
‘Enjoying Christmas All Year Long’        Luke 2:17-20 
 

Introduction:   

      Our passage describes four responses of those who first heard the news that Christ had been born.   Each verse 

tells of a different response, and the four responses together tell us how to celebrate Christmas—not just in 

December but all year long.  

 

I. Proclaiming  vs. 17 

     Luke tells us that the shepherds “made known the saying”.   First they heard and saw the spectacular angelic 

revelation. Then, after their initial and understandable fear, they responded in faith.    And what did they do then?  

They told everyone they met what they had seen and heard.  Would we have been as obedient?    

Good news is for ___________!    

 

II. Wondering  vs. 18 

   A.  I’m sure that “amazed” is a mild word to describe the reaction of those who heard the shepherds.  

   B.  You could say there are two kinds of amazement.  The first has to do with temporary fascination over an 

unusual turn of events.    The second kind of amazement we could call “Holy Wonder.”  It’s a kind of awe that 

comes from seeing God at work in the world.     

    Christmas is indeed a cause for holy wonder.  How can it be that God should become a man?   How could the 

world ignore his coming?   And what sort of God comes into the world like this?     We all ought to be amazed at 

Christmastime.  If you managed to go through this Christmas season without ever pausing to think about the 

wonder of it all, then you have missed much of the reason for Christmas.   

 

III. Pondering  vs. 19  

   A.   It says Mary treasured these things and she pondered them.  Pondering goes deeper than wondering.  

It means to take the events as you have laid them out in your memory and then to go beneath the surface to try to 

understand what it all means and why it happened the way it did.  

 

   B.  Pondering can be hard work, which is why many never get around to it.   And yet this is the perfect time of 

the year to do it. What better time than the end of ___________ to ponder what God has been teaching you?   To 

look back over the last 12 months and consider the ways and works of God in your life and in the world around 

you as well as to consider how God is leading you in the new year.  

   In every tough time, if we walk with God through it, there is a blessing in it, of some kind. Don’t miss the 

blessing.  God wants to bless you, that’s His nature, and He will use good times and hard times to do it.  

              Because life isn’t perfect, and life isn’t easy, but life is good, because it’s a gift from God.  

 

IV. Glorifying  vs. 20 

   The final verse tells us that the shepherds were profoundly___________ by what they had experienced.   

To say that the shepherds “glorified” God means that having seen Jesus in the manger, they were overwhelmed by 

God’s power, His grace, His goodness, His wisdom, and the amazing miracle of the incarnation.   They simply 

couldn’t stop talking about what they had seen and heard.  

     Will we be changed by Christmas?   Or will it be back to business as usual?      For the shepherds, life would 

never be the same.    Oh yes, the work was the same but they were different.  

     They went back with new zeal, new joy, and new love for God in their hearts.  

 

   How shall we celebrate Christmas now that Christmas is past?   

             

Proclaiming the good news that Christ has come.    Wondering at God’s amazing plan. 

    Pondering the works of God.    Glorifying God in your daily lives. 

         Start where you are and with what you have and God will meet you there.   

                  By doing these things you can have Christmas all year long! 
 


