
‘What Kind of Influence Do You Have on Others?’  Matt. 5:13-16 
Series title: What does it mean to live a good life? 

Introduction:  One word that could describe our function in this world would be: influence. When we 

live according to those 8 beatitudes, we will influence the world in a good way.  

   What kind of influence do you have?    on your work place, in your home, on your family? 

 

I. The Problem 

    Man’s knowledge has improved, but his morals are getting worse. This is because all people are 

infected with the deadly virus of sin which has no earthly cure, only a pardon from God through faith in 

His Son, Jesus can bring forgiveness of sin. 

 

II. The Plan 

   As given here, the plan is for the church to influence the world more than the world is influencing the 

church.  Sadly, what we are seeing more and more these days is the ___________.   

  The word ‘you’ here is both emphatic and plural. Jesus is saying that His people together can have a 

great influence, like a lighthouse!   

 

   A. Being salt.       Salt has many characteristics.   

 1. Salt is white, representing purity. We can have a good influence by being pure in heart and conduct. 

 2. Salt is used to add flavor, zest to food.  Thus, Christians too can add zest to life by living with a 

compassionate heart that yet has convictions, being a channel of God’s blessings to others.  Jn. 10:10  

 

 3. Salt also stings when placed on a wound, thus we are to in a sense, ‘prick their conscience’ to help 

them see their sin before a holy God, that they are spiritually lost without Christ. 

 4. Salt also creates thirst. We are to live such good lives that it will _________ others to try our faith.  

 

 5. Salt also preserves. Without refrigeration or ice, meat goes bad quite fast. So, they would rub it with 

salt to slow its decay.  It would not stop the decay; it just slows it down. 

   Christians, are to have that kind of influence on our culture. Slow down its decay, help preserve it, 

help keep it from destroying itself.    

 

   B. Being light.  Jesus also called us to be the light of the world.  

   1. We’re to proclaim God’s light to a world that sits in darkness.  Don’t seek to have just a private 

faith.     We’re not to be secret Christians.  Let your light shine all the time.   

 

  2. Be salt and be light. Salt can become so contaminated that it becomes useless. They would throw it 

onto the roads where it would be trampled down into the dirt.  So too with us, to lose our saltiness is not 

to lose our salvation, it’s still salt, but it is to lose our effectiveness, our power for living. 

 

III. The purpose 5:16 

   A.  How do we let it shine?  We let it shine by staying close to God and His infinite grace. 

 Let it shine by growing in Christian character, such as in those 8 marvelous beatitudes, which are 8 

godly, beautiful attitudes to have.  We can let it shine by being involved in good _________.   

 

   B. But as it says here, the purpose of good works is not to bring attention to ourselves, but to God.  

The supreme purpose of life is to glorify God in everything we do and say.  1 Cor. 10:31 

 

   C. If what we do or say causes people to be attracted to us rather than to God, then we’re not shining 

His light.  His light causes people to be attracted to Him, to bring honor to God.   

                        So, what kind of influence do you have on others? 


