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TRINITY NEWS

  

And so it is that the calendar has (finally!) flipped and we are already a week into a brand new year.
Last year, 2021 — with its mix of joys and sorrows, goals met and goals missed, friendships gained
and friendships lost — is behind us.

For many, New Year’s is just another holiday. For others, it’s a time of deep reflection, both on the
past year and on the one ahead. For followers of Jesus, New Year’s has no unique significance.
There’s no central biblical narrative informing our celebrations.

But this doesn’t mean Christians shouldn’t pause and reflect on the turning of the calendar. Moses
asked of the Lord, “Teach us to number our days, so we may get a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:12).
Time—seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, years—is a gift to us from a good God. To
wisely follow him, then, is to redeem our time (Eph. 5:16).

New Year’s can also remind us of the new birth. In a sense, each day with Jesus is a chance to turn
the page on an old way of life and embrace a new one. We are, after all, new creation people, and
we serve a King who renews us daily by the Holy Spirit.

Setting goals for a new year are an important sign that we’re intentional about glorifying God in our
callings — work and business, home and church, private and public witness. But before we write out
our goals, we should begin in the heart. The temptation for Christians is to make our plans and add
a dollop of Jesus on top, rather than allowing him to form in us the desires and motivations to do his
work.

So whether or not we’re making concrete goals or more abstract ones, whether we’re writing down
resolutions or foregoing them altogether, here are four important steps we can take, as we peer into
2022, to draw closer to Christ.  I ran across this information written in an article from a few years ago
by Daniel Darling, a Christian writer.

1. Remember
The wise man of Ecclesiastes said, “Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before
the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’” (Eccl.
12:1). In January, the year is young and the opportunities seem fresh. So many productivity gurus
preach a gospel of self-empowerment, but as gospel people, we know that every breath is a miracle,
a gift given to us by our Creator.

In a cursed and tumultuous world, creation itself reminds of God’s great faithfulness. Every new
season is a testimony, a signpost, to grace. So the proper response to the past year, whether good
or bad, is not “I made it through” or “Look what I achieved.” It is “Thank you, Lord.”

Wayne A. Schueler, Pastor



2. Repent
Our worship of God for his faithfulness and majesty, evidenced by the changing of seasons, should
then lead us to repentance. His goodness breaks us in fresh ways as our sin is exposed by the light
of his glory. But this isn’t a morbidly introspective, navel-gazing exercise. To repent is to rejoice. We
claim the promise of 1 John 1:9 each Sunday (“If we confess our sins, he is faith and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”) because we know our forgiveness has
already been purchased at the cross.

Beginning the new year with repentance is to draw closer to Jesus, to appropriate the fresh grace that
is ours in him. This is why confession always brings relief and joy. It is the gateway to greater intimacy
with God. How can we begin new plans and journeys in 2022 without first allowing his light to
penetrate the darkness of our hearts and to reveal areas in need of growth? How can we start hustling
and working and dreaming without first renewing our joy in the One who directs our steps?

3. Renew
New Year’s should also be a time of renewing old commitments, like marriage, family, and church.
Before we begin grand plans to lose weight or develop a new skill — good goals — let’s begin by
renewing the core commitments we already have.

The most important work is what we do within the walls of our homes — loving our spouses and
raising our children in an atmosphere of godliness and grace. We live out the gospel best when we
live it out in the daily rhythms of repentance and forgiveness with loved ones. We must reject the lie
that says success requires abandoning family commitments.

We should also renew ourselves to the faithful life of our church home. The local church is to be the
center of God’s mission in the our personal world, where we gather in community to declare Christ’s
kingship each week, and where we work out our salvation in fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12) with
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Commitments to marriage, family, and church don’t always look or feel significant. But faithfulness in
these core things over a long period forms the foundation of our life. They form the habits of a disciple
and show the world what it looks like to be a Christian.

4. Rest
New Year’s should be a time to rest. First, we rest in the reality of our identity in Christ. We may have
failed to meet our lofty goals in 2021. Jesus still loves us, despite our failures, unchecked boxes, and
disappointment at the scale. The gospel tells us that he loves us in the midst of these.

It’s not the voice of your Savior, but the whisper of the enemy that says you have less worth because
you blew your resolutions. A “more successful 2022” will not make Jesus love you any more. He’s the
One, after all, who calls broken sinners and empowers them for his mission.

Second, we should plan to physically rest. We don’t often do this in the New Year. We plan to work
and hustle. But do we schedule time to reflect and acknowledge our need for sleep and leisure? Rest
isn’t a sign of laziness or weakness; it’s a sign of spiritual strength and confidence that when we close
our eyes, our lives are in the grip of a sovereign God. To sleep is to say that we’re not God and that
the world can go on without us. 

So as we make our plans for 2022, let’s remember that even in our failures, we serve the One who
remembers our frame and knows we are dust (Ps. 103:14). We make plans, but we hold them lightly.
We entrust our future, not to our Google Calendar or a reading list, but to the King who holds the world
in his hands.



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat

 January 2022

 1

Happy

New

Year!

2
9am Sunday Sch
10:15 Worship
w/communion

Installation of Church
Officers

3 4

6:30pm Jr.
Confirmation

7:30pm
Elders Mtg.

5

1pm Worship
Team Practice

6pm Bag Ladies

6

7pm
CHURCH
COUNCIL

7 8

9

9am Sunday Sch
9:15 Trustees Mtg
10:15 Worship
11:30 Taking the
Christmas
Decorations down
w/pizza provided

Robert Grigar

10 11
9am Circuit
Pastor Mtg
at Trinity

6:30pm Jr.
Confirmation

12

1pm Worship
Team Practice

6pm Bag Ladies

13 14 15

16
9am Sunday Sch
10:15 Worship
w/communion
11:30am January
Voter’s Assembly

Tony Lindemann

17 18

6:30pm Jr.
Confirmation

19

1pm Worship
Team Practice

6pm Bag Ladies

20 21 22

23
9am Sunday Sch
10:15 Worship

James Rudel

24 25

6:30pm Jr.
Confirmation

26

1pm Worship
Team Practice

6pm Bag Ladies

27

6:30pm
Cemetery
Committee

28 29

30
9am Sunday Sch
10:15 Worship

Darrell Hirsch

31      



January Birthdays

3- Ty Cuellar 14- Cathy Egger

5- Marvin Loesch 21- Victoria Sprouse

Jenny Meyer 22- Grayson Taylor- Flores

8- Alfonso Gonzales 27- Andi O’Leary

12- David Petrusek

13- Elizabeth Norris

January

Anniversaries

Jan. 10 ‘81 -
Pat & Robert Taylor “41st”

Jan. 29 ‘72 -
Lee & Ann Schwebel “50th”

Altar Flowers
Please SIGN-UP on the flower calendar (when
posted) if you would like to provide Altar Flowers
for a special date.  Please include your name,
who they are for and what the occasion is
(birthday, anniversary, memorial, etc.)
2- Tony Lindemann

– in honor of the birthday of his wife, Kathleen
9- OPEN
16- OPEN
23- OPEN
30- OPEN

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
... will be held on Thursday, JANUARY 6, at 7:00pm.  We

need a representative from the Elders, the Trustees,

Sunday School, Financial Secretary, Treasurer, Bd. of

Evangelism/Stewardship, etc.

January VOTERS ASSEMBLY

Sunday, January 16, 11:30 am

TAKING THE CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS DOWN ... will be on
Sunday, Jan. 9th, immediately after

church.  Pizza will be provided.

THOSE WHO SERVE
Greeters
2- Milton Riske
9- Pat Conner
16- Linda McCoy
23- OPEN
30- OPEN

TRUSTEE DUTY
INSPECTION January Schedule
Dec. 26-Jan. 8 Robert Grigar

[832/692-6104]
Jan. 9-22 Milton Riske

[979/730-2874]
You can call them during their duty time if
there is something that needs their
attention.

INSTALLATION

OF CHURCH

OFFICERS    for 2022

... will be held on Sunday, January 2, during
the worship service.  When Pastor calls for
the newly elected officers and those who
are still in office, please come to the front of
the church.

THE LUTHERAN HOUR
...heard on Radio stations: KHCB 105.7 FM,
at 4am & 12:30pm; KSEV 700AM, at 6:30
a.m. January 2022

Jan. 2: “Gospel Power for Personal

Patience” – No one likes to wait!  Hear

God’s promises for impatient people.

Jan. 9: “Facing Rejection” – “How does

one deal with rejection?  Push through it? 

Rise above it?  Or start over?

Jan. 16: “Hazed and Confused” – God is

against our pride because He wants to give

Himself to us.

Jan. 23: “Caught” - Words have power to

catch the listener, the power of Jesus’ words

and story, even more so.

Jan. 30: “It’s Not the Healthy” - The story

of a pastor who preached Christ’s

forgiveness to a congregation of criminals.


