Exodus 20:7
“Living Free: Permission to Speak Freely”
1. Speaking of God
A. Speaking of God as if He doesn't exist or doesn't matter
But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with
any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not
fall under judgment. - James 5:12 NASB

B. The Name Attached to our living
Also, I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed throughout
the lands. According to their ways and their deeds I judged them. When they
came to the nations where they went, they profaned My holy name, because it
was said of them, 'These are the people of the Lord; yet they have come out of
His land.' But I had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had
profaned among the nations where they went. "Therefore, say to the house of
Israel, 'Thus says the Lord God, "It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I
am about to act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned among the
nations where you went. I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which
has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst.
Then the nations will know that I am the Lord," declares the Lord God, "when I
prove Myself holy among you in their sight. For I will take you from the nations,
gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land. Then I will
sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all
your filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart and
put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh
and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to
walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
Ezekiel 36:19-27 NASB

2. There is power in the Name
A. When we pray
"Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
Matthew 6:9 NASB

B. In the time of Trouble
The name of the Lord is a strong tower; The righteous runs into it and is safe.
Proverbs 18:10 NASB
'And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'
Acts 2:21 NASB
Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. - Acts 2:38 NASB

But Peter said, "I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you:
In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene-walk!"- Acts 3:6 NASB

C. Power for your eternity
Let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead-by this name, this man stands here before you in good health. He is the
stone, which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief
corner stone. And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name
under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."
Acts 4:10-12 NASB
3. Power of the Tongue
A. Sticks and Stones
Now if we put the bits into the horses' mouths so that they will obey us, we direct
their entire body as well. Look at the ships also, though they are so great and
are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the
inclination of the pilot desires. So also, the tongue is a small part of the body,
and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a
small fire! And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set
among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the
course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. For every species of beasts and
birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the
human race. But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of
deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men,
who have been made in the likeness of God; from the same mouth come both
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. Does a
fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water? Can a fig
tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can saltwater
produce fresh. - James 3:3-12 NASB

B. The power to speak as Free People
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing
raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought
captive to the obedience of Christ, - 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 NASB
Reflection Questions:
1. How have you used the Name of the Lord this past week?
2. How have you experienced the power of Jesus' Name for your troubles, your
salvation, or your eternity?

