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Welcome and Greeting 
 

Please Stand 
 

Call to Worship 
P Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised! One generation will commend His works to 

another. 
C We will speak of His awesome deeds and declare His greatness. 
P The Lord is near to all who call on Him and He upholds all who are falling. 
C Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised! 
P We make our beginning in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen! 

 

869 With the Lord Begin Your Task 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Morgen- und Abend-segen, 1734, Waldenburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt.Tune: Peter Frank, 1616–75 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979Tune: Public domain 



Confession and Absolution 
 

Confession of Sin 

P God’s word is true! In His great love He has claimed us as His own! Dear friends, we 

are children of God, but we still struggle to think, speak or act the way God has called 

us. However, He promises that when we’re honest and confess our failures, He 

forgives us and cleanses us from all that makes us unholy. So, we pause now to 

reflect on our need for His mercy and forgiveness before we confess our sin. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Prayer of Confession: 

P Let us pray: 

C Almighty God, we realize that even though through faith in Jesus we have new 

life in You, our lives don’t always reflect who we are in Christ. We have sinned 

against You by what we have done and also by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart and we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, we humbly ask that You forgive us. Send us 

the power of Your Holy Spirit so we can grow more fully into who You created 

us to be in Christ. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Faith 

P Friends, hear the good news and believe! Almighty God, in His mercy, has given us 

His only Son, Jesus Christ to die for us and for His sake, forgives us all our sins! We 

have been redeemed and set free! Thanks be to God! 

C Hallelujah, we are forgiven! Hallelujah, we are set free! 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

Hymn of Praise Video: " The Power of the Cross" by Casting Crowns 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

 

Please be seated 
 

Deuteronomy 30:11–20 
 

“For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. It 

is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that 

we may hear it and do it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over 

the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ But the word is very near you. It 

is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.  
 

See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the commandments of 

the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his 

ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and 



multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession 

of it. But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other 

gods and serve them, I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long 

in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to 

witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore 

choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice 

and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that 

the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 

 

Luke 14:25–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

Now great crowds accompanied Jesus, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me 

and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come 

after me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down 

and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a 

foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to 

build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will 

not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 

against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a 

delegation and asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all 

that he has cannot be my disciple. 
 

“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is of no use either 

for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 



     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 

729 I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus sts. 1, 4–6 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon: 

An Easy Choice 

Deuteronomy 30:11-20 

 

Please Stand 

 

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80 Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979 

 

 
Prayer of the Congregation 

A Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
Please remain standing 

 

Words of the Institution  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Video During Communion: "Me On Your Mind" by Matthew West 
 

 



Continuous Distribution by Pastor 
(Family units come forward to receive the elements and take them to their seats. Please wait to 

eat and drink until instructed.) 

 

All Receive the Sacrament together 
(Pastor will indicate when to take the wafer and then the cup.) 

 

 

Thank the Lord 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 
 

 
918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Dismissal   

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Please be seated and please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. 
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