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HOW DID CELTIC CHRISTIANITY ‘WIN THE 

WEST’ (FOR THE SECOND TIME)?

 First, Celtic Christians usually evangelized as a team—by relating to the 

people of a settlement; identifying with the people; engaging in friendship, 

conversation, ministry, and witness—with the goal of raising up a church in 

measurable time.
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 Second, Celtic Christians were intentional about preparing people to live with 

depth, compassion, and power in mission—through experiences:

 Solitude, prayer, and meditation (one)

 Spiritual mentoring/directorship (two)

 Small group participation (more than three)

 Worship and communal life (larger experiences)

 Ministry and witness to the community 



HOW DID CELTIC CHRISTIANITY ‘WIN THE 

WEST’ (FOR THE SECOND TIME)?

 Third, Celtic Christians focused on the role of frequent imaginative prayer in 

all the settings (prayer, mentoring, small groups, worship, ministry/witness). 

In a mostly illiterate context, they were intentional about making the gospel’s 

meaning vivid, engaged people’s emotions, and energized their response by 

engaging their imaginations. In other words, they didn’t just share content 

(left brain), but took people’s ‘right brains’ seriously—gave energy and focus 

to experiencing the gospel.



HOW DID CELTIC CHRISTIANITY ‘WIN THE 

WEST’ (FOR THE SECOND TIME)?

 Third, Celtic Christians focused on the role of frequent imaginative prayer in 

all the settings (prayer, mentoring, small groups, worship, ministry/witness). 

In a mostly illiterate context, they were intentional about making the gospel’s 

meaning vivid, engaged people’s emotions, and energized their response by 

engaging their imaginations. In other words, they didn’t just share content 

(left brain), but took people’s ‘right brains’ seriously—gave energy and focus 

to experiencing the gospel. 

 Fourth, Celtic Christians specialized in hospitality in ministry with those who 

were curious, who visited their monastic communities, refugees, and other 

guests. In fact, they were unafraid to invite others to be their guests.



HOW DID CELTIC CHRISTIANITY ‘WIN THE 

WEST’ (FOR THE SECOND TIME)?

 Third, Celtic Christians focused on the role of frequent imaginative prayer in all 

the settings (prayer, mentoring, small groups, worship, ministry/witness). In a 

mostly illiterate context, they were intentional about making the gospel’s meaning 

vivid, engaged people’s emotions, and energized their response by engaging their 

imaginations. In other words, they didn’t just share content (left brain), but took 

people’s ‘right brains’ seriously—gave energy and focus to experiencing the gospel. 

 Fourth, Celtic Christians specialized in hospitality in ministry with those who were 

curious, who visited their monastic communities, refugees, and other guests. In 

fact, they were unafraid to invite others to be their guests. 

 Fifth, Celtic Christians established community with their neighbors and/or brought 

them into the fellowship of their community of faith; within community, they 

engaged people in conversation, ministry, prayer, and worship; and in time, as the 

relationship allowed, they invited their new friends to commit to Christ. 



HOW DID CELTIC CHRISTIANITY ‘WIN THE 

WEST’ (FOR THE SECOND TIME)?

So, hear the old cliches again:
”Christianity is more caught than taught”

“Nobody cares how much you know until they know how much you care”

“Belonging comes before believing”

These are worn out slogans, but we know they’re still true. And if they are true, 

then perhaps revitalization within our churches will come down to “helping 

people to belong so that they can believe!”
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