
Zechariah 3:1-7 
The Accuser 

 
1. A vision of Joshua on Trial 1 
A. A heavenly court 
B. The Accuser accuses 
 
so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for 
we are not ignorant of his schemes. -2 Corinthians 2:11 
NASB 
 

Devices Satan Uses 
 

1. Distance 
Be not far from me, for trouble is near; For 
there is none to help. -Psalms 22:11 NASB 

 
Jesus said: "lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age."-Matthew 28:20 
NASB 

 
2. Discouragement 
Then the people of the land discouraged 
the people of Judah, and frightened them 
from building, and hired counselors against 
them to frustrate their counsel all the days 
of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign 
of Darius king of Persia. Now in the reign of 
Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, 
they wrote an accusation against the 
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. -Ezra 
4:4-6 NASB 

 
Now it came about when Joshua was by 
Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, a man was standing 
opposite him with his sword drawn in his 
hand, and Joshua went to him and said to 
him, "Are you for us or for our adversaries?" 
He said, "No; rather I indeed come now as 
captain of the host of the Lord." And Joshua 

fell on his face to the earth, and bowed 
down, and said to him, "What has my lord 
to say to his servant?" The captain of the 
Lord ' s host said to Joshua, "Remove your 
sandals from your feet, for the place where 
you are standing is holy." And Joshua did 
so. -Joshua 5:13-15 NASB 

 
Now when the attendant of the man of God 
had risen early and gone out, behold, an 
army with horses and chariots was circling 
the city. And his servant said to him, "Alas, 
my master! What shall we do?" So, he 
answered, "Do not fear, for those who are 
with us are more than those who are with 
them." Then Elisha prayed and said, "O 
Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may 
see." And the Lord opened the servant's 
eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha. -2 Kings 6:15-17 NASB 

 
3. Deception 
And the great dragon was thrown down, the 
serpent of old who is called the devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he 
was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels were thrown down with him.  
-Revelation 12:9 NASB 

 
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the 
Father but through Me. -John 14:6 NASB 

 
4. Division- a house divided cannot stand 
But the people of the city were divided; and 
some sided with the Jews, and some with 
the apostles. -Acts 14:4 NASB 

 
 



But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly 
were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. For He Himself is our 
peace, who made both groups into one and 
broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 
by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which 
is the Law of commandments contained in 
ordinances, so that in Himself He might 
make the two into one new man, thus 
establishing peace, and might reconcile 
them both in one body to God through the 
cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 
And He came and preached peace to you 
who were far away, and peace to those 
who were near; for through Him we both 
have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 
-Ephesians 2:13-18 NASB 

 
2. A true picture of Joshua (US!)  2, 3 
A. The LORD's Opinion and response 
 
"But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept 
charge of My sanctuary when the sons of Israel went 
astray from Me, shall come near to Me to minister to Me; 
and they shall stand before Me to offer Me the fat and the 
blood," declares the Lord God. "They shall enter My 
sanctuary; they shall come near to My table to minister to 
Me and keep My charge. It shall be that when they enter 
at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with 
linen garments; and wool shall not be on them while they 
are ministering in the gates of the inner court and in the 
house. Linen turbans shall be on their heads and linen 
undergarments shall be on their loins; they shall not gird 
themselves with anything which makes them sweat. 
When they go out into the outer court, into the outer court 
to the people, they shall put off their garments in which 
they have been ministering and lay them in the holy 
chambers; then they shall put on other garments so that 
they will not transmit holiness to the people with their 
garments. Also, they shall not shave their heads, yet they 
shall not let their locks grow long; they shall only trim the 

hair of their heads. Nor shall any of the priests drink wine 
when they enter the inner court. -Ezekiel 44:15-21 NASB 
 
B. Nasty Clothes 
-vomit and dung 
- dirty from exile 
 
C. The truth of how we view ourselves 
-the scale 
-the checkbook, retirement, car, 401k 
-the mirror 
-influential "friends" 
 
D. We all have sinned 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
-Romans 3:23 NASB 
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. -Romans 6:23 NASB 
 
3. GRACE! 4-7 
A. Took away his sins 
 
B. Gave him his job (our job) 
But you are a chosen race , a royal priesthood , a  holy 
nation , a people for  God's  own possession , so that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once 
were not a people , but now you are the people of God ; 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy . -1 Peter 2:9-10 NASB 
 
For by grace, you have been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result 
of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in 
them. -Ephesians 2:8-10 NASB 
 
 
 



Reflection Questions: 
1. What has the Accuser brought against you? 
2. Is grace alive in you today? Do you know saving 
grace? Do you know sanctifying grace? 
 

 
Follow Up in the Word through the Week… 

 
Monday: 2 Corinthians 2:10, 11. What is the impact of 
unforgiveness here in this passage? How can believers 
be “outwitted by Satan” especially considering 
unforgiveness or other ways? 
 
Tuesday: Psalm 22:11. What is the prayer of this verse? 
How does our misperceived distance from God often 
show itself? 
 
Wednesday: Ezra 4:4-6. What discouragement were the 
people suffering from? How have you dealt with 
discouragement in your life? 
 
Thursday: Joshua 5:13-15. What was Joshua’s 
encounter and his initial response? How can this picture 
of God’s presence help you today? 
 
Friday: 2 Kings 6:15-17. What took place in this passage 
of Scripture? How does this powerful encounter help you 
to live today? 
 
Saturday: Zechariah 3:1-7. When have you felt accused 
like Joshua the high priest in this passage? How does the 
work of restoration by the Lord and the angels help you 
to know what God is up to in your life if you allow Him? 


