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In the early hours of August 21, 2021 Dickson County
had the highest flood waters on record. Camp Garner
Creek was in the center of the damage.
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The Youth Chapel was severely damaged.
Water upended the side walls. Picture shows
the entry foyer that was swept up in the
current and what used to be a storage room.

The pavilion behind the Café took a big hit
(water and debris) and collapsed up to the
fireplace. Goodlettsville CotN has adopted this
rebuild project and will rebuild it.
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The Welcome Center and offices never had
more than 6” of water before, but this time
the level was high enough to pick up desks
and cabinets and toss them around.
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Water at the Block House was over the top of the garage doors, so at least 7 feet
high. The water was 2’ below the floor level of the top floor where former District
Superintendent Dr. Talmadge Johnson has an apartment.

This has been Gary
and Joy Rhodes’
campus home for the
last 2 years. They moved
to CGC as Facilities
Director about 8 hours
before the 2019 flood!
They are living in the
D.S. cottage on campus
temporarily.
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Pictured - the RV Mark and Tammy
Eby have lived since returning from
the mission field in May. When they
escaped, water was already waist
high. They spent the next 4 ½ hours
in separate trees awaiting rescue.
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Help from
Memphis,
Missouri, and
Dickson

We are
blessed!



Below is what is on my prayer list for CGC
• For strength and emotional health
for our staff. We have a 9-12-month
task ahead of us getting things back
into shape.
• We need a mobile kitchen so we
can continue hosting groups for
retreats.
• That God will help our leadership
team make decisions based on the
mission of CGC which we believed
He inspired.
• A safe, accident-free environment.
• There are hundreds of decisions to
make in response to the flood. God
has blessed us with volunteers.
One of the realizations is that it is
not good stewardship to restore our
flooded buildings at their current
location. This is an intimidating,
overwhelming realization. Why?
 There are construction
complications because of the
need for septic field lines. We’ve
been told by the County that we
have no places to build…if we
depend on septic tanks. I will work
on pressing this point but am also
leaning on Gary Rhodes to plan
for a sewage treatment system for
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our campus. This is doable and
costly.
 The cost to rebuild goes well
beyond what we could service
through loans, so I know we need
to ask God for donors. We need
an estimated $2-3 million dollars
to rebuild the structures with
contractors while using volunteer
teams to do the finish work.
At the same time, how exciting is it
to dream about God using all of us
to make this campground better than
it was prior to the recent flood.
That God will intervene for one our
employees, Michael Gardner, relief
from a pinched nerve. His surgery
was postponed, and while they work
him in, he is in a lot of pain.
A volunteer(s) to take on
landscaping for CGC as a project.
Volunteers for uncompleted tasks.
Many of our needs are only a
volunteer away from being met!
Funds for a used skid steer. We
need one every week. We are
blessed by a friend of the camp who
allows us to borrow his from time to
time, but that piece of equipment is

on the market to be sold for
$32,000. (Mail your check to CGC.)
We trust God!
• I envision a specially trained staff
who would oversee team building
events during our down times.
Working with businesses would
mesh well with the open weekdays
we have during our long retreat
season. I can see where a businessfocused ministry could go a long
way.
• There are several improvements I
envision for our campground in
God’s timing.
 Enclosed basketball court
 Metal building to house
maintenance and housekeeping
operations.
 We turn groups away because we
don’t have the beds or eating
space needed. If God wants us to
tackle this need for a larger
retreat/camp venue in Middle
Tennessee, we will build a new
dining hall and an additional
lodge. It’s all in God’s timing.
• Operating funds to maintain the
asphalt areas on campus.

God is assembling a dedicated group of servants. I am convinced of their tender hearts toward the ministry. Of course, they need to
provide for their families, but what motivates them is not financial. It’s ministry. I want you to know the staff here at CGC and a bit
about what they do.
Doug and Debbie Bumpas-Volunteers. Doug and Deb who live on campus in their RV about 6 months out of the year lost their
camper in the flood. Totaled. Doug volunteers as if he is a full-time member of our Facility Stewardship team. Deb helps out at the
Creekside Café…and anywhere else she is needed.

Katie Gardner-Director of Financial Accountability. Hired in 2006. Katie has a financial services background through both
education and experience. She is the recordkeeper of monetary resources that pass through our hands. She also oversees the Gift
Shop.
Rusty Hertzler-Director of Food & Fellowship. Hired in 2021. Rusty is a chef with a heart for ministry, and he manages the
Creekside Café at the dining hall. He plans not only menus but relational spaces for fellowship all facilitated around a meal.
Rusty’s Team
Jane Gill, Amanda Hertzler, Bella Holder, Becky Morsch, Callie Pickering, Enjoli Shrader, Sarah Swaw, Margaret Wood
Lori Knowles-Director of Group Logistics. Hired in 2018. Lori is the voice of CGC to every group leader who plans an event. She
works with prospective groups, and through gathering and sharing information, she makes the event experience positive for the
groups we call customers.
Gary Rhodes-Director of Facility Stewardship. Hired in 2019. Gary is the caretaker of all that makes up our facilities and grounds.
As he does preventative maintenance and repair maintenance, his eye is on stewardship of all the awesome gifts from God. I have
not yet found something Gary cannot do well.
Gary’s Team
Michael Gardner, Elisha Matheny
Rebecca Wade-Director of Facility Cleanliness. Hired in 1997. Becky leads a team of dedicated ministers who prepare our indoor
spaces for the next guests who will arrive. We have many old buildings, but they are clean. Her team has one of the most important,
thankless jobs in the organization.
Becky’s Team
Liz Clifton, Margaret Lynch, Hannah Matheny, Hailey McClure
Nancy Welches-Snack Shack Coordinator. Hired in 2019. Nan heads up the Snack Shack operation but is also a perennial
volunteer for anyone who needs help. A tree fell on her cottage on campus during the flood. Scared her…but she’s alright!

Finley Knowles, Executive Director, Camp Garner Creek

