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Welcome and Greeting 

Please Stand 
 

Opening Litany 
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made! 

Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 
  

507 Holy, Holy, Holy sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P If God is for us, who is against us? He who gave us his own Son, now gives us the 

Spirit and power! The Holy One is in our midst, but we realize that we are far from 

being holy. We know our failures and so we come to our Lord in humility to confess 

our sins. 
 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Prayer of Confession  

P If we confess our sins, God is faithful and will cleanse us. 
C Loving Father, there is more to life than we can grasp, yet how often we try to 

shrink the mystery of your Spirit, or limit what is possible by your grace. Remind 
us again that the Spirit is always blowing new life into our days, surprising us with 
wonder and blessing. Forgive us for dull awareness, resistance to your will, and 
hesitant witness to your power in our lives. Cleanse us and make us new once 
again. Thank you for your love that comes to us in Jesus that we might have eternal 
life. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

 

Assurance of Faith  

P God’s word assures us that nothing in all of creation can separate us from his love that 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord! We are loved by God and by his mercy and grace in Jesus 

we are forgiven. In Christ we are more than conquerors; we are forgiven, and we are 

set free! 

C Praise God! Amen! 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 171 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Please be seated 
 

 

 

Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22–39   

 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, 

 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 

with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 

yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised 

him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. For 

David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

 for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 



therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

 my flesh also will dwell in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

 or let your Holy One see corruption. 

You have made known to me the paths of life; 

 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both 

died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and 

knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants 

on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 

abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that 

we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 

from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured 

out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. For 

David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord,  

Sit at my right hand, 

 until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that 

God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 

you crucified.” 

 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, 

and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what 

shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 
 

Gospel Reading: John 3:1–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 

from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus 

answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can 



he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, 

I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 

God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 

born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, 

and you hear its sound, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 

be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher 

of Israel and yet you do not understand these 

things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 

what we know, and bear witness to what we have 

seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 

except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent 

in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life. 

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

 

I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 



     who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge  

both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together  

is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
603 We Know That Christ Is Raised 

 

 

 



 
 
Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon: 

Released and Raised Up 

Acts 2:14a, 22-39 

 

 

 

(Please Stand) 
 

 
605 Father Welcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979 



Prayer of the Congregation 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of the Institution  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Continuous Distribution by Pastor 
(Family units come forward to receive the elements and take them to their seats. Please 

wait to eat and drink until instructed.) 

 

All Receive the Sacrament together 
(Pastor will indicate when to take the wafer and then the cup.) 

 

 

Special Music During Communion: 
 

The Invitation 
 

Steven Curtis Chapman 
 
 



(Please Stand) 
  
Thank the Lord 
 LSB 181 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Benediction 

 

 
921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 



 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 
 
The Dismissal 

P Go in Peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Please be seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you. 
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