“And because you are sons, Godhas sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, erying, “Abba! Father!”
- Galatians 4:6 ESV
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Welcome and Greeting

Please Stand

Call to Worship
(P} This is the day the

Lord has made!

Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
[P) We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen!
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Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979
Tune: Public domain




Confession of Sin
P If God is for us, who is against us? He who gave us his own Son, now gives us
the Spirit and power! The Holy One is in our midst, but we realize that we are
far from being holy. We know our failures and come to our Lord in humility to
confess our sins, and God meets us with mercy.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Prayer of Confession:

P) If we confess our sins, God is faithful and will cleanse us.

Loving Father, there is more to life than we can grasp, yet how often we try
to shrink the mystery of your Spirit, or limit what is possible by your grace.
Your Spirit is always blowing new life into our days, surprising us with
wonder and blessing. Forgive us for dull awareness, resistance to your will,
and for being hesitant witnesses to your power in our lives. Cleanse us and
make us new once again. Thank you for your love for us in Jesus. In Christ’s
name we pray. Amen.

Assurance of Faith
[P) Because God has lavished his love and mercy on us in Jesus we are forgiven. He
sends and fills us with his Holy Spirit. We are more than conquerors; we are
forgiven!
Praise God, we are set free! We are overwhelmed by your Mercy and
Grace!

Please be seated

Hymn of Praise Video: "Overwhelmed" by Big Daddy Weave

Prayer of the Day
Galatians 3:23—4:7

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming
faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that
we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a
guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if
you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

| mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the
owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father.
In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary



principles of the world. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if
a son, then an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please Stand

Luke 8:26-39

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. When Jesus
had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long
time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. When
he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” For
he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had
seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would
break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) Jesus then asked him, “What
is your name?”” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. And they begged
him not to command them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of pigs was feeding
there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them
permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and drowned.

When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the
country. Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found
the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his
right mind, and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how the demon-
possessed man had been healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got
into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might
be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much
God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how
much Jesus had done for him.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated
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Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON:
BEFORE AND AFTER
GALATIANS 3:23-4:.7
Please Stand
783 Take My Life and Let It Be
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow in cease-less praise.
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be = Thy roy - al throne.
Take my-self, and I will be Ev - er, on - ly, all for Thee.
Prayer of the Congregation
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth



give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Please remain standing

Words of the Institution

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated

Video During Communion: "No Longer Slaves" by | AM THEY

Continuous Distribution by Pastor
(Family units come forward to receive the elements and take them to their seats. Please wait to
eat and drink until instructed.)

All Receive the Sacrament together

(Pastor will indicate when to take the wafer and then the cup.)
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851-1928
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain




Benediction
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Text: Charles Wesle

y, 1707-88, alt.

Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829 Text and tune: Public domain

The Dismissal

P} Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated and please wait for the ushers to dismiss you.
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