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Revival ... Re-vive ... Re-live
Can these bones live again? That’s the question God asked Ezekiel in his vision (Ezekiel 37).
Can that which is dead — and I mean really dead — dry, dusty, gone a long time — DEAD — come back to life?

Throughout the history of the people of God there have been great revivals. We can read about them in the Bible
and we can read about them in our history books. Revivals have played a major role in shaping our nation.
No, this is not an article on church history. Ill leave that to our resident historian, Dr. Steve Hoskins.

Before you rush out and schedule a revival (which would probably be a good thing), I'm not referring to a revival
meeting like many of us grew up attending. In a recent conversation with my dad he was remembering his own childhood
days in the church his dad pastored. He said it was not uncommon for revivals to go two weeks, and sometimes even three.
The churches would grow and people would come to Christ and be delivered from their sin. Two-week revivals — that seems
like a different world on a different planet in a different time. But, when I speak of revival I am not speaking of a meeting.

I'm talking about truly living again. Can these bones live again?

The Hebrew word for revive (revival) is a combination of two words. One is to “show” and the other is to “live”.
LE. Revival is about showing signs of life. Living ... again.

Throughout the story of God's people — our story — we have cried out to God for revival. We have desperately sought
to live again.

Psalm 69 is a prayer of David for deliverance from persecution. In it he prays...
32 Let the oppressed see it and be glad; you who seek God, let your hearts revive. — Psalm 69:32 (NRSV)

Psalm 85 is a prayer for restoration.
6 Will you not revive us again, so that your people may rejoice in you? 7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and
grant us your salvation. 8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his
faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. — Psalm 85:6-8 (NRSV)

One of the most well-known calls for revival comes from the prophet Habakkuk. He is bemoaning the spiritual
lifelessness in Judah. He was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. After asking God “..how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not listen” and after calling out the prevailing injustice and spiritual lifelessness all around his culture and the
people of God, he realizes there is only one source for real life, for re-vival, for re-enlivening the church. That one source is God!

In Hab 3:2 the prophet says...
O LORD, I have heard of your renown, and I stand in awe, O LORD, of your work. In our own time revive it; in our
own time make it known; in wrath may you remember mercy. — Habakkuk 3:2 (NRSV)

Take heart. There is hope!
David’s prayer in Psalm 69 ends with hope for re-vival

33 For the LORD hears the needy, and does not despise his own that are in bonds. 34 Let heaven and earth praise
him, the seas and everything that moves in them. 35 For God will save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah; and his
servants shall live there and possess it; 36 the children of his servants shall inherit it, and those who love his name
shall live in it. — Psalm 69:33-36 (NRSV)



The writer of Psalm 85 ends with hope.

9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 10 Steadfast love and
faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky. 12 The LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its
increase. 13 Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps. — Psalm 85:9-13 (NRSV)

Isaiah gives us hope in the middle of our pandemic.

For thus says the high and lofty one who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place,
and also with those who are contrite and humble in spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart
of the contrite. — Isaiah 57:15 (NRSV)

We plea and pray for revival, for life, and there is ... hope. That hope is found in the presence
of the risen Christ.
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Karan and I recently went on vacation. We love the beach. And, we (especially Karan)
love the sunrise. So, every morning we got up before the sun, took our cup of coffee to the
beach, and watched the miracle of a new day. We talked about how even after we are long gone
the sun will rise. It is a symbol of hope.

We took the time to pray for our family, for our churches, our nation, and our world. We
prayed that a new day would dawn, and out of the darkness of COVID-19, racism, sexism,
political hatred, and deep settled complacency there would be a new day of peace and justice.
We prayed for a real revival.

How long, oh Lord?
Can these bones live again?

Oh Lord, You know! Therefore, we hope.
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In the midst of all this, one thing is certain: the church will prevail! Matthew 16:18 says: “And I tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome.” The Greek word for Peter means
rock, and the word Hades is, the kingdom of the dead. Jesus has established his church on the rock -ultimately- He is
the rock; He is the cornerstone from where we build upon. Ephesians 2:20 reaffirms that: “built based on the apostles
and prophets, with the same Christ Jesus as the main cornerstone." Are you ready to be the foundation of His church?

The thought of being a building cornerstone or the foundation of a building does not strike me as very pleasant. However,
Peter was to be used as a foundation! Have you ever thought that you are the column that God chose to build his church? We,
Hispanics, understand a little of what construction is ... many of us work in construction. Sometimes in very long buildings
and projects.

My son, Esteban, has just graduated from MTSU with a degree in Concrete Industry Management with a focus
on Commercial Contracting and minoring in Business. He does know what a foundation takes to support tons
and tons of materials, floor after floor to incredible heights. Seeing the depth of the excavations, tons of bent iron
and the size of the columns that must support the building, it is somewhat overwhelming. When the cement
begins to fill the foundation and the columns, they will never see the sunshine again, however, there they are firm,
powerful, very strong, ready to support the building! Are you there my beloved shepherd? Are you bearing the
weight of His construction? Cheer up, let's go together, there is a lot of work ahead! Can we hold ...? Yes, and Amen!

In the midst of this difficult time we ask ourselves many questions, such as: How are we going to shepherd? Where
will my hope, my help, my livelihood come from? How am I going to minister? or What does it mean to minister
in this time of uncertainty anyway? What does “church” look like at this time? Surprisingly in high places,
such as the White House, precisely this question was discussed. And the conclusion was: "In the immediate
future, small groups will replace large and medium-sized churches. Household groups and designated places of
up to eight people will make up the church. Temples will be occupied with a minority of members and the use of
their offices for training and development of these “home church networks” Big temples may no longer be needed.

Do you still want to be a column? Was it not always the same idea of the early church to meet in homes ...? How many
homes can you manage? How many leaders can you train? It seems that COVID-19 leads us to rethink returning
to the basics. Matthew 28:18-20 presents us with the simplest and most effective way of being a column for Christ!
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If you are like me everything is new these days as we navigate what church, discipleship, even life looks like through a
pandemic. So I felt that more than anything right now we need resources, support, and connections. So below are some connections
to some of our SDMI leaders with support and resources. Check them all out and our new SDMI Connections Magazine as well.

A Letter from our SDMI Global Director—Dr. Scott Rainey

What’s Next?
We have been calling discipleship, "A Journey of Grace." We know from Scriptures and experience that God's grace continually draws
us toward the heart of the Father over our lifetime...

In the last few months, we have been living through a global crisis. The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted every continent, every country,
countless families, and every church in our denomination. There have been lives lost, employment cancelled, futures destroyed. Everyone
has grieved these losses with friends and loved ones. As we've grieved, we've prayed, read the Word, and prayed some more. As we've
bowed our knees and wills, God has been so very faithful. He has drawn us closer to Himself, bringing us peace and strength. Many of us
are now asking the questions: How do we come out of this global crisis? How and when do we open our church buildings and resume
face-to-face ministries? How do we help restore people who are living in fear and post-trauma paralysis? Articles in this issue of the
SDMI Connections e-newsletter are designed to help you respond to such questions.

For SDMI, we look forward to our Leadership Conference in the fall (LC2020). This special event will likely be the FIRST
opportunity for the Church of the Nazarene in USA and Canada to gather as ONE since the pandemic altered our daily reality.
LC2020 will take place from September 29 - October 1, 2020, at the Ridgecrest Camp and Conference Center near
Ashville, North Carolina.

At LC2020, the new framework for discipleship will be revealed for SDMI. This event is designed for district SDMI chairs,
SDMI district officers (women's and men's ministry leaders, single adult ministry leaders, children's ministry leaders, CLT
leaders, etc.), district superintendents, and all SDMI disciple-makers regardless of location or position. More information
about the location, speakers, schedule, and cost is available here.

Lets emerge from this global crisis unified and mobilized for making Christlike disciples in our countries,
communities, and neighborhoods. We can't wait to meet you there!

SDMI Leaders:  Hope you are taking advantage of all new the resources available at The Foundry publishing.
Check it out here.

Check out this offering from Matt Hastings our Southeast Educational Field Coordinator COVID-19; Four Days of Reflection for
Christians. Available here. The link gives access to a free devotional resource created by Dr. Angela Moreno, a Nazarene scientist
from Cape Verde. Please distribute the link, or the downloadable file, to the churches on our district. It will be a blessing to them.

Discipleship Place Offers Resources

The Discipleship Place recently released MP3 files of the course, How to Study the Bible. You will find the audio lessons as well
as the downloadable lessons here.

Through DiscipleshipPlace.org, churches can have a free, custom discipleship app that can support online streaming options,
as well as provide small group functionality. For more information, email DiscipleshipPlace@nazarene.org.

SuNDAY ScHooL DisciPLESHIP MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL

SDMI


https://web.cvent.com/event/083099b4-1775-440c-a183-cbb25957cb1c/websitePage:b4048ece-d889-4ac7-8e6b-d0ca543dfe10?rp=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000
https://www.thefoundrypublishing.com/
Four Days of Reflection of Christians
Four Days of Reflection of Christians
https://nazarene.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/Making%20the%20Most%20of%20COVID-19.pdf
https://discipleshipplace.org/index.php?option=com_studies&view=curriculum&id=79&Itemid=164&lang=en
http://DiscipleshipPlace.org
DiscipleshipPlace@nazarene.org.

Rev. Jeremy Byler
NYI President
jeremybyler82@gmail.com

The MidSouth NYI would love to thank all who participated in the first ever Digital NYI Convention held on July 1st.
The results of this year's elections include:

o Re-election of Jeremy Byler as NYI President and Ian Britton as Secretary.

o Elected to a two year term for members at large from Tennessee are Micah Mortimer and Jamin Wentworth.
o Elected to a one year term for members at large from Tennessee are Ashley Bauer and Ray Brawner.

+ Re-elected to a two year term for member at large for Mississippi is Diann Shamsabadi.

Reports and recap video can be found here.

The written Presidents Report can be found here.

The council will be meeting together soon to begin making plans for this coming year and they covet your
prayers as they prayerfully seek the best for the Students and Families of the MidSouth NYI.

NaAzARENE YOUTH INTERNATIONAL

NYI


https://youtu.be/CVrmhtMVNEs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fkp6uV3NpK7Num_8n55_g3xdYNrNhUhu/view?usp=sharing

CAMP
CGC) GARNER
e CREEK

CGC Finding it Easy to Comply with COVID-19 GU Guidelines

CGC is ready for guests and is able to follow the CDC Guidelines for camps. “We combed through the CDC Guidelines
for camps and have been able to make the suggested adjustments successfully,” reported Finley Knowles, Executive
Director. “Our recent groups tell us the rules don’t cramp their style. People are very adaptable when they understand
the reasons.”

So CGC wants to get the word out about vacancies. Like most small businesses in the country, CGC is looking for ways
to cover the huge gaps created by the shutdown.

Cancellations Create Vacancies

Because so many groups cancelled early on before we knew much about COVID-19, some prime times are open this
year that are usually booked. If your church staff, church board, small groups, youth group, or civic organizations
wants to consider booking an event with us, you will find some excellent openings.

Open Dates
July 13-24 August 14-20; 24-27 September 8-24 October 16-22
QOctober 26-November 1 November 6-8; 16-22 December 1-14

Make a Donation...Yours Will Be Tripled!

A CGC supporter called with a challenge donation. The donor will triple match your gift. If you are able to
make a donation, this is a great time to leverage your tax-deductible gift to CGC.

The pandemic has caused us to lose $520,000 due to group cancellations. This is almost half
of our annual income, but our fixed expenses continue.

Anything you can do will be significant.

Yau Give This.

CaMP GARNER CREEK

CGC
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Reported Income

Ashland City Faith Community

Bent Knee Cowboy

BridgePoint

Brookhaven First

Ciudad de Refugio

Clarksdale

Clarksville First

Clarksville Grace

Clarksville Hope Riders Biker

Clarksville Korean

Clarksville Park Lane

Cleveland First

Columbia First

Columbia Grace

Columbus First

Concord Community

Covington

Crossroads

Crossroads Community

Crystal Springs

DaySpring Community

Dickson Lighthouse

Dover First

Elmore

Erin

Fellowship

Fly

Foundry

Franklin Community of Faith

Fulton First

Gallatin First

Gallatin Hispanic

Gateway Community

Gloster

Goodlettsville

Gray’s Chapel

Grenada First

Griffin’s Chapel

Gulf Coast Family

Harmony

Hattiesburg First

Hazlehurst

Hendersonville

Hermitage

Highland

Hillside Community

Iglesia Cristiana
Restauracion y Milagros

Jason Chapel

Joelton

Jones Chapel

Kingston Springs

Laurel Bresee

Laurel First

Lewisburg First

Libertad en Cristo

Long Creek

Madison

Madison Hispanic

Magnolia

Memphis Calvary

Memphis Eastside

Memphis Emmanuel

Memphis Friendship

Memphis Grace

Memphis Holiness Tabernacle

Memphis Hope Tabernacle

Memphis New Hope

Memphis Refreshing Springs

Meredian Fitkins Memorial

Meridian Northside

Millington

Mount Wesley-Akin Chapel

Nashville Bell Road

Nashville Blakemore

Nashville Christ

Nashville Comm Fellowship

Nashville Donelson

Nashville First (Bethel Campus)

Nashville First (Main Campus)

Nashville First Korean

Nashville Glencliff Hispanic

Nashville Grace

Nashville Inglewood

Nashville Kaleo

Nashville Trevecca Community

Nashville Trinity

N. Westwind Comm of Faith

New Albany First

New Vision

Old Hickory

Oxford/Oxford Hispanic

Palabra de Vida

FTM

585,777.00

50.00

521,811.39

58,955.28
0.00

14,420.00
5111,467.00
5243,039.36
§30,874.45
50.00
577,854.14
49,271.96
$23.629.00
5300,967.55
0.00

puU.
$185,000.00
56,147.00
62,679.91
$46,487.40
50.00

50.00
$20,342.00
$43,770.69
0.00
$147,527.36
§17,693.15
$25.363.31
$19,619.28
571,527.00
50.00
$128,134.54
50.00
$249,948.78
50.00
$98,848.83
$27.673.00
$15,891.69
$43.904.66
$38,580.91
$0.00
$41,714.26
$6,387.00
$78,000.00
$0.00
$12,006.77
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00

50.00
$14,889.67
$589.00
$5,895.30
$0.00

50.00

50.00
$350,020.00
$2,622.00
52,014.00
$15,288.00
$150,947.28
50.00

50.00
$17,552.41
50.00

$0.00
$4,790.00
$12,128.00
$11,151.00
50.00

50.00
$18,000.00
$13,336.00
$24.124.72
$84.795.65
$725,734.67
$0.00
$19,449.62
307,499.75
$27,998.67
$9,022.39
$286,090.00
$11,017.77
0.00

0.00

0.00
$41,704.35
$22,201.00
$0.00

FTM
Income Updated

07/02/2020
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
04/29/2020
71712020

06/30/2020
05/31/2020
07/01/2020
06/29/2020
12/13/2019
06/29/2020
06/29/2020
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
06/26/2020
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
06/27/2020
04/27/2020
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
06/30/2020
06/09/2020
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
03/31/2020
06/01/2020
05/29/2020
06/30/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
06/29/2020
04/27/2020
06/27/2020
12/13/2019
06/14/2020
12/13/2019

71712020

12/13/2019
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
03/31/2020
05/01/2020
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
06/30/2020
05/31/2020
06/29/2020
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
04/26/2020
06/28/2020
06/01/2020
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
05/24/2020
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
06/30/2020
06/30/2020
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
06/30/2020
06/23/2020
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019

As oF JuLy 5

District
Missions

54,068.25
50.00
5829.08
50.00
0.00
803.00
54,311.00
59,324.45
51,163.88
50.00
$2,626.39
1,866.00
$5900.00
$12,038.70
50.00
$5,270.00
$308.00
2,376.49
$2,800.00
50.00
50.00
5940.00
$1,678.32
0.00
56,687.97
5701.00
51,014.00
$1,122.14
$2,350.00

$0.00
$13,241.00
$104.88
$0.00
$611.52
$5,851.21
$0.00
$150.99
$662.84
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$500.00
$446.04
$0.00

$26,216.26
$0.00
$1,217.00
$11,808.88
$908.74
$360.91
$13,327.00
$578.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,581.21
$1,600.00
$0.00

TNU

52,288.39
50.00
5466.36
50.00
50.00
292.11
52,397.00
54,120.74
5507.76
50.00
51,503.20
831.00
$5505.00
56,418.74
50.00
53,021.00
$172.00
1,336.78
51,450.00
50.00
50.00
5434.00
$944.06
0.00
$2,953.05
5321.45
5570.00
5425.37
51,360.00
50.00
53,982.00

10,451.59
0.00
439.00
5,144.68
$369.48
$203.08
$5,692.00
$240.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
$889.43
$0.00
$0.00

WEF

55,593.84
50.00
§1,123.32
5466.86
50.00
2,261.02
$3,687.00
59,906.97
51,600.34
50.00
53,611.29
2,030.00
$1,235.00
§15,960.25
§1,020.00
$7.252.00
5190.00
3,267.67
54,190.00
50.00
50.00
$1,090.00
52,265.86
0.00
$16,312.89
§719.21
§1,394.00
§1,022.81
$5,610.00

50.0!
$13,747.18
50.00
55,153.26
51,450.00
$927.00
51,965.91
51,947.45
51,724.00
51,800.00
51,050.59
52,141.00
50.00
$5590.00
50.00

$0.00
$0.00
$640.00
$0.00

$0.00
$14,752.00
$136.69
$50.00
$797.00
$7,869.29
$0.00
$95.26
$911.40
$0.00
$0.00
$465.55
$750.00
$581.33
$237.00
$0.00
$1,000.00
$695.24
$0.00
$3,605.27
$26,477.35
$0.00
$1,015.00
$12,277.81
$977.77
$496.24
$13,673.00
$575.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$2,174.16
$1,500.00
$0.00

P&B

b2,288.39
50.00
$362.84
5190.99
50.00
242.11
$2,425.00
54,120.74
$654.68
50.00
51,503.20
831.00
$505.00
56,418.74
50.00
53,021.00
$586.00
1,336.78
$1,650.00
50.00
50.00
5434.00
$944.06
50.00
$2,898.05
$5311.45
$570.00
5425.37
51,360.00
50.00
$3,982.00
50.00
$5,623.85
50.00
$2,108.15
$650.00
$359.00
$706.33
$755.49
$705.00
$677.00
$127.06
$912.00
50.00
$230.00
50.00

$0.00
$0.00
$263.00
50.00
50.00
$20.00
50.00
$327.00
$49.25
$147.38
50.00
50.00
50.00
$5,708.00
$59.00
$30.00
$327.55
$3,291.30
50.00
$18.74
$372.85
$0.00
50.00
$77.15
$500.00
$250.90
$100.00
$0.00
$500.00
5284.42
50.00
$1,423.13
10,451.59
0.00
439.00
5,144.68
$369.48
$203.08
$5,692.00
$242.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
$889.43
$600.00
$0.00
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Paris First
Pearson Chapel
Pine Hill
Pleasant Point
Portland
Quitman
Ripley Hispanic
Rosebloom
Savannah
Senatobia N.O. Nabors Mem
Spring Hill Restoration Comm
Springfield First
Starkville Wesley Community
Union
Vicksburg First
Vicksburg Hispanic
Victory Praise & Worship Ctr
Waverly First
Way of the Cross
Waynesboro Trinity
Woodlawn
TOTALS

FTM
Reported Income

$13,597.51
$27,652.06
50.00

50.00
135,980.33
0.00

50.00

543,814.05

50.00

57.772.60
64,228.03
7,458.62

50.00

50.00

542,086.21

50.00

$26,682.35

5148,389.53

53,364.00

50.00

$75,733.80

$5,130,935.01

We appreciate churches utilizing Funding the Mission and reporting the monthly income.
If you need any assistance, please contact the District Office at (615) 255~2929 and we will be glad to assist you.

FTM
Income Updated

05/01/2020
06/08/2020
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
06/29/2020
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
06/30/2020
12/13/2019
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
12/13/2019
06/29/2020
12/13/2019
06/29/2020
06/04/2020
05/31/2020
12/13/2019
07/01/2020

As oF JuLy 5

District
Missions

$515.55

51,106.08

50.00
0.00
5,334.00
0.00

50.00
1,752.56
50.00
5297.25
52,569.12
282.79
50.00
50.00
§1,640.00
50.00
$1,011.65
$7,300.00
$173.00
50.00
52,883.29
$204,680.04

TNU

$289.99
$589.65

§1,199.13

$95,496.96

WEF

$708.87
51,441.58

$3,730.37

$258,997.89

P&B

$289.99
$589.65

51,546.77

$100,303.00



