John 1:6-8
“Tidings of Discomfort and Joy”
1. A Man Sent from God 6
A. Sent
B. John
2. The Nature of John’s ministry 7
A. The Necessity of John
As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become
straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, and all
flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” Luke 3:4-6 ESV
B.

C.

The Appearance of John’s Ministry
Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a
Jew over purification. And they came to John and said to him,
“Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore
witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” John
answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is
given him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I
said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ The
one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore, this joy of mine is now complete.
He must increase, but I must decrease.” John 3:25-30 ESV
Greater Discomfort, Greater Joy
And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he
answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who
has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors
also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we
do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are
authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we
do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or by false accusation and be content with your wages.”
Luke 3:10-14 ESV

3. “He was not the Light” 8
A. The Celebrity Trap
And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the
inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. And

he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And
they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” And he
said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.”
Acts 19:1-4 ESV
And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he
answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of
the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” John 1:19-23 ESV
A.

John the Baptist was not Jesus
And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea
Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that I am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others
say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Christ.” Mark 8:27-29 ESV

Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore, you also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
Matthew 24:42-44 ESV
B.

John the Baptist still challenges us to be ready

Reflection:
1. Are you ready for Jesus? What is out of place with Jesus in your
life right now? Is it bitterness, envy, fear of the world, lust, or love
for someone or something else other than Jesus? Or maybe it is
something else?
2.

What celebrity or celebrities have been allowed to displace Jesus
in your life? Have you displaced Jesus? How can John’s quote “He
must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30) become more of a
reality in your life?

