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Welcome and Greeting 
 

Please Stand 
 

Call to Worship 
P We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg Text and tune: Public domain 
 



 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P The Lord God is loving, merciful, and provides fresh beginnings every day. Our God 

has claimed us as His children and yet we often fail to live like we belong to Him. We 
try and fail, try again and fail again.  We are stuck in a pattern of brokenness and 
can’t break free on our own, but in Jesus Christ, we have hope! God has provided the 
Way for us to be made new again by admitting and confessing our need for His 
forgiveness in Christ. In these next few moments, we pause to seek His mercy and 
forgiveness once more. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and self-examination 
 

Prayer of Confession 
P Let us pray, 
C Heavenly Father, you love us perfectly and offer a fresh start once again today.  We 

thank you that by faith in your Son, Jesus, we have been given a new identity as 
your children.  We know that our lives are inconsistent with that identity.  We say 
one thing and do something else, but you continue to love us and call us back to 
yourself.  We pray that by your Holy Spirit's work, we would believe your Word 
and trust in your promise to forgive us.  We humbly ask that you help us to grow 
more fully into who you created us to be.  In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
we pray.  Amen  

P Our Heavenly Father loves us!  He gave His only son, Jesus Christ, to die in our place 
and for his sake, forgives us all our sins!  It is by His authority that I have the privilege 
to declare His forgiveness to you in Christ Jesus.  You are forgiven, and the new life is 
yours, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Video Hymn of Praise "In Christ Alone" by Mercy Me 
 

Prayer 
 

Romans 8:1–11 
 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in 
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 



set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But 
if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit who dwells in you. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Matthew 20:1–16 
 “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius 
a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and 
whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and 
the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found 
others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And 
when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when those 
hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when 
those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 
received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take 
what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110000979 Tune: Public domain 
 

       Sermon: "Kingdom Principles" 

                                   Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Please Stand 
 

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80 Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979 
 

 
Prayer of the Congregation 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Please remain standing 

 

Words of the Institution 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Communion Video: "God of All My Days" by Casting Crowns 
 

Continuous Distribution by Pastor 
(Family units will come forward to receive the elements and take them to their seats.  
Please wait to eat and drink until instructed)  

 

All receive the Sacrament together 
(Pastor will indicate when to take the wafer and the cup.) 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction 
 



921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Dismissal 
P Go in the peace and serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 
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