
‘Good Things to Remember When You Can’t Figure God Out’    John 11:1-37 

   It’s good to remember things.  Since 1971 Memorial Day has been observed annually on the last 

Monday in May.  The purpose is to honor the nation’s military personnel killed in wartime, it’s a day of 

remembrance.   As we prepare to enter into a day to remember those who died for liberty, it is also 

fitting to remember the One who died to set us free from spiritual tyranny.    

 

I. Four signs that He doesn’t seem to make sense. 

   A. His timing.  Have you ever questioned God’s timing?  Have there ever been times when you 

wished God would work just a little ______?  Martha and Mary questioned Jesus’ timing.   John 11:5,6.   

 

   B. His use of extreme measures.  Sometimes God asks the strangest things, things that make no sense 

to us at all.  Marching around Jericho.  Jesus dying on the cross.  

 

   C. He seems to choose the wrong people.  He also seems to choose people we would never choose. 

    Like Samson, Jonah, Amos, Rahab, the apostle Thomas, or us!   

 

   D. His teachings, which are the opposite of what our world teaches. By this I mean Jesus’ startling 

statements like the last shall be first, the humble shall be exalted, blessed are the poor in spirit.  

    When we question God’s ways, if we’re not careful, it can turn quickly into bitterness and a lack of 

trust, where we think we are _________ than God.  

 

II. Six boundary-line teachings to remember when God doesn’t seem to make sense. 

   By boundary line, I mean these 6 things act like the borders of a jigsaw puzzle.  

 

   A. It’s absolutely impossible to remove all the mystery.  1 Cor. 13:9,   Dt. 29:29.   

 

   B. This is for now, a deeply flawed world.  Originally, it was good, when God created it.  But while 

we seek to improve things and until God sets it straight, it will remain a deeply flawed world. 

 

   C. We have to take the long view.   We need to remember where things are going.   Rom. 8:18-23.  

So, don’t pre-judge the Lord.  The game isn’t over yet.   

 

   D. Trust His character.  Romans 8:28, 29.  Run to Him, don’t run away from Him.   Besides, where 

are you going to go?     Going to become an atheist?  There’s no hope, no answers, no future there.  

 

   E. God is in the character shaping business.  Rom. 12:1,2.  We want relief, He wants refinement.  

James 1:2-4.  Some of the character traits that He wants us to develop, are things that we simply can’t 

learn in times of ease and comfort.  He wants us to develop Christ-like character. 

 

   F. We need to surrender our doubts at the foot of the cross.  Remember the cross!   Look at the 

love that was shown to us there, at the cross.  Then, do we still want to doubt His _____ for us?!  

 

   God does all things well!   So, who are we to say that God doesn’t make sense?  Seek Him.  Seek His 

wisdom.  I may not ever know all things but I want to know Him.  I don’t have to know every step of the 

way; I just have to know Him and follow Him.      He knows the way, like a guide through the jungle; 

stay close to your Guide. 

 

     Like that old song that says: ‘I don’t know what tomorrow holds, but I know who holds tomorrow.’ 


