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Welcome and Greeting 
 

Please Stand 

 

Call to Worship 
P: The advent of Christ brings the love of God’s presence into our midst! 

C: We sing praises to God for the salvation Christ brings to us! 

P: Because of Christ, the weak are strengthened, the fearful are encouraged, and the 

unrighteous are redeemed! 

C: God has come to us in Christ to walk with us in the paths of righteousness, so we 

come to praise and worship our Lord and Savior. 

P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 

 

807 When Morning Gilds the Skies 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



Confession and Absolution 
 

Confession of Sins 151 

P Gracious God, we know we ought to be watching for signs of your presence and of 

your Son's coming. We are called to repent, and we admit there are times when we 

wonder if we’re truly your disciples. Then we hear your call again, and we lift our 

voices to bless you. Thank you for your Word that confronts us with the truth that we 

need to face: we are lost, we are broken, we need you. Come, Lord Jesus, bring us 

mercy. 
  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Prayer of Confession 

P Let us pray: 

C Merciful Savior, in our rush to Christmas joy, we confess that we would prefer to 

skip Advent's invitation to stillness, reflection and preparation. Shiny ornaments 

and twinkling lights are more appealing than looking at the ways we fall short of 

your will. Our busyness often numbs us to our failures. Come into our hearts with 

new mercies this hour, forgiveness that cleanses us from our guilt and sin, and 

grace sufficient for this day. We humbly pray in the name of Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Assurance of Faith 

P This saying is true and worthy of full acceptance: Jesus Christ came into the world to 

save sinners. Friends, hear the good news and believe: In Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven.  

C Hallelujah! Amen. 

  

700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Please be seated 

 

Psalm 25:1–10 

To you, O LORD, 

 I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 

 let not my enemies exult over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

Good and upright is the LORD; 

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

He leads the humble in what is right, 



 and teaches the humble his way. 

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 

 

Luke 21:25–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 Jesus said: “There will be signs in sun and moon and 

stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of 

the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear 

and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the 

Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now 

when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all 

the trees. As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves  

and know that the summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until 

all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will 

come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that 

you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before 

the Son of Man.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 



     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 
516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon: 

Watching 

Luke 21:25-36 
 

 

Please Stand 
 

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979 

 

 
Prayer of the Congregation 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

 

Words of the Institution  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Continuous Distribution by Pastor 
(Family units come forward to receive the elements and take them to their seats. Please wait to 

eat and drink until instructed.) 

 
All Receive the Sacrament together 
(Pastor will indicate when to take the wafer and then the cup.) 

 

Please Stand 

 

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 
Benediction 
 
 
921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 



 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
The Dismissal 

P Go in Peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Please be seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you. 
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Wednesday Advent Services 

Online Only at 5:15 p.m. 

December 1, 8, 15, 22 

 

2nd Advent Sunday, December 5 

8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.  

With Holy Communion 

 

3rd Advent Sunday, December 12  

8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.  

With Holy Communion 

 

4th Advent Sunday, December 22nd 

8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.  

With Holy Communion 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

Friday, December 24th 

4:30 p.m. – Candlelight Service 

7:00 p.m. – Candlelight Service  

 

Christmas Day Service online only  

Saturday, December 25th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 


