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Welcome and Greeting
Opening Litany (taken from Psalm 116)
Pastor: What shall we render to the Lord for all his benefits to us?
Congregation: We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of
the Lord,
P: Let us pay our vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.
C: We offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the Lord.
P: Let us pay our vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.
C: In the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!
Opening Hymn: #527 LSB vs 1, 2 & 3 O Savior, Precious Savior
sts. 1–3

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession
Pastor: This night is different from all other nights. Once we were in bondage as
slaves in Egypt, but the Lord brought us up out of that land. If God had not acted,
we would still be slaves in a foreign land. This night is different from all other
nights, because we remember how we have been set free.
Congregation: This night is like all the rest. We are in bondage to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against God by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We deserve to die in this place.
P: Yes, we have sinned against God and against one another, but as we confess our
sin, our God is faithful and just and he forgives us all our sin.
C: Our secrets are no longer hidden, and our desires have been made known. We
once were lost, but now we’re found. We were dead, but now we have new life.
This night is different from other nights.
P: This night is like all the rest. Almighty God, in his infinite mercy has given his
only Son, Jesus Christ to die for us and he does forgive us all our sin!
All: Tonight, we have peace with God, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen!
Hymn: #445 LSB vs 1 & 2 When You Woke That Thursday Morning

Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979

Scripture Reading: Mark 14:12-17
And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb,
his disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the
Passover?” And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and
a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters,
say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where
I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room
furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” And the disciples set out and went to
the city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.
And when it was evening, he came with the twelve.
Scripture Reading: John 13:1-11
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end.
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot,
Simon's son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from
supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.

Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord,
do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered
him, “What I am doing you do not understand
now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no
share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!”
Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does
not need to wash, except for his feet, but is
completely clean. And you are clean, but not
every one of you.” For he knew who was to
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you
are clean.”
#445 LSB vs 3 & 4 When You Woke That Thursday Morning
sts. 3–4

Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979

Scripture Reading: John 13:12-20
When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his
place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call
me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given
you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I
say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than
the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. I
am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be
fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ I am telling you this
now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am
he. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and
whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”
Hymn: #706 LSB Love in Christ Is Strong and Living

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000979

Scripture Reading: John 13: 31b-14:7
“Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet
a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I
also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where
I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” Peter said to
him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster
will not crow till you have denied me three times.
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to
where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you
would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.”
Hymn: #526 LSB vs 1, 2 & 4 You Are the Way; through You Alone

Tune and text: Public doma

Scripture Reading: Mark 14:18-25
And as they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one
of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to be sorrowful and
to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” He said to them, “It is one of the
twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. For the Son of Man goes as
it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”
And as they were eating, he took bread, and
after blessing it broke it and gave it to them,
and said, “Take; this is my body.” And he
took a cup, and when he had given thanks
he gave it to them, and they all drank of
it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of
the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of
the fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
A Reflection
We like Peter can be so confident at times, even boastful of our devotion to the
Lord. But then our eyes grow heavy as we try to pray. Our fears overtake us when a
friend seems uneasy with our faith and we shrink from speaking the words we know
they should hear of God’s love and mercy for them. We spout that we would have
done better than any of the twelve. But the truth is they are just like us and we are
just like them. Oh, we may not have traded Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, but we
certainly don’t stand up for him when others mock. The meek cause us to cower
even before a crowd cries out to crucify. Sleeping may be a better choice than an

outright failure, but it’s still our denial. No, we can’t stay awake. Yes, we hear our
own rooster and we weep with shame.
Scripture Reading: Mark 14:26-41
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus
said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and
the sheep will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”
Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.” And Jesus said to
him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny
me three times.” But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny
you.” And they all said the same.
And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And
he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” And
he took with him Peter and James and John, and
began to be greatly distressed and troubled. And
he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even
to death. Remain here and watch.” And going a
little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from
him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are
possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet
not what I will, but what you will.”
And he came and found them sleeping, and he
said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? Watch
and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And
again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they
did not know what to answer him. And he came the third time and said to
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has
come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
A Reading from Go to Dark Gethsemane (verse one)
Go to dark Gethsemane,
You who feel the tempter's pow'r;
Your Redeemer's conflict see;
Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away;
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Scripture Reading: John 15:1-13
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch
in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken
to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does
not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be
my disciples.
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.

Closing Hymn: #878 LSB vs 1-3 Abide with Me
sts. 1–3

Text and tune: Public domain

Benediction

