
1 Peter 5:1-11 

Radical Humility 

 
1. Addressing Christ-like Leaders 1-4 

A. Peter's Roles and Identity  

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 

a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being 

guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time.” -1 Peter 1:3-5 ESV 

 

B. Command to Leaders 

“And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and 

said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of 

you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 

one at your left, in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not 

know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I 

drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 

And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The 

cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am 

baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or at my 

left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 

prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at 

James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them, 

“You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles 

Lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 

them. But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 

among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first 

among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not 

to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.”” - ESV 45-35:10 Mark  

 

C. Shepherd the Flock 

 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 

may have life and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The 

good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 

sheep.” - ESV 15-14, 11-10:10 John  

 

2. Command to the Young 5 

        A.  Be Subject to the Elders 

“Why I Am not a Pacifist”- CS Lewis 

“It may spring from the belief that human history is a simple, 

unilinear movement from worse to better- what is called a belief in 

Progress-so that any given generation is always in all respects 

wiser than all previous generations. To those who believe thus, our 

ancestors are superseded and there seems nothing improbable in 

the claim that the whole world was wrong until the day before 

yesterday and now has suddenly come right.” CS Lewis  “The 

Weight of Glory” pages 81, 82 

 

B. Clothe Yourselves with Humility (All of You) 

    

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

-Matthew 11:29 ESV 

 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form 

of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 

of death, even death on a cross.” - ESV 8-5:2 Philippians  

 

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted 

 those of humble estate; -Luke 1:52 ESV 

 

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate 

with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 

-Romans 12:16 ESV 

 

But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming 

of Titus, -2 Corinthians 7:6 ESV 

 

Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his 

humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. 

-James 1:9-10 ESV 

 

 

 

 

 



But he gives more grace. Therefore, it says, “God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore 

to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to 

God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 

sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched 

and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and 

your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 

exalt you. -James 4:6-10 ESV 

 

C.  The Bottom Line 

“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” 

 

3. Humble Yourselves! 6-11 

A. The Command again 6 

B. Humility and Anxiety 7 

C. Humility and the Devil 8, 9 

D. The Eternal Promise 10 

E. A Blessing: Who is in charge any way? 11 

 

Reflection: 

1. When you hear “radical humility” how would you describe or define 

it? When have you seen it? 

 

2. What are barriers in your life to humbling yourself before the Lord? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow up in the Word through the Week… 

 

Monday: 1 Peter 1:3-5. When defining your salvation how does this 

passage fill in more of the blanks? Do you see your salvation being 

completed when Jesus appears? 

 

Tuesday: Mark 10:35-45. What lessons of humility are learned through what 

Jesus teaches His disciples here?  What specifically is His purpose in these 

verses? 

 

Wednesday: Philippians 2:5-8. To what point does Jesus humble Himself? 

How do you have this attitude in your life? 

 

Thursday: Romans 12:16. What effect will humility have on your 

relationships? How has this had an effect on your relationships lately? 

 

Friday: James 4:6-10. What instruction does James give in this passage? 

How is humility helpful in what we face? 

 

Saturday: 1 Peter 5:1-11. Are you drawing from the well of humility through 

Jesus Christ today? 


