. That Philippi was a 

Roman colony may explain why there were not enough Jews there to permit the establishment of a 

synagogue and why Paul does not quote the Old Testament in the Philippian letter.” 

While Paul had seen a vision of a man calling him to come, it’s not men that he encounters first in 

Philippi. Another contrast we can see happening now is in where Paul and the team must share the 

Gospel. In his first journey, each city he entered, he went to the synagogue to preach, but Philippi 

presents a new paradigm. A city needed to have at least 10 Jewish men to form a synagogue, but when 

there weren’t enough, there would be a place of prayer designated, usually located outdoors near 

running water.  

Question: Remembering that Paul had been a pharisee and most accustomed to preaching in a 

synagogue with men in attendance, it certainly could have been a challenge for him and the rest of his 

team in this context. What questions may they have wrestled with or had running through their 

minds? 

What other reminder of God’s grace to unsuspecting people had they already seen? 

Lydia and her household, although we don’t know who all that included, are baptized. As a dealer in 

“purple goods”, Lydia most likely was fairly wealthy. She immediately demonstrates the gift of 

hospitality. So, the travelers are welcomed into and stay at Lydia’s home for several days according to 

verse 12, perhaps using it as their ‘base camp” while going into the city and back to the place of prayer 

to share about Jesus. 

 

Question: Who do you think were a part of Lydia’s household?  

 

Acts 16:16-18 
 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination 

and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These 

men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she 

kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I 

command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 

 

This event will set the stage for some dramatic events for Paul and the others. It will also provide an 

opportunity for the Gospel to spread even further in that community. While Lydia was a wealthy, upper-

class citizen, in this story we have the opposite with a slave girl who is possessed. The diversity of who is 

being saved is noteworthy and will be seen repeatedly in Paul’s ministry. As is often the case however, 

the positive outcomes don’t come without some serious challenges. For the sake of continuity with the 

entire story, we’ll read it all and then discuss. 

 

 

 



Acts 16:19-40 

But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged 

them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, 

they said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are 

not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 

magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had 

inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them 

safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the 

stocks. 

 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were 

unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud 

voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and 

trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, 

you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 

house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was 

baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before 

them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God. 

 
35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And the jailer 

reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out 

now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men 

who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! 

Let them come themselves and take us out.” 38 The police reported these words to the magistrates, 

and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens. 39 So they came and apologized 

to them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city. 40 So they went out of the prison 

and visited Lydia. And when they had seen the brothers, they encouraged them and departed. 

 

In verses 19-24, we can see the affects of greed on those who owned the slave girl and were profiting 

because of her. 

 

Question: What is the accusation brought against Paul and Silas? (vs 21) What do you think their 

accusers meant by “customs” Paul and Silas were advocating? 

 

Paul and Silas have been striped of their clothes, beaten with rods and placed in the inner part of a jail in 

stocks. Not only were their feet held, but likely also their hands and neck. The stocks were used both for 

extra security as well as for torture. It would seem reasonable that they might been feeling pretty 

defeated and low. However, verse 25 indicates quite the opposite. 

 



In the midst of their singing and praying, God moved in a mighty way. The jailer would have been 

executed for allowing his prisoners to escape, so assuming with the stocks and doors all being open that 

everyone has fled, he is ready to take his own life. Of course, Paul cries out and saves him. More than 

being saved from suicide though, this man is saved eternally.  

 

Question: What transformational work happens between verse 27 when the jailer is about to kill 

himself and verses 33 and 34?  

 

What risk is the jailer no longer concerned about? 

 

What gift like Lydia does the jailer extend to Paul and Silas? 

 

The next day those in authority decide to release Paul and Silas, but Paul isn’t willing to accept the offer. 

As a Roman citizen, which Paul was, it was illegal to be scourged by the Roman authorities and in fact 

doing so was a crime punishable by death. Paul insists that those who had beaten and imprisoned them, 

not try to sweep things under the rug by quietly or secretly letting them go, but they needed to face 

them. 

 

Question: In what way might Paul’s insistence on being released with an apology been helpful to the 

believers he would leave behind? 

 

What risk did he take in making such a demand? 

 

Now, having been released, Paul and Silas return to the home of Lydia. We don’t know how long they 

were there, but they also have the opportunity to see “the brothers” and to spend enough time with 

them to encourage them before they leave town. The community of believers appears to have grown 

from the simple beginnings at the edge of the river with a group of praying women. It would be to this 

group of “Jesus followers” that Paul would later write in what we know as the Letter to the Philippians, 

or “the Book of Joy”. As Paul wrote that letter, he was under arrest once again for preaching about 

Jesus. 

 

Question: How do you think the people in Philippi may have felt later when they heard that Paul was 

in jail again? 

 

How different would it be today, if a former pastor wrote to our congregation from jail? Or would it 

be? 

 

What advise might you give to Paul upon learning that he was in jail yet again? 


