
‘The Little Church with a Big God!’   Rev. 3:7-13 
 

I. In setting any vision or goals for your life or ministry, glance at your situation, but gaze at God. 

    A church’s vision should not be determined by the size of its congregation, the limits of its location or 

the restrictions of its budget. These things are not to be ignored but a church should set their vision 

based on the power of their God.  God is infinite, awesome, and mighty beyond imagination. God loves 

to unleash His people to set them free to pursue the God-given creativity and faith that He has given 

them.  All we need to do is to trust and follow Him, wherever He leads.   So, what skills and desires has 

God given you?  What is God calling you to do for Him in this new school year?   

 

II. Jesus, who is holy and true, holds the keys and knows what’s going on. 

   A. Notice, it doesn’t say government holds the keys or science or Hollywood or petty tyrants, but 

Jesus.  He is the only one who can be trusted to hold the _______ because He is the only one who is 

perfectly holy and true.   

   B. Jesus had put before them an open door.  What does that mean?  Certainly, as believers, Jesus had 

provided for them an open door into heaven.   But throughout the NT, the writers often spoke of an open 

door of ministry opportunity. I believe the main idea here is that Jesus is encouraging the church here 

with opportunities for ministry even in the midst of their trials. He was encouraging them.   

 

III. Do you know what doors God is opening in your life? 

   Too often today people are so busy looking at closed or closing doors that we then fail to look for the 

open ones.  When Christ shuts a door, no one can open it, and then He opens some other door.  We make 

the mistake of thinking that men or health or governments are closing doors when they are simply tools 

in God’s hands.  Jesus holds the keys and if He wants His people to go to a certain place, He opens the 

door.  And if God opens a door, there is not a person or government in the world that can close it!  

  

    Therefore, each person, each church can ask:  what door is God opening for me, for us now?   

   We need to spend less time bemoaning the fact of how things have changed here in America. Yes, the 

moral and spiritual decline of America is quite noticeable. Yet, God has His _______for this nation and 

we should be looking for the new opportunities that are now here that weren’t here earlier. 

 

IV. God has the ability; He is looking for your availability. 

   A. On their own, that little church probably thought, we can’t do much, we have few resources, after 

all we’re just a small church.  But Jesus would remind them that linked up with Him, they had real 

power, a power not to be messed with.  Power to do whatever Jesus calls them to do.  

 

    This reminds me that a little church with a big God can do much more than a big church with a little 

God.   Thus, we see the secret of successful service to the Lord.  We are not called to be successful, 

whatever that means, but to be ________.  How thankful I am for the many people here who are faithful.   

 

   B. Jesus’ main exhortation in this letter is seen in verse 11, to ‘hold fast’, to hold on.   Don’t give up 

and through all the years, by the grace of God, that little church held on!   

 

Applications:     

 1. Remember that God loves to use insignificant people and little churches to accomplish great things 

for God.               We’re called to be faithful to God’s calling on us. 

 2. Look for the open doors, don’t complain that other doors that used to be open are now closed or 

closing.                Jesus opens and closes doors all the time.  

 3. Hold on to your faith!  Never deny Christ. No matter what the government says, no matter what 

others may do, even if they all fall away, you stand up straight and hold on. 


