
‘What Then Should We Do with the Bible?’   Matt. 5:17-20 
Series title:  What does it mean to live a good life? 

 
Introduction:   
  Is there an absolute, permanent basis for truth, for law, for what is right and wrong, for what it means 
to live a good life?  Well, that question is the essence of what Jesus teaches in this passage. Jesus says 
the law of the eternal, sovereign God is absolute, eternal and abiding and that He didn’t come to do 
away with any of it in the least, but to _________ it completely. 
    Jesus took the Bible totally seriously and He was the wisest person to have ever lived, so what does 
that say?     If you take Jesus seriously, you must also take the Bible seriously.   
         Let’s look briefly at some of what is taught in this passage. 
 
I.  The Bible is supreme. 5:17 
  A. The Bible is supreme over all other writings because its author is God.  2 Tim. 3:16  So, because of 
this, the Word of God judges us, we do not sit as judges over the Word of God. 
 
   B. Next, the Bible is supreme because it was accomplished or fulfilled by Christ.  Jesus fulfilled it by 
being its fulfillment.  Every commandment He kept.  Every requirement He met.  
 
II. The Bible is settled forever.  5:18    Ps. 119:89 
   A. Every commandment, every prophesy, every figure of speech, every symbol will be accomplished.  
Talk about a clear statement from no less a person than the Son of God that the Bible is completely true.  
 
   B. God’s word cannot be _________. It can be disobeyed, but it cannot be broken.  It will all be 
fulfilled.  It will accomplish exactly what God sent it to do.  Isa. 55: 11  
 
III. The Bible is practical and to be shared.  5:19 
    Jesus says He will hold in low esteem those who hold His word, the Bible, in low esteem.  However, 
on the positive side, whoever obeys them and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom.    
Greatness is not determined by gifts, success, size of ministry or popularity, but by a believer’s view of 
Scripture as revealed in the believer’s life and words.   
 
IV.  The Bible shows us the way to the Kingdom of Heaven.  5:20 
     You might be saying: How can I do that?  I can’t do better than them.  Jesus was utterly unimpressed, 
unafraid and unintimidated by those religious leaders.  He said those guys totally missed the point.   
The Law acts as your tutor to lead you to Christ.  It teaches us that we need God’s help, we need a 
Savior, a Redeemer to save us from all our sins and give us a new, right and good standing with God! 
 
V. What then should we do with the Bible? 
   A. Receive it gladly, believe it for what it truly is, the eternal, abiding, permanent Word.     Does God 
not have the ability to keep His word pure and accurate?       Or it that too much for Him?!   
   B. Honor God’s word.       Hold it in high esteem.       Love it.  
 
   C. Share it.     Teach it. The Word of God is able in a ________ way to make one wise, to show the 
way to eternal life, it offers hope and correction.     It shows us what is right and what is wrong.     
   D. Obey it.     Don’t just admire it, do it.  Don’t let it sit on the shelf gathering dust, practice it. 
  How do we do that?    The Navigators hand illustration.   
 
         Do you want to hear a great promise from the Lord?    Josh. 1:8 
     


