
‘Be Encouraged, God is With Us’   Haggai 2:1-9 
 

I. Do the right thing, obey God. 

   A. Don’t be into making excuses.   Today we live in the age of self.   Me first!  We come born that 

way.  So Haggai said to them and says to us: ‘don’t put your way first, put God first. Seek to honor, 

enjoy, trust and obey God!  Look, you expect much, yet you gather little.  Why is that?’  And God says: 

all this is happening to you because my house, the _______, is in ruins, this shows that your priorities 

are not right.    The cost of disobedience is eventually shortages of all kinds, like of resources and peace.  

 

   B. Take that first step of obedience. 

    In verse 12 we see the beauty of obedience, of listening to God with a heart that actually wants to do 

what God says.   Before they just went through the motions, but look now: it says they feared the Lord!   

 

  C. Rely on God’s resources. 

    1:13    Once God saw that they intended to obey, He gives them this great assurance: I am with you!  

What a tremendous assurance!  What is there to fear if God almighty is with you?  Don’t minimize that. 

   So Haggai says: you want to fight against inflation, you want to fight against crop failure, against 

shortages?     Then put first things first in your life, Matt. 6:33. 

 

II. Three great facts to fight discouragement. 

  He gives a second message and now the big problem is discouragement. What happened? As the new 

temple was going up, the old folks started discouraging the younger people.  How did they do that?   

      The old folks had seen the earlier, much larger temple. Then they looked at what was now being 

built and they said: ‘this new one isn’t at all like the old one.  This new temple just doesn’t compare.’ 

 So they ___________ all the workers.  They were living in the past and thus they were gloomy about 

the present.  ‘Oh, for the good old days.’      So, once again, along comes Haggai, this time to encourage 

them.  He does this by reminding them of three facts. 

 

   A. The Lord’s covenant, His agreement with you, still stands!   5a.     God has not forgotten His 

agreement with you.  Have you forgotten all about that? 

   B. Second, he encourages them by saying that the Spirit of God is among them,  5b. The result?   Do 

not be afraid!  The Lord’s presence gives courage and a confidence that He won’t let His cause fail.   

   C. Third, he reminds them of God’s promises of a great future.   2:6-9.  God reminds them that all the 

silver and gold is His and He can dole it out whenever He wants.           Heb. 12:24-29 

 

  So, let’s apply this. 

1. Does this day find you discouraged?  Then remember these same three things.  God’s new covenant, 

His new agreement with us is still in effect. When we come with humble, contrite hearts, God is just and 

loves to forgive us, to _______us, to set us back on our feet again with a new start in life. 

 2.  Remember God’s presence is with us.  As Paul said: if God is with us, who can stand against us?  

 3. Third, remember His promises of a great future.  The future really is as bright as the promises of 

God!  For the Christian the best really is yet ahead.  We need to remind ourselves of that.   

 

    Life is a grand journey.  There are various seasons to everyone’s life.  Beyond that, life is a series of 

new beginnings.  God specializes in fresh starts.  Do you need a fresh start?    When God is around, 

there is no room for pessimism.   The victory has been won.  We know who wins!  The Lord Jesus 

doesn’t fight losing battles.    2 Cor. 2:14  

 

   Ask the Lord what your priorities should be in this season of your life!   Be encouraged! 


