May 3, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Divine Service Setting One

Zion Lutheran Church

411 - 3" Ave NE
Little Falls, MN 56345
Church Office (320) 632-5792
3 e-mail zionlf@yahoo.com website www.zionlf.com
' Pastor Brandon Johnson (715) 347-6126
Email pastorbrandonrjohnson@gmail.com

May God bless your worship with us this day. A new day of salvation!

Welcome! We worship the Triune God: Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. We are pleased you are here to worship
with us today. Make yourself at home; you are among the family of Christ. If you are visiting, please do
introduce yourself to others and to our Pastor. Please sign our Guest Book in the narthex so we can thank
you for your visit...and come soon to see us again!

To Stand or Sit: There are certain parts of the service where you will be invited to stand. Sometimes,
“wrestling” with kids, or a personal health condition makes standing uncomfortable...please know: It is
okay to stand or sit.
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Confession and Absolution

846 Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

Exhortation LSB 151
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

Absolution LSB 151

Service of the Word

Introit (read responsively) Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!
| will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up
and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
O LorD my God, | cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
O LoRrD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!

Kyrie LSB 152
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This Is the Feast LSB 155

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what
You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this
world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 6

INow in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right
that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out
from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will
appoint to this duty. *But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”
>And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. ®These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid
their hands on them.

’And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people.
9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of
the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed
with Stephen. °But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was
speaking. 'Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous
words against Moses and God.” ?And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes,
and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 3and they set up
false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the
law, *for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will
change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” >And gazing at him, all who sat in the council
saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

(AJThis is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Acts 7:2a, 51-60

2And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me.

lyou stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit.
As your fathers did, so do you. >>Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they
killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now
betrayed and murdered, >3you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

>*Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.
>>But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God. *®And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” >’But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears
and rushed together at him. *8Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. *>°And as they were
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®*And falling to his knees he cried
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he
fell asleep.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156

Holy Gospel John 14:1-6
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my

Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a
place for you? 3And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to
myself, that where | am you may be also. *And you know the way to where | am going.” °Thomas
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ®Jesus
said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.
(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing sts. 1-3, 6-8
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Sermon “The Risk We Take as the People of God” Acts 6 & 7
Stand

Nicene Creed

Prayer of the Church

Sit

Offering

Stand

Offertory

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

Proper Preface (Full)
Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Words of Our Lord
Proclamation of Christ
Lord’s Prayer

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Sit

LSB 159

LSB 160

LSB 161

LSB 161

LSB 163

LSB 163
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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION/THE LORD’S SUPPER

Here at Zion Lutheran, we believe that Christ’s true body and blood are received by everyone in the Lord’s Supper (Real Presence). All who participate
here believe the same Biblical truths and we practice “Closed Communion.”

Visitors, please consult with Pastor Johnson or the Elder before receiving the Lord’s Supper.

Only communicant members of Zion or one of our sister LCMS churches are invited to receive the Communion elements. If you do not meet this

criterion, you are invited to come forward for a blessing by our pastor. Simply fold your hands across your chest when the bread and the wine are
distributed, and our pastor will speak a blessing over you. All children are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Our Communion practices are to have four adults (with children standing in front of the adults) on each side of area in front of the chancel (Altar
area) as our Pastor and Elder are serving the elements. The Ushers are instructed to limit the communicants to four. Inform the Usher if you desire
NOT to be separated from someone and he'll adjust the groupings of four accordingly.

Distribution

887 Now the Light Has Gone Away sts. 1-5
411 | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

667 Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses

Stand

Thank the Lord LSB 164
Post-Communion Collect

Benediction LSB 166
722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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