CVC SERMON GUIDE/LIFE GROUPS

Text: Acts 4:1-22
Theme: Ordinary People, Extraordinary God

e Icebreaker question:
o “Have you ever felt unqualified or ‘not good enough’ for something important?”
Read the Passage
e Have 2-3 people read Acts 4:1-22 out loud (split into sections)
e Ask everyone to listen for:
o What stands out?
o Anyrepeated ideas or surprising moments?
Opposition (Acts 4:1-4)
Context Question:
e Who were the Sadducees?

o (Leaders who denied the resurrection and were disturbed by teaching about Jesus and the
afterlife)

Discussion Questions:
¢ Why do you think the message about Jesus and resurrection disturbed them?
¢ Have you ever experienced discomfort or pushback when talking about faith?
e Why do conversations about eternity or Jesus still make people uncomfortable today?
Key Point:
¢ Talking about Jesus can stir strong reactions—both positive and negative.
Section 2: Authority (Acts 4:5-12)
Read verse 12 again together.
Discussion Questions:
e Who is the ultimate authority in your life right now?
e What competes with God for authority in your life?
o Money?
o Pleasure?
o Fear of what others think?

e Why is it hard to fully submit to God’s authority?



Reflection Activity:
e Ask everyone to silently consider:
“What is one thing that tends to take God'’s place in my life?”
Key Point:
e The disciples were bold because they were fully convinced God—not people—was their authority.
Section 3: Ordinary People (Acts 4:13-22)
Discussion Questions:
o What surprised the religious leaders about Peter and John?
¢ Why do you think being “unschooled and ordinary” didn’t limit them?
e What made the real difference in their lives?
Focus Thought:
e “They had been with Jesus.”
Application Questions:
¢ Do you ever feel “ordinary” or unqualified spiritually?
e What does it practically look like to “spend time with Jesus” today?
e How could your life look different if you truly believed God wants to use you?
Encouragement Truth:
e You are God'’s beloved.
¢ You are not disqualified.
e God uses ordinary people filled with His Spirit.
Personal Application
Go around the group and let each person answer:
¢ What is one thing God is speaking to you through this passage?
¢ What is one step you can take this week?
o Spend more intentional time with Jesus?
o Speak up about your faith?
o Surrender a competing authority?
Closing Prayer
o Boldness like the disciples Hearts fully surrendered to God’s authority

o Confidence that God uses ordinary people



