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I like blue jeans and boots. Quite honestly, that’s what I’m most comfortable
in — always have been. In fact, I still have my first pair of boots.

Karan gets the awesome privilege of watching our youngest grandson a couple of days
each week. I am still amazed at how much our children and grandchildren pick up from us.
Sometimes it’s almost scary.

I have a practice of walking to the back door and looking out over the pasture
to check on our horses and dogs (and even our cat). I’ll usually step to the door,
stand and stare outside just to make sure everyone is present and accounted for. Just a habit.

The other day I captured our grandson, Rivers, doing the same thing. Attired in his
comfortable jeans and boots, with the addition of the hat, he went to the back door and took 
his place staring out at the horses and dogs (and even our cat).

 Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV ): Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.

He also wrote in 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9 (NRSV ):

7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 
8  … but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 
9 This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate.

The lesson is clear: Demonstration precedes imitation.

Christian leaders (clergy and lay) are to incarnate the life Christ expected of all followers. We 
are to demonstrate the life of Christ in word, thought, and action. John Maxwell said, “People
do what people see. Leaders are models before they are ministers, mentors, or managers.”

We often limit leadership to the tasks of setting and accomplishing goals and objectives. In
fact, leaders are result oriented by nature.

However, spiritual leadership begins on a deeper level than goals and objectives. It begins with character. Spiritual leadership
is built on the foundation of integrity, principles, and authenticity — all of which are developed in submission to the
Holy Spirit. I might even say that character is the brand of boots we wear.

Paul demonstrated the character of Christ and then encouraged people to imitate what they saw.

And that leads me to affirm another connected timeless truth: We teach what we know; we reproduce who we are.

I don’t know if our grandson knew exactly what to look for when he stepped to the back door, but he was doing what he saw
me do. He’ll learn in time and will be shaped by the practice.

I pray that we, as leaders and as followers of Jesus, spend time in the presence of the Father, allowing the Spirit to shape our character
into the character of Christ. Then perhaps our churches, our families, our friends, and everyone we encounter will see
something worth imitating!
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“To inspire, empower and nurture the development of a ‘culture of multiplication’ of new
Hispanic congregations along the MidSouth District.” 

It is common to overhear someone preaching something like this: “…Ask the Lord, and He is going to give it to
you RIGHT NOW, RIGHT NOW”, or something like this: “DECLARE IT, AND YOU HAVE IT” or, the way sometimes
my wife tells me when I complain that something aches me, she says: “DON’T DECLARE IT, CANCEL IT!”
We have many stories in the Bible such as the opening of the Red Sea, or when Jesus calmed the storm, or when the
centurion told Jesus: “Just say the Word!” And so, so many "instant" healing miracles. Well…, I wish to have such as faith! 
But in my own experience with God, I know He takes His time to answer.

As many of you know, I just came out of Covid-19 and the pneumonia that goes with it. According to science, it takes
at least 45 days for the pneumonia to clear up. Nevertheless, my cure was a total miracle. At 62, and with all the
underline conditions I have, the prognosis was low to 0. And here I am back! 

Let me tell you one single episode of my illness and hospital ordeal. At some point, everything went south or
down, if you prefer. The oxygen went too low, the chest started to hurt, breathing was difficult, family and friends 
from everywhere started to pray, I started to DECLARE: CANCEL!!! They sent me from the 9th floor to the 1st floor 
“ICU”, and then, the miracle happened. It happened that ‒for those things that only God does‒: someone, who was 
working right there, and who is known by someone else, to whom we know and is very close to our family, came to 
evaluate me at the ICU. In the middle of all the chaos that usually happens in an ICU room, and surrounded by four 
ICU workers, all of them covered as much as they could, I remember very clearly this person, that I don’t know, say: 
“Mr. Lelli doesn’t belong in the ICU, take him back as soon as possible to the 9th floor.” Well, the rest is history, a week 
later I was back at home to continue my recovery. Three days ago, my last x-ray showed no sign of pneumonia.

He did it fast! RIGHT THERE, and whatever it was, was CANCELED, in the middle of a long process
of healing. This is our God, sometimes acts fast, others, He takes His time, but whatever it is, we 
can have the certainty that is the best for us. Glory be to His Name!!! I want to take the opportunity
TO GIVE THANKS for all your prayers and notes, and Bible passages I received during that time.
 

Well, I didn’t know I was going to talk about me. Hope no one gets upset, and I hope I can inspire someone. But what 
is the application of all this? I started writing with a heavy heart about how much time it takes to plant a church. How 
much time for the Lord to send the workers to the field? Or even perhaps how much time to grow and mature its 
congregations? I think, we can all agree that these things take a lot of time.

We started to pray for leaders and students to be called to ministry, and these last months we started to pray for 12 
more pastors for the Hispanic Ministry. Well, we have lined up four to be with us soon. How soon? in God’s time. I 
can tell you that after 7 months of prayer the first one is moving to Nashville the first week of September, he will be 
installed as the pastor for Springfield to take care of the American congregation. But "I KNOW", in due time ‒ Dr. 
Pedro Cruz, whom many of you know‒ we will have a Springfield Hispanic soon. Though he is called to minister the 
American congregation, I am certain that Hispanics will congregate around them as well. Let’s keep praying for the 
Lord to continue to bring workers to the field. 
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Sunday
 School 

Make the 
Connection

People of Prayer  •  Engaged in the Word  •  
Making Christlike Disciples 

midsouthnaz.org   
sdmiusacanada.org
facebook.com/MIDSOUTHSDMI
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We are still in a time of uncertainty when it comes to discipleship.  Hopefully you have been able to find ways to engage
everyone you can in discipleship, whether it is online or in person.  The foundry has given us some free resources
during this time.  We also have the resources at discipleshipplace.org.  Please feel free to email me if you are in
need of resources for discipleship of any kind during this time.

We are still not turning in statistical numbers for attendance but I would encourage you to continue to keep attendance
and numbers for your own records. Especially those new ways of discipleship that you are trying and doing.

As we continue to work in this season and the next, take a moment to think of ways you can plan to be
intentional with discipleship in your Sunday School, small groups, bible studies, and all areas of worship.
To be in prayer, engaging in the word and intentionally making Christlike disciples.    

Check out www.thefoundrypublishing.com   

DISTRICT CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES    For Connection and Resourcing Checkout — www.nazkids.org              

EXODUS ADVENTURES...has begun!  Some of our greatest discipleship tools come in
children’s quizzing.  If you are interested in getting started connect by email with Esther  Simmons
director: estheresimmons2@gmail.com or get info on the nazkids website above.

DISTRICT ADULT MINISTRIES:  Derek Mitchell, Director, 1851 N. Houston Levee Rd.,
Cordova, TN 38016, (901)484-9845, dmitchell@calvarychurch.net

MAGNOLIA WOMEN’S RETREAT – October 23rd, 24th, 25th REGISTER NOW
Laura McKellar, Director, lauramckellarj5@yahoo.com
(615)830-7839 1050 Pardue Rd, Ashland City, TN 37015

SAGE MINISTRy (SR. ADULT MINISTRy) 
Roger & Patsy Fillebaum, Co-Directors, ropafil@bellsouth.net
(601)529-4539, 7935 Warriors Trail, Vicksburg, MS 39180

 3 TREES MINISTRy (BIkER MINISTRy) 
Ron Bailey, Director, pastor.ron@charter.net
(931)801-0379, PO Box 3894, Clarksville, TN 37043 

OAk MINISTRy (MEN'S MINISTRy) 
(Looking for a Director)

BRANCH (SINGLE'S MINISTRy) 
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Camping  •  Retreats  •  Team Building

This is going to sound a little like our President, but “This summer is something like people have never seen before.”
In March the virus struck panic in our nation, and as things unfolded and the CDC issued guidelines to help campgrounds
reopen, I was concerned if we would be able to pull it off.

But CGC did. We made commonsense changes at mealtimes and facility disinfection practices, and we completed camping season
with no Covid outbreaks…or cases. We thank God and don’t take the credit. Two CGC employees self-quarantined because of
symptoms, but neither turned out to have the virus. 

As CGC moves toward Fall, cancellations are staggering both in number of groups and amount of lost income. Thirty-nine
groups have cancelled for loss of $655,330! The dollar amount was determined looking at signed contracts of groups. The contracts include a 
price quote and an estimated number of participants, so it is easy to see what got away.

COVID-19 Scares and Successes

Cancellations Still  Create Vacancies
As mentioned in the last edition, CGC has vacancies for your church or group this Fall. Both Erin and Kaleo Churches
of the Nazarene have scheduled all-church retreats. We appreciate the business, and I know the outcomes will be long-lasting. Weekend
retreats yield spiritual and community growth that would take months to achieve in the real-time world of weekly services and small 
groups. The concentrated period of time together allows a submersion effect that God uses powerfully.

Fall Vacancies Oct 1-14      Oct 27-Nov 23      Dec 1-14

and now

#DUFB?
This is not a message to convince you to join Facebook. This is a message for those 
who already have. If you Like CGC’s page and share posts from there,  you will be
helping CGC prepare for the future in a powerful way. You will help us reach those

who don’t about it. Your Shares take the CGC message places it could not go 
on its own. It gives your friends an opportunity to Like CGC and so goes the 
ripple. There is a mindboggling net effect.
https://www.facebook.com/campgarnercreek/

Changes in Food Service at CGC
New opportunities arise out of change. CGC Chef Marilyn Johnson resigned to take a position in Oklahoma, so her CGC family has
expressed appreciation and said their goodbye. Marilyn left CGC in great shape. Her existing staff will be able to
cover upcoming groups through December, so we are looking to make the hire around that time.

As the CGC team assesses the situation, they are clear that the focus for the dining hall is fellowship that happens during the meal 
experience. That includes food, comfort, atmosphere, and ease of food service (even in a pandemic.) The plan is to focus on who we
are, i.e. southerners, so if you or someone you know can cook like grandma apply for the position here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DirectorofMealTimeFellowship



Funding the Mission (FTM) Giving 2020-2021
As of September 20

                         FTM                              FTM                          District
                                                   Reported Income         Income Updated             Missions                         TNU                               WEF                            P & B

Ashland City Faith Community $120,289.00  09/03/2020  $2,094.37  $2,288.39  $5,593.84  $2,288.39
Bent Knee Cowboy  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
BridgePoint  $36,900.26  08/30/2020  $1,397.94  $803.67  $1,908.09  $786.34
Brookhaven First  $30,847.68  08/31/2020  $0.00  $0.00  $1,595.73  $652.80
Clarksdale   $20,920.00  08/31/2020  $1,110.00  $532.01  $4,201.08  $432.01
Clarksville First  $215,557.00  08/31/2020  $6,694.00  $4,608.00  $11,237.00  $3,765.00
Clarksville Grace  $360,916.90  09/01/2020  $13,977.95  $7,862.60  $19,053.76  $7,862.60
Clarksville Hope Riders Biker $47,916.57  08/30/2020  $1,803.40  $1,014.41  $2,479.67  $1,014.41
Clarksville Korean  $35,228.00  06/28/2020  $1,410.00  $794.00  $1,939.00  $794.00
Clarksville Park Lane  $110,213.20  08/24/2020  $4,737.22  $2,370.16  $5,745.71  $2,370.16
Cleveland First  $70,026.76  09/01/2020  $2,650.00  $1,492.00  $3,645.00  $1,492.00
Columbia First  $54,904.00  08/23/2020  $2,075.00  $1,170.00  $2,850.00  $1,170.00
Columbia Grace  $523,892.60  07/31/2020  $19,863.23  $11,173.06  $27,311.94  $11,173.06
Columbus First  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $1,020.00  $0.00
Concord Community  $260,000.00  08/30/2020  $9,767.00  $5,501.00  $13,447.00  $5,501.00
Covington   $10,180.00  07/31/2020  $539.00  $258.00  $380.00  $172.00
Crossroads  $93,561.45  07/31/2020  $3,547.35  $1,995.39  $4,877.61  $1,995.39
Crossroads Community $82,884.05  03/30/2020  $6,000.00  $3,450.00  $8,590.00  $3,450.00
DaySpring Community $100,884.97  05/31/2020  $3,999.40  $0.00  $5,212.49  $2,249.66
Dickson Lighthouse  $29,304.00  07/26/2020  $1,105.00  $629.00  $1,570.00  $629.00
Dover First  $104,057.60  08/31/2020  $3,960.66  $2,227.87  $4,373.68  $1,802.36
Elmore   $12,356.00  08/23/2020  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Erin   $337,834.01  08/31/2020  $12,867.85  $7,226.06  $16,767.89  $7,233.23
Fellowship  $25,222.15  08/31/2020  $1,002.00  $578.45  $1,316.21  $568.45
Fly   $52,285.62  09/09/2020  $2,091.00  $1,175.00  $2,875.00  $1,175.00
Foundry   $47,014.67  08/31/2020  $1,806.03  $1,015.89  $2,451.00  $1,015.89
Franklin Community of Faith $137,415.00  08/31/2020  $4,950.00  $2,810.00  $6,810.00  $2,810.00
Fulton First  $43,097.67  08/30/2020  $1,725.00  $970.00  $0.00  $0.00
Gallatin First  $257,943.60  08/31/2020  $13,208.00  $7,048.00  $14,728.00  $6,026.00
Gallatin Hispanic  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Gateway Community  $436,362.55  08/31/2020  $17,454.50  $9,818.15  $23,999.93  $9,818.15
Gloster   $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Goodlettsville  $510,648.50  08/16/2020  $19,361.08  $10,890.61  $26,621.49  $10,890.61
Gray’s Chapel  $56,156.00  09/01/2020  $2,300.00  $0.00  $2,950.00  $1,250.00
Grenada First  $20,975.45  08/31/2020  $760.00  $429.00  $1,065.00  $413.00
Griffin’s Chapel  $61,301.41  08/30/2020  $2,311.76  $1,300.37  $3,508.02  $1,300.37
Gulf Coast Family  $59,548.16  07/31/2020  $2,246.81  $1,263.83  $3,257.87  $1,263.83
Harmony   $41,402.75  07/06/2020  $2,482.00  $1,151.00  $2,812.00  $1,151.00
Hattiesburg First  $59,089.24  08/31/2020  $2,227.00  $1,254.00  $3,350.00  $1,254.00
Hazlehurst   $18,492.90  08/31/2020  $701.64  $250.34  $1,461.93  $250.34
Hendersonville  $110,196.50  08/15/2020  $5,440.00  $2,411.00  $5,746.00  $2,394.00
Hermitage   $0.00   12/13/2019  $15,000.00  $15,000.00  $15,000.00  $15,000.00
Highland   $20,306.77  08/23/2020  $790.00  $445.00  $1,065.00  $445.00
Hillside Community  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Jason Chapel  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Joelton   $0.00   12/13/2019  $901.00  $475.00  $1,015.00  $417.00
Jones Chapel  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Kingston Springs  $16,314.00  08/31/2020  $0.00  $367.07  $0.00  $0.00
Laurel Bresee  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $40.00  $50.00
Laurel First  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Lewisburg First  $30,741.27  09/06/2020  $1,121.00  $431.00  $1,272.00  $521.00
Libertad en Cristo  $589.00   03/31/2020  $87.00  $49.25  $112.10  $49.25
Long Creek  $16,037.30  07/28/2020  $641.49  $401.38  $882.07  $400.94
Madison   $20,246.34  07/31/2020  $762.13  $428.70  $1,030.73  $428.70
Madison Hispanic  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Magnolia   $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Memphis Calvary  $527,195.00  08/31/2020  $19,938.00  $11,215.00  $28,993.00  $11,215.00
Memphis Eastside  $6,994.00   08/31/2020  $259.64  $146.05  $353.67  $146.05
Memphis Emmanuel  $11,681.00  09/01/2020  $0.00  $256.17  $609.34  $256.17
Memphis Friendship  $26,814.00  06/30/2020  $842.04  $341.04  $1,097.44  $450.46
Memphis Grace  $254,772.28  08/31/2020  $9,815.38  $5,084.37  $10,819.06  $4,458.18
Memphis Holiness Tabernacle $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Memphis Hope Tabernacle $0.00   12/13/2019  $150.99  $11.00  $95.26  $18.74
Memphis New Hope  $37,764.94  08/31/2020  $1,425.78  $595.31  $1,455.20  $595.31
Memphis Refreshing Springs $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Meridian Fitkins Memorial $95,398.02  07/31/2020  $1,314.98  $739.68  $1,713.84  $739.68
Meridian Northside  $15,103.00  07/01/2020  $585.50  $0.00  $787.36  $329.34
Millington   $17,261.00  08/30/2020  $1,000.00  $750.00  $1,500.00  $750.00
Mount Wesley-Akin Chapel $22,801.10  09/01/2020  $912.64  $410.92  $953.35  $411.46
Nashville Bell Road  $0.00   12/13/2019  $1,200.00  $550.00  $596.00  $400.00
Nashville Blakemore  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Nashville Christ  $7,000.00   07/26/2020  $400.00  $0.00  $1,000.00  $700.00
Nashville Comm Fellowship $28,178.71  08/30/2020  $1,058.59  $595.46  $1,455.55  $595.46
Nashville Donelson  $41,417.72  08/31/2020  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Nashville First (Bethel Campus) $119,530.75  08/31/2020  $4,511.21  $2,537.56  $6,428.48  $2,537.56
Nashville First (Main Campus) $1,111,699.52  08/31/2020  $39,414.80  $22,170.82  $56,166.09  $22,170.82
Nashville First Calvary Korean $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Nashville Glencliff Hispanic $47,902.62  08/31/2020  $1,919.00  $1,081.00  $2,500.00  $1,081.00
Nashville Grace  $444,110.92  08/31/2020  $16,931.89  $9,524.19  $23,113.60  $9,524.19
Nashville Inglewood  $58,955.90  09/15/2020  $2,015.86  $882.46  $2,618.33  $1,043.36
Nashville Kaleo  $12,811.08  07/31/2020  $644.04  $288.37  $704.62  $288.37
Nashville Trevecca Community $554,661.00  08/31/2020  $19,863.00  $9,124.00  $27,039.00  $11,173.00
Nashville Trinity  $21,141.12  08/30/2020  $810.00  $473.00  $1,106.00  $458.00
N. Westwind Comm of Faith $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
New Albany First  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
New Vision  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Old Hickory  $90,862.27  08/31/2020  $3,445.01  $1,515.63  $3,704.88  $1,515.63
Oxford/Oxford Hispanic $45,178.00  08/31/2020  $2,400.00  $0.00  $3,000.00  $1,200.00
Palabra de Vida  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
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Paris First   $38,890.51  08/11/2020  $1,474.52  $829.42  $2,027.37  $829.42
Pearson Chapel  $52,176.89  09/13/2020  $2,087.07  $893.00  $2,183.09  $893.00
Pine Hill   $69,850.00  08/31/2020  $2,844.44  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Portland   $202,030.32  09/14/2020  $7,647.00  $4,302.00  $10,235.00  $4,187.00
Quitman   $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $1,595.00  $720.00
Ripley Hispanic  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Rosebloom  $65,226.30  08/31/2020  $2,609.05  $1,245.77  $3,587.45  $1,467.60
Savannah   $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $1,100.00  $150.00
Senatobia N.O. Nabors Mem $12,085.60  07/31/2020  $574.12  $211.83  $619.63  $255.91
Spring Hill Restoration Comm $64,228.03  05/31/2020  $2,569.12  $1,369.79  $3,348.38  $1,369.79
Springfield First  $13,403.32  08/30/2020  $508.18  $285.85  $584.74  $285.85
Starkville Wesley Community $16,076.00  08/31/2020  $609.52  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Union   $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Vicksburg First  $49,576.85  07/31/2020  $2,058.37  $1,050.00  $2,818.00  $1,050.00
Vicksburg Hispanic  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Victory Praise & Worship Ctr $38,246.35  08/30/2020  $1,449.90  $489.09  $1,993.89  $815.68
Waverly First  $283,097.14  09/01/2020  $10,730.00  $6,036.00  $14,753.50  $6,036.00
Way of the Cross  $5,063.00   06/29/2020  $286.00  $162.00  $394.00  $162.00
Waynesboro Trinity  $0.00   12/13/2019  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Woodlawn Community $122,980.96  09/16/2020  $4,638.19  $2,082.52  $5,978.08  $2,493.25

TOTALS   $9,332,226.12    $369,912.64 $202,607.96 $496,197.04 $208,499.22

We appreciate churches utilizing Funding the Mission and reporting the monthly income. 
If you need any assistance, please contact the District Office at (615) 255~2929 and we will be glad to assist you.


