
‘Heroes Wanted!’   Jeremiah 38:1-13 
 
Introduction:  We love heroes.  We need heroes today. Our kids need to see and hear of real heroes 
who go out and fight for right, for the vulnerable, the helpless, against the forces of greed and power and 
hatred.  In our passage for today we will see just such a hero. 
 
I. Setting the stage for our hero to emerge. 
   A. God is always up to something. We usually never know the half of it of what He is up to in any 
given situation.  That is one reason why the prophetic word of God is so needed. 
   B. Our passage for today has a number of similarities in it to Easter.  Jeremiah’s life experiences have 
often been compared to some of the things Jesus went through.  
 
   1. He was rejected. First, bad people had rejected the word of God.  The gang, King Zedekiah’s 
cabinet, were so angry at Jeremiah that they had him beaten up and then imprisoned.  
    a. The gang called him a ________.  But Jeremiah was no traitor. He was speaking the words of God 
and so they wanted to kill him, to silence him, to cancel him.   
    b. The gang of four were like the liberal pastors of their day. They wanted a God who wouldn’t hurt a 
flea. They wanted a God who had no moral standards so they could feel good about doing whatever they 
felt like doing.  We have many pastors in our land who try to preach a God like that.  
    c. We too need to realize that as a church in a post-Christian world, truth is not always welcome. And 
if you speak God’s truth, you might end up like Jeremiah.              ill. GQ 
 
  2. He was executed. The gang of four wanted to kill Jeremiah, to cancel him.  King Zedekiah’s 
response showed that he was a coward, a slave to political pressure, like Pontius Pilate. 
 
  3. He was delivered. Jeremiah was persecuted, was left to die, but he didn’t end up dying. God had 
promised that He would protect Jeremiah. Here’s how it happened and here’s where our hero comes in. 
 
II. God’s hero for just such a time as this. 
   A. Confidence in God. God can use anybody who trusts Him.  Ebed-Melech was an unknown slave, a 
Cushite, a Gentile, an Ethiopian, African man who was also a eunuch.  His name simply means: servant 
of the king.  His _______ was defined by what he did.  But he did count in God’s eyes.    39:15-18 
 
   B. Courage.  The king and his cabinet, the gang of four, were conducting official kingdom business, 
and this slave walks in and says: 38:9.  He accuses the king’s cabinet of being evil men, right to their 
faces.  Not a good career move.  This single, brave man forced King Zedekiah’s hand.  
   We need people of courage today.  In these days where our Big Brother culture is trying almost 
everywhere to silence God’s word, we need people who will be as shrewd as serpents and as innocent as 
doves.  They will have to watch what they say carefully, yet will not be silent or be silenced.   
 
   C. Compassion.  One more trait we see in this hero is his compassion. 38:11,12.  He went down to the 
linen closet and found the softest rags or clothes he could find. Why?  So that when they used ropes to 
lift Jeremiah out, he could wrap the rope in cloth so the ropes would not hurt him.  It was a beautiful act 
of kindness that showed the man’s great love for God’s prophet.  He not only wanted to save Jeremiah’s 
life from the pit but he showed real care for his ______ as well.  Bodies do matter, God made them.   
 
     We need heroes today.  We need to tell our kids and grandkids the true stories of the heroes of 
yesteryear.   We need parents to be heroes to their kids.  We need grandparents who will be heroes to 
their grandkids.   Anyone can be a hero. May we too show the confidence in God, the courage and 
compassion that Ebed-Melech demonstrated.  


