
FROM THE DESK OF OUR SDMI CHAIR: 

As beautiful as it was to live in Monterey, California and see the 

ocean every morning when I lived there, the thing I missed the most 

was the seasons.  Growing up in Tennessee we visually and physically 

experienced every season.  As we experienced this year it seemed that 

the season no matter where you lived became Covid-season.  Our normal 

seasons changed and as much as we tried the cloud of Covid seemed to 

cover every season.   

In our churches as well, we feel like as we try to re-assemble to try 

and have “normal” worship services.  “Normal” never comes.  We must 

remember that the goal is not to be normal.  The goal is to be Jesus.  

The call is to be Christlike.  We just have to figure out what that 

looks like in our churches, Sunday school classes, small groups, bible 

studies, etc.  So, the question is how do I be Jesus six feet apart 

while wearing a mask? 

As always, our leaders are always working creatively to help us.  

Check out the following links to help us continue to be Christlike no 

matter what season… 

https://bit.ly/BeEngagedDPGroups 

 

www.DiscipleshipPlace.org 

 

https://www.thefoundrypublishing.com/ 

 

Check out what is available for small groups and Sunday school.  They 

also have resources for ADVENT! 

Also, check out the SDMI connections link that is on the SDMI main 

page! 

Get connected – find resources – Let us know if we can help 

crystal.petty@outlook.com 

 

Living His Purpose and Plan, 
Pastor Crystal C. Petty 
Kingston Springs COTN 
MidSouth District SDMI Chair 

https://bit.ly/BeEngagedDPGroups
http://www.discipleshipplace.org/
https://www.thefoundrypublishing.com/
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From the Desk of our District Children’s Ministries Director: 

 

I hear a lot of talk about folks being ready for 2020 to be over.  2021 has to be better, 

right? Well, the truth is, only God knows! In the meantime, my daddy taught me not 

to wish my life away, so I'm going to spend the rest of this year looking for where and 

how God is working. I see him at work when a teenager is kind to a new friend with 

special needs, sharing what I've learned from the Bible any particular week with 

friends and seeing the joy on children's faces while they sing during Wednesday night 

class. Colossians 1.17 reminds us that in Jesus all things are held together.  

 

Because we are made in God's image, we can be up to good as well. Our creativity 

comes from our creator. With that in mind, Kayla Smith (MIdSouth Nazatween 

Coordinator) and the district children's council decided to make Nazatween 2021 

happen in a new and unique way . . .Nazatweeen in a Box. We have decided rather 

than attempting to come together for large gatherings this year, that we will send the 

goodies to you and let you celebrate your Tweens in a way that best suits your local 

church setting. Here's what you need to do:  

- Email pastorkaylasmith@gmail.com to let us know if your group wants to 

participate or if you have questions! 

- Estimate how many participants you think you could have so Kayla can pack up your 

swag, game ideas and other helpful resources for worship and learning 

- Let us know if you are joining forces with other churches in your area.  

- Send us a shipping address so we can get you the materials! 

 

One of His kids,  

Pastor Tonya Marks 

MidSouth Children's Ministries Director 

http://nazkids.org/ 
 

From the Desk of Our Adult Ministries Director: 

Small gatherings are the new big thing! These are challenging days for the adult ministry 
leaders in your church; Covid precautions have made it even more difficult to pursue the Great 
Commission in ministry groups. It may be time to focus on encouraging very local and very small 
gatherings of 6 or less. Instead of calling people to the church building (where a crowd may be 
present), consider meeting at safe third-party gathering places like coffee shops, restaurants, or 
book stores. Some who are reluctant to come to a church building where large groups may be 
present are more likely to meet with 3-4 others for encouragement, prayer or a time of sharing 
what God is teaching you in His Word. These settings may also allow you to connect relationally 
in a non-threatening setting with those who don't know Christ. Who knows what God may do 
through a new (small) thing! 
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