
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 

Prayerful Confidence  
 

1.Pray for Us 1,2 

A. Paul’s Prayer Request 

” Brothers, pray for us. “ -1 Thessalonians 5:25 ESV 
 

B. Prayer Based in the Power of Christ 

”I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives 

in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave himself for me. “- ESV 20:2 Galatians  
 

” the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. To 

them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of 

the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we 

proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 

present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 

that he powerfully works within me. “-Colossians 1:26-29 ESV 
 

C. The Need for Speed 

” For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light for the 

Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” And when the 

Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and 

as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord 

was spreading throughout the whole region. “- ESV 49-47:13 Acts  
 

D. To Be Delivered from Evil men 

” But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on 

Paul and brought him before the tribunal, saying, “This man is persuading 

people to worship God contrary to the law.” But when Paul was about to open 

his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious 

crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your complaint. But since it is a 

matter of questions about words and names and your own law, see to it 

yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these things.” And he drove them from the 

tribunal. And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him 

in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this. “ 

Acts 18:12-17 ESV 
 

” For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that 

are in Judea. For you suffered the same things from your own countrymen as 

they did from the Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and 

drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind by hindering us from 

speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved—so as always to fill up the 

measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last! “ 

1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 ESV 

Not all have faith 

” And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all 

obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard 

from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. “ 

Romans 10:15-17 ESV 

 

2. The Lord is Faithful 3 

A. We Rely on the Faithfulness of the Lord 

” Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 

whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. “ 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 ESV 

 

” The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with 

him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny 

us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. “  

2 Timothy 2:11-13 ESV 

 

B. A Good Defense 

The Evil One 

” I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from 

the evil one. “-John 17:15 ESV 

 

3. Confidence 4, 5 

A. Primary Confidence 

B. The Human Side of the Equation 

” I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one who 

is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he is. “- ESV 10:5 Galatians  

 

” I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of 

goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. “  

Romans 15:14 ESV 

 

” But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a father he has 

served with me in the gospel. I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see 

how it will go with me, and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come also. “ 

Philippians 2:22-24 ESV 

 

C. Command 

” Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you 

received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are 

doing, that you do so more and more. “- ESV 1:4 1 Thessalonians  

 



D. A Blessing 

”and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into 

our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. “- ESV 5:5 Romans  

 

” So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 

love. “- ESV 13:13 1 Corinthians  

 

What we all count on… 

” Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your 

steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are 

enduring. “ -2 Thessalonians 1:4 ESV 

 

” For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share 

abundantly in comfort too. “- ESV 5:1 2 Corinthians  

 

” Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of 

the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 

Lord is compassionate and merciful. “- ESV 11:5 James  

 

Reflection: 

 

1. When has someone shown confidence in you because of what the Lord 

has done in you? How has that helped you and them? How have you 

shown that same kind of confidence in others? 

 

2. What person has been most steadfast in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow UP in the Word through the Week… 

 

Monday: 20. Describe the reality Paul has written about in this :2 Galatians

verse? What difference does this make in your life? 

 

Tuesday: “not all have  says,17. What does it mean when it -15:10 Romans

obeyed the gospel”? How do these compare to the others in these verses? 

 

Wednesday: . What descriptions of God’s work and 24-23:5 1 Thessalonians

character are in these verses? What promise exists for believers here? 

 

Thursday: (John 17). You may want to read this entire prayer to  15:17 John

help get the context of Jesus being in the garden. What does verse 15 ask for 

Jesus’ followers? What promise and what challenge exists? 

 

Friday: . Describe Paul’s confidence in Timothy. Do you 24-22:2 Philippians

think it is possible to have confidence in another person this way? 

 

Saturday: . What qualities was Paul praising in the 4:1 2 Thessalonians

Thessalonian church in this verse? How would you explain steadfastness to 

someone who may not understand it? 

 


