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But from the beginning …  



Welcome and Greeting 
 

Please Stand 

 

Opening Litany 
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made! 

Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 

  

905 Come, Thou Almighty King 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

Confession of Sins  

P God’s Word is true: God loves us deeply and in Christ, claims us as His own!  

Dear friends, we are children of God, but what we will be through His work in our 

lives is not yet complete. We still struggle to live a godly life. However, He 

promises that when we confess our failures, He forgives us, cleanses us and makes 



us pure. With that wonderful promise in mind, we reflect on our need for His 

mercy once more. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Prayer of Confession  

P Father of mercies and God of all comfort and peace: 
C We know that we have failed to live as Your children. We are broken and 

confess that we are stuck in our sinful ways. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ we humbly pray for Your forgiveness. Set us free from 
the love of ungodly things and help us to grow more fully into who You created 
us to be in Christ. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
  

Assurance of Faith 
P Sisters and brothers we have great news! Almighty God has heard our prayer and 

has had mercy on us! Jesus Christ took our punishment when he died and for His 
sake, God forgives us all our sins! In His resurrection, Jesus secured our salvation! 
It is by His authority that I have the privilege to declare His forgiveness to you, in 
the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

C Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

 

Please be seated 

 

Genesis 2:18–25 
 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper fit for him.” So out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would 
call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The 
man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of 
the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and 
closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man 
he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 
 and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, 
 because she was taken out of Man.” 

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 
ashamed. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Please Stand 
 

Mark 10:2–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 Pharisees came up and in order to test Jesus asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses 
allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” And Jesus said to 
them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the 
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.’ So they 
are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.” 

 

 And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

 

 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples 
rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children 
come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” And he 
took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed  
 

  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible.  

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‐begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Please Be Seated 



706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979 

 

 
 

Sermon: 

Back to the Beginning 

Mark 10:2-16 

 

 
Please Stand 

 

783 Take My Life and Let It Be sts. 1–2, 6 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Congregation 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Words of the Institution  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Continuous Distribution by Pastor 
(Family units come forward to receive the elements and take them to their seats. Please wait 

to eat and drink until instructed.) 

 

All Receive the Sacrament together 
(Pastor will indicate when to take the wafer and then the cup.) 

 

Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Benediction 
 



922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979 
Tune: Public domain 
 

 
The Dismissal 

P Go in Peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Please be seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you. 
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