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FBC DOCTRINAL STATEME,NT
AS IT PERTAINS TO A PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE KEY DOCTRINES

FOUND IN THE BIBLE

HOLY SCRIPTURES

Authoritv
The Bible is the very Word of God (2Tim 3:16). Because of its Divine origin, the Bible, in its entirety is

inerrant, infallible, and inspired, in the original Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic manuscripts (lCorinthians 2:7-14;

1 Thessalonians213;2 Timothy 3:16;2Peterl:20-21).It is the foundation upon which the Church rests,

comprising not only the content of her message but also the methods by which she operates. Every aspect of
ministry must be filtered through the grid of the Scriptures. As God, He has the right to do what He wishes. As

the only Sovereign (lTimothy 6:15), His Word is final in all matters of faith and practice (Matther.v 5:18;

24:35; John 10:35; 17:17;2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 4:12;2 Peter 1:20-21).

Sufficiency
Not only are the Scriptures authoritative, they are also sufficient for Christian faith and practice. "A11 Scripture

is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the

man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work." (2 Timothy 3:16-17). The ramifications of this

verse are outstanding: Scripture, and Scripture alone, is sufficient for all areas of ministry, whether that be

preaching, teaching, and/or counseling. The modern Church does not need to look elsewhere for a model for
ministry: the Word of God is the very Truth of God necessary for Christian living and practice (John 17:17).

Through the Scriptures, He has given us everything pertaining to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).

Any ministry that claims to be Biblical will do everything possible to bring the Word of God to bear upon the

members of the congregation.

Because God's Word is authoritative and sufficient, it demands obedience and belief. God spoke in His written
Word by a process of dual authorship. The human authors were divinely superintended by the Holy Spirit, Who

used their individual personalities and various writing styles in composing and recording God's Word to man (2

PeterI:20-21) without error (Matthew 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:1 6). Although there may be many applications to any

given passage of Scripture, there is only one true interpretation. This one, true meaning of Scripture is to be

found as one applies the literal, grammatical historical method of interpretation under the Holy Spirit's ministry
of illumination (John 16:13-15; I Corinthians2:7-15).

GOD

There is only one living and true God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 45:5-7;1 Corinthians 8:4) who is perfect in all
His attributes. He is one in essence, eternally existing in three Persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew

28:19;2 Corinthians 13:14), each equally deserving worship and obedience.

God the Father
The first Person of the Trinity orders all things to His own praise and glory (Isaiah 48:1 1). He is the Creator of
all things (Genesis 1 : 1-3 1 ; Ephesians 3:9). He is sovereign over all His creation (Psalm 103:19; Romans 1 1 :36).
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God's sovereignty, however, does not imply that God is the author of sin or that he in any way approves of sin
(Habakkuk 1: 13; John 8:38-47).He has graciously chosen from eternity past those whom He would have as

His own (Ephesians l:4-6); He saves from sin all who come to Him through Jesus Christ; He adopts as his own
all those who come to Him; and He becomes, upon adoption, Father to His own (John 1:12; Hebrews 12:5-9).

God is jealous for His own glory, and He will not share it with anyone (Isaiah 48:1 1). Because this is such a

priority for God, this should be the ultimate goal and motivation for the Church. The most important question in
any ministry is,"Will this glorify God?" With God as the audience and the glory of God as the aim, biblical
ministry strives to reflect the awesome greatness and excellence of His name.

The glory of God is shown in at least four ways. First, God reveals His glory in creation (Psalm 19:1). Second,

the glory of God is revealed in His Son, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:3). Third, God is glorified in the salvation of
sinners (Ephesians l:6,12, and l4). Fourth, God is glorified in His people (1 Peter 4:10-1 l).

God the Son

Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, possesses all the divine excellences (Colossians 2:9). He is

coequal, consubstantial, and coeternal with the Father'(John 10:30; l4:9). The Lord Jesus Christ was virgin born
(Isaiah 7:I4;Matthewl:23,25;Lttke l:26-35): He was God incarnate (John l: I,l4). He is the exact

representation of God's nature (Hebrewsl :3).

He is both Creator (Colossians 1 :18) and Sustainer (Colossians 1 : 17) of all things. In the incamation, the

second person of the Trinity voluntarily laid aside the independent use of His divine attributes. By doing so, He

did not subtract His deity; on the contrary, He added humanity (Philippians 2:5-8; Colossians 2:9).He was the

perfect God-Man (Micah 5:2; John 14:9-10).

Jesus Christ, by His work on the cross, has been given the name, Lord (Philippians 2:9-lL). The Lord Jesus

Christ finished the work that the Father gave him to do and accomplished redemption through the shedding of
His blood and sacrificial death on the cross (John 19:30). His death was voluntary, vicarious, substitutionary,
propitiatory, and redemptive (John 10:15; Romans 3:24-25;5:8; 1 Peter 2:24). Our justification is made sure by
His literal, physical resurrection from the dead. He is now ascended to the right hand of the Father, where He
now mediates as our Advocate and High Priest (Romans 4:25;8:34; Hebrews 7:25;9:24;1 John 2:1).

Jesus' bodily resurrection is also the guarantee of a future resurrection life for all believers (Romans l: 4; 4:25;
6:5-10; 1 Corinthiansl5:20, 23). Jesus Christ will return to receive the church, which is His Body, at the rapture
(I Thessalonians 4:13-1g). After the seven year Tribulation period, He will return with His church in glory and

will establish His millennial kingdom on earth (Revelation 20)' The Lord Jesus Christ is the One through whom
God will judge all mankind (Matthew 25:31-46; Iohn5:22-23;1 Corinthians 3:10-1 5; 2 Corinthians 5:10;
Revelation 20:11-15).

As the Mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5),the Head of His Body, the Church, (Ephesians l:20-
23;5:23; Colossians 1:1g), and the coming universal King, who will reign on the throne of David (Isaiah 9:6;
Luke 1:31-33), He is the final Judge of all who fail to place their trust in Him as Lord and Savior (Matthew
25 :14-46; Acts I 7:30-3 I ).

On the basis of the efficacy of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the believing sinner is freed from the
punishment, the penalty, the power, and one day the very presence of sin (1 Corinthians 15:54-57); andthat he

is declared righteous, given eternal life, and adopted into the family of God (Romans 3:25;5:8-9; 2 Corinthians
5:14-15;1 Peter 2:24;3:18). He is the sole means of salvation (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).
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God the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, is a divine Person, possessing all the attributes of personality
and deity including intellect (1 Corinthians 2:10-13), emotions (Ephesians 4:30), will (lCorinthians 12l.ll),
eternality (Hebrews 9:14), omnipresence (Psalm 139:7-10), omniscience (Isaiah 40:13-14), omnipotence
(Romans 15:13), and truthfulness (John 16:13). In all the divine attributes He is coequal and consubstantial with
the Father and the Son (Acts 5:3-4;1 Corinthians 12:4-6).It is the work of the Holy Spirit to execute the divine
will with relation to all mankind. He is sovereign in creation (Genesis l:2),the incarnation (Matthew 1:18), the

written revelation (2 Peter l:20-27), and the work of salvation (John 3:5-7).

The work of the Holy Spirit in this age began at Pentecost when He came from the Father as promised by Christ
(John 14:16-171' 15:26) to initiate and complete the building of the Body of Christ, which is His church (1

Corinthians 12:13). The broad scope of His divine activity includes convicting the world of sin, of
righteousness, and ofjudgment (John 16:7-9); gloriffing the Lord Jesus Christ and transforming believers into
the image of Christ (Romans 8:29;2 Corinthians 3:18). The Holy Spirit is the supernatural and sovereign Agent
in regeneration (John 3:6; Titus 3:5),baptizing all believers into the Body of Christ (Acts 1:5; I Corinthians
l2:I3). The Holy Spirit also indwells, sanctifies, instructs, empowers them for service, and seals them unto the
day of redemption (Romans 8:9;2 Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 1:13).

The Holy Spirit is the divine Teacher, who guided the apostles and prophets into all truth as they committed to
writing God's revelation, the Bible (John 16:13;2 Peter l: 19-21). Every believer possesses the indwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit from the moment of salvation (Romans 8:9; Ephesians 1:I4),and it is the duty of all
those born of the Spirit to be filled with (controlled by) the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). The Holy Spirit administers

spiritual gifts to the church (1 Corinthians 12:1 1). The Holy Spirit glorifies neither Himself nor His gifts, but
He does glorifu Christ by implementing His work of redeeming the lost and building up believers in the most
holy faith (John 16:13-14; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians12:4-11;2 Corinthians 3:18).

God the Holy Spirit is sovereign in the restoring of all His gifts for the perfecting of the saints today. Speaking
in tongues and the working of sign miracles in the beginning days of the church were for the purpose of
pointing to and authenticating the apostles as revealers of divine truth: they were never intended to be

characteristic of the lives of believers (l CorinthiansT2:4-71; 13:8-10; 2 Corinthiansl2:T2; Ephesians 4:7 -12).

The Holy Spirit brings comfort to the downcast (Acts 9:31). He also helps in times of weakness, interceding

according to the will of God in the behalf of the elect (Romans 8:26-27). In the life of every genuine believer,
He produces fruit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
(Galatians 5:22-23).

The Holy Spirit, being equal with God the Father and God the Son, is not to be ignored in the Church. So often
He is dismissed as inferior to the Father and the Son. It is the Holy Spirit Who brings unbelievers to Christ and

produces Christlikeness in every believer. Because He is the Holy Spirit, any effort towards holiness needs to
perform in a spirit of humble dependence on the power of the Holy Spirit.

MAN
Man was directly and immediately created by God in His image and likeness (Genesis l:26-27;9:6;I
Corinthians I 1:7). He was created free of sin with a rational nature, intelligence, volition, self-determination,
and moral responsibility to God (Genesis 2:7, 15-25; James 3:9). God's intention in the creation of man was that
man should glorifr God (Isaiah 43:7), enjoy God's fellowship (Colossians 1:16), live his life in the will of God,

and by this accomplish God's purpose for man in the world (Revelation 4:11). Instead of perfectly obeying God,

Adam chose to disobey Him (Genesis 3:1-7).
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As a result of this, Adam (and all subsequent mankind) lost his innocence, thus bringing spiritual and physical

death upon the human race and becoming subject to the wrath of God (Romans I : 18; Ephesians 2:3;5:6;
Colossians 3:6). With no recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, man is hopelessly lost. As a
result of this, man is totally comrpt and incapable of rendering appropriate and acceptable spiritual service to
God, apart from His initiating and intervening grace (Ephesians 2:4; Colossians 2:13). Because all men were in
Adam, a nature comrpted by Adam's sin has been transmitted to allmen of all ages (1 Corinthians 15:22), Jesus

Christ being the only exception (Hebrews 4:15;7:26).

All men are then sinners by nature, by choice, and by divine declaration (Psalm 14:l-3; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans

3:9-18, 23; 5:10-12). Man, therefore, is born in a state of sinful, total depravity (Psalm 51 :5). The unregenerate

man does not understand the things of God (1 Corinthians 1:18;2:14). His mind is darkened (Romans 1: 21;

Ephesians 4:17-18), depraved (Romans l:28), and defiled (Titus 1:15). God labels the unregenerate mind as

continual evil (Genesis 6:5; Ecclesiastes 9:3). He is an enemy of God (Romans 5:10; 8:7; Colossians l:2I) and

a lover of wickedness (John 3:I9-20),just as Satan, the father of every unrepentant sinner (John 8:44). The

unbeliever is enslaved to sin and various lusts, unable to deliver himself (John 8:34; Romans6:17,20: Titus3:3)

He is totally unable to please God or do that which is pleasing in His sight (Romans 3:12). He does not even

have the desire or capability to seek God on his own initiative (Romans 3:1 1).

SALVATION
The salvation of man is wholly of God's grace through the redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ (3:15;

John 3:36; Romans 6:23;Ephesians 2:1-10).

Regeneration

Regeneration is a supernatural, instantaneous work of the Holy Spirit, wherein spiritual life is given to the

spiritually dead (Titus 3:5) through the preaching of the Word of God (John 5:24;Ephesians 1:13-14). This is

often called the second birth (John 3:3-7). The sinner, having been given repentance (Acts 5:31 ; ll:18; 2

Timothy 2:25) and faith (Acts 13:48; Philippians l:29;2 Peter 1:1), responds in faith to the Divine initiative and

offer of salvation.

Justification
Justification is instantaneous legal act of God whereby He declares the regenerate "not guilty' as well as

declaring the saint "righteous" by imputing the very righteousness of God to the account of the converted sinner
(Romans 3;26,28 4:5;5:l;8:30, 33-34). This presupposes the instantaneous Divine initiative of regeneration and

granting repentance and faith to the sinner, so that he confesses Jesus Christ as Lord.

This righteousness is not a human work or virtue (Romans 3:20; 4:6; Philippians 3:9). In the transaction, God

takes our sins and imputes them to Christ (Colossians2:14; I Peter 2:24). He then imputes the very

righteousness of God to our account, thus declaring us righteous (1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 5:2I). God

is both'Just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus" (Romans 3:26).

Sanctilication
Positional s ancttlication :
At the moment of salvation, every believer is set apart unto God, by the act ofjustification, and is declared to be

holy, thus given the identification "saint" (Romans l:7; I Corinthians I :2; Ephesians 1 :1 ; Colossians 1 :2). This

sanctification has to do with the believer's standing, not his present walk or condition (Acls20:32; 1 Corinthians

l:2,30;6:ll; Hebrews 2:11; 10:10, 14).
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Progressive sanctffication:
Subsequent to the moment of salvation, the believer thereby enters into a daily conflict. His battle is between

the new creation in Christ and the flesh (Romans 7:14-25). By the work of the Holy Spirit, the believer is

consistently sanctified in his daily walk. Therefore, it is appropriate to say both, "I am holy," and "I am

becoming more holy." Through obedience to the Word of God and the enablement of the Holy Spirit, the

believer is able to progress in his sanctification, becoming conformed and transformed into greater

Christlikeness (Johnl7:17; Romans 6:7-12;2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4;5:23).

This struggle between the new creation and the flesh will not end until we are glorified in the presence

Of Jesus Christ. A11 claims for sinless perfection in this life are completely false (l John l: 8-9).

However, through the empowering ministry of the Holy Spirit, there is adequate provision for victory (Galatians

5:t6-25; Ephesians 4:22-24; Philippians l:6;3:12; Colossians 3:9-10; I Peter l:14-16;1 John 3:5-9).

Securitv
A1l the redeemed, once saved, are kept forever by God's power; therefore, they are secure forever (John

5:24;6:37-40;10.27-30; 17:11; Romans 5:9-10; 8:1, 3l-39; 1 Corinthiansl:7-9; Ephesians l:73;4:30;l

Thessalonians 5:23-24;2 Timothy I :I2;Hebrews 7:25;13:5; 1 Peter 1:5; I John 2:19 Jude}4) The phrase "once

saved always saved" has caused some confusion about believers'Although the concept is Biblical, certain abuse

has come about from the phrase. The phrase does not imply that once a person is saved, he/she can live however

he/she wishes. Liberty from sin does not imply license to sin (Romans 6:1 -2,15 -22;13:13 -14; Galatians 5:I3,

25-26; Titus 2:1 I -14). A better phrase to use is "perseverance of the saints." Genuine believers will persevere

to the end (Matthew 10:22;24: 13; Mark 13:13; I Corinthians 1:8). Those who fail to persevere demonstrate

that they were never regenerate (1 John 2:19)

Assurance

It is the privilege of every born-again believer to enjoy assurance of his salvation. This assurance contains both

subjective and objective aspects.

Subjective assurancei

The subjective aspect of assurance is gained through the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Also,

believers are cornmanded to perform regular times of self-examination (1 Corinthians 1 1 :28;2 Corinthians

13:5). Works alone, however, cannot validate one's salvation. External works can even be performed by

unbelievers! Believers can take comfort in the fact that assurance does not come from experience or personal

achievements.

Objective assurancei

The objective aspect of assurance is gained through the finished work of Christ on our behalf. These include the

promises of Scripture, which serve as the anchor of our souls. God, cannot lie thus His word cannot lie (John

17:17; Titus 1:2); therefore, believers can trust the certainties found within the Word. The purpose of 1 John is

stated within the book, "These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order

that you may know that you have eternal life" (5:13).

Therefore, this book is a great objective means by which one can measure whether he is saved or not. Romans

l5:4 contains both objective and subjective aspects: "For whatever was written in earlier times was written for
our instruction, that through perseverance (subjective) and the encouragement of the Scriptures (objective) we

might have hope." In the end, both objective and subjective aspects ale needed to diagnose whether one is saved

or not. Full assurance comes through both objective and subjective elements of the faith.
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Repentance

Repentance is more than simply feeling sorrow for one's sin. This is worldly sorrow, which is not like godly

sorrow. Judas felt remorse, but not repentance (Matthew 27:3). Paul said that the sorrow that is from God
produces a repentance that leads to salvation (2 Corinthians 7:9-10). Repentance is a change of purpose that
manifests itself in a turning from sin. This is illustrated by the young Thessalonian church, "For they themselves

report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a

living and true God" (1 Thessalonians 1:9). Repentance is not optional in receiving Christ as Lord and Savior.

Throughout the New Testament, God has plainly written that all who come to Him must come in repentance.

Repentance, however, is not a human work: it is a Divine gift (Acts 5:31; 1 l: 18: 2 Timothy 2:25).It is not
something added to the Christian life after conversion; on the contrary, it is a vital part of conversion itself. It
has been said that faith and repentance are two sides of the same coin, and that coin is conversion. The doctrine

of repentance was preached clearly by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:2,8; Luke 3:8), Jesus (Matthew 4:17; Luke
5:32;13:3,5;24:47), and the apostles (Acts 2:36, 38; 3:19; 11:18; 17:30;20:21;2 Corinthians 7:I0;2 Timothy
2:25).

Role of Works
Salvation never has come through human works or achievements (Romans 3:20; Galatians 2:16). Preconversion

works are not meritorious in the slightest. Salvation is entirely a gift of God's grace (Ephesians 2:8;3:7).
Genuine salvation, however, will manifest itself by works. These works do not have any part in earning

salvation; however, they do play apart in authenticating salvation. One does not work for his salvation; on the

contrary, he must work out his salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians2:12). Genuine salvation, which
includes repentance, is rirarked by righteous deeds and conduct. Every believer's life is marked out beforehand

for good works (Ephesians 2:10).

One's salvation willbe evidenced by his works (Ephesians 5:1,1-21; Colossians 3: 16;2Peter 1:4- 10). James

asked a rhetorical question about a faith that has no works, "Can that faith save him?" (2:1$. the implied
answer is, "No!" He expresses this thought in one phrase, "faith without works is dead" (2:26). There is no

contradiction between Paul and James. They are both attacking the same issue from two different perspectives.

Paul deals with the Judaizers, who were trying to earn their salvation by works. Thus, Paul responds that works
cannot earn salvation (Romans3:20; Galatians 2:16). James, on the other hand, deals with people who thought
that they could live the Christian life and never display any righteous fruit. In other words, genuine faith will
demonstrate itself through works.

Separation
Throughout the New and Old Testaments, Scripture instructs believers to separate from sin (2 Corinthians 6:14-
7:1). In the last days, before Christ comes again, apostasy and worldliness will increase (2 Timothy 3:1-5). The

only proper response to the unmerited grace of God that is given to every believer is that of total consecration,

to the One Who alone is worthy of our praise 0. Believers should never bring reproach upon the name and

character of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Instead, believers should be separated from the world, and

separated to Jesus Christ (2 Thessalonians 1:ll-12; Hebrews l2:I-2). The Christian life, therefore, is one of
obedient righteousness (Matthew 5:2-72) and continual holiness (Romans l2:1- 2;2 Corinthians 7:l;Hebrews
12:14; Titus 2:ll-14;I John 3:1-10) Believers are to separate from all religious apostasy and worldly and sinful
practices, as commanded by God (Romansl2:l-2;l Corinthians 5:9-13; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:l; 1 John 2:15-

17;2 Joln 9-11).
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LAST THINGS

Death

After physical death, there is a separation of the soul and body (Philippians l:21-24)'The soul of the regenerate

is immediately ushered into the very presence of God (Luke 23:43: Philippians l:23;2 Corinthians 5:8), where

he enjoys fellowship with Jesus Christ. This continues until his soul and body are reunited at the Rapture (1

Thessalonians 4: 13-17), which initiates the first resurrection (Revelation20:4-6). After the Rapture, our soul

and glorified body will be reunited, to last for eternity (Philippians3:21; 1 Corinthians l5:35-44,50-54).
Everyone will be resurrected, the believing to eternal life (Daniell2,'2; John 6:39; Romans 8:23;2
Corinthians 4:14) and the unbelieving to judgment and eternal punishment (Daniel I2:2; John 5:29; Revelation

20:13-1 5).

The souls of the unrepentant are kept under punishment until the second resurrection (Luke 16 19-26;

Revelation 20:13-15), when the soul and resurrection body will be united (John 5:28-29). Following this, they

will each appear before the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15), where the unbelieving will be

cast into hell (Matthew 25:41-46), separated from God forever (Daniel l2:2;Matthew 2541-46 2 Thessalonians

l:7-9). Thus, the concepts of soul sleep, purgatory, reincarnation, and annihilation are to be rejected.

Imminence of Christ's return
Jesus Christ will personally, bodily return to remove His Church from this earth at the Rapture, which will take

place before the seven year Tribulation (John l4:l-3;1 Thessalonians 4:15-5:1 1; I Corinthians 15:51-53; Titus

2:13), Between the Rapture and the Second Coming, He will reward believers at the Bema Seat, according to

their works (l Corinthians 3:11-15;2 Corinthians 5:10). The exact day and hour of this event is not known to

anyone but the Father (Matthew 24:36). Because no man knows the day or hour, the proper response is that of
expectancy and hope (Colossians 3:4; James 5:7-9). Above all, the imminent return of Jesus Christ should cause

believers to live pure, holy, godly lives (2 Peter 3: 11-14).

Tribulation Period

Immediately following the Rapture, God will begin to pour out His judgments upon the unbelieving world
(Jeremiah 30:7; Daniell2:l;2 Thessalonians 2:7-12; Revelation 16). The climax of these judgments will be the

personal return of Jesus Christ to the earth (Matthew 24:27-31;25:31-46; 2 Thessalonians 2:8). At this time the

01d Testament and tribulation saints will be raised and the living will be judged (Daniel 12:2-3; Revelation
20:4-6). This period includes the seventieth week of Daniel's prophecy (Daniel 9:24 -27; Matthew 24:I5 -3l;
25:31 - 46).

Second Coming and Millennial Kingdom
Following the seven year Tribulation, Christ will physically and bodily return to the earth (Acts 1: 10- l l) to
occupy the throne of David (Matthew 25,31; Luke l:32-33; Acts 2:30). He will then begin His Messianic

kingdom, which will last for a literal, thousand years on the earth (Revelation 20:l-7). During this thousand

year reign, the resurrected saints will reign with Him (Daniel 7:18; Revelation 19:11-16). This reign will be

preceded by the overthrow of the Antichrist and the False Prophet, and by the removal of Satan from the world
(Daniel 7:17-27; Revelation 201-7). The kingdom itself will be the fulfillment of God's promise to Israel (Isaiah

65:17 -25; Ezekiel 37 :21-28; Zechariah 8: 1 - 17) to restore them to the land which they forfeited through their
disobedience (Deuteronomy 28 : 1 5-68).
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The result of their disobedience was that Israel was temporarily set aside (Matthew 2l:43; Romans 11: 1-26) but
will again be awakened through repentance to enter into the land of blessing (Jeremiah 31:31 -34; Ezekiel 3

6:22-32; Romans ll:25 -29). Our Lord's reign will be characterizedby harmony, justice, peace, righteousness,

and long life (Isaiah ll; 65:17-25; Ezekiel 36:33-38), and will be brought to an end with the release of Satan

(Revelation 20:7).

Judsment of the Lost
At the end of the thousand year Millennial kingdom, Satan will be released (Revelation 20:7). He will deceive

the nations of the earth, gathering an almy to fight against the saints the beloved city; however, they will soon

be destroyed by fire from heaven (Revelation20:9). At this point, Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire and

brimstone (Matthew 25:41.; Revelation 20:10). Christ, the Judge of all men (John 5:22), will resurrect and judge

the great and the small at the Great White Throne judgment (Revelation 20:11-15). This resurrection of the

unsaved for judgment will be a physical resurrection (Romans 14:10-12). Upon receiving their just judgment,

they will be banished to an eternal, conscious punishment in the lake of fire (Matthew 25:41; Revelation20:14-
rs).

Eternitv
After the closing of the millennium, the temporary release of Satan, and the judgment of unbelievers (2

Thessalonians I :9; Revelation 20:7 -15), the saved will enter the eternal state of glory with God, after which the
elements of this earth are to be dissolved (2 Peter 3:10) and replaced with a new earth where in only
righteousness dwells (Revelation 2I-22). Following this, the heavenly city will come down out of heaven

(Revelation 2l:2) andwill be the dwelling place of the saints, where they will enjoy eternal fellowship with
God and one another (John 17:3; Revelation 2l-22). Our Lord Jesus Christ, having fulfilled His redemptive

mission, will then deliver up the kingdom to God the Father (1 Corinthians 15,,24-28) that in all spheres the
triune God may reign forever and ever (1 Corinthians 15:28).

Church Covenant (this is what you will read aloud with the congregation when joining the church)

Having trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ as my Savior, having been baptized by immersion, and agreeing
100% with the articles of Faith and philosophy of ministry of Faith Baptist Church, I enter into covenant
with the members of Faith Baptist Church. I promise to love as Christ communds and to protect the unity of
the church. I pledge to faithfully support the ministries of this church with my prayers, my attendance, my
spiritual gifts, and my Jinances. I will live in accordance with the principles of godly living as taught by this
church and strive to please the Lord, always remaining open to His leadership. I will seek to lead other
people to Christ and seek to bring them into this churchfamily.
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Faith Baptist Church Constitution

CONSTITUTION

Preamble - The following Articles and By Laws are compiled to govern the administration and ministry of
the church and equip the members with their duties and privileges.

Article I - The name of the church organization shall be called The Faith Baptist Church of Sarasota, FL,
Inc.

Article II - Pumose: The mission of the church is to equip the Saints for the work of the ministry by

teaching them the Word of God. This includes helping believers worship the Lord in Spirit and

in Truth; make disciples; observe the ordinances of Baptism, the Lord's
Supper and Ordination; and be salt and light to the world.

Article V - Finance: The church shall be supported by the offerings of its membership and any fundraising
projects presented By the Trustees and approved by the membership.

Article VI - Dissolution: If this local church should dissolve and cease to exist as a local assembly of
believers, all of its assets and funds shall be given to another 501c3 charitable organization(s) of
similar faith and practice. This selection is to be made by the majority vote of Deacon and

Trustee Board members.

Article III - Authority: The Bible, as understood and taught by the pastor(s) and deacons shall be the final
authority on all matters relating to faith and practice for the church as a body.

Article IV - Government and Afflliation: The church is an unaffiliated independent body of baptized

believers but may affiliate with a denominational organization should the members approve

such affiliation according to the rules of Article II, Section 3 of the Church By Laws. The

governmbnt of the church shall be exercised according to congregational will and through the

guidance of the Senior Pastor in concert with the pastoral staff, Deacons and Trustees. The

documents of govemment willbe the Bible, Church Constitution, and any official Policies.


