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Pastor’s Page 

If I were a butterfly, 

I’d thank You, Lord, for giving me wings; 

And if I were a robin in a tree, 

I’d thank You Lord, that I could sing; 

And if I were a fish in the sea, 

I’d wiggle my tail and I’d giggle with glee; 

But I just Thank You Father, for making me – ME! 

 

’Cause You gave me a heart and 

You gave me a smile 

You gave me Jesus, and 

You made me His Child 

And I just Thank You, Father 

For making me – ME! 

Second verse just the adults now… 

 If I were rich then I’d give to God’s work… 

 If I had the gift of music I would sing out in church… 

 If I had the time then I would serve…  

 But all I can’t do much of anything, because You made me – ME! 

 

  But You gave me a heart and You gave me a smile 

  You gave me Jesus & You made me His Child 

  And I want to serve You Father, in the way that You made me, ME! 

 

 Once upon a time we were all going to be something. We were going to play with the pros, and make 

music that would move Carnegie hall. When we were 12 rich was a given and of course we would be the best. 

Ah the joys of youth! 

 Then somewhere we came to reality and then reality became an excuse… I would do more but… I am 

just me! 

But… “you gave me a heart and 

You gave me a smile 

You gave me Jesus, and 

You made me His Child 

And I just Thank You, Father 

For making me – ME!” 

 Philip was told to leave a productive ministry in Samaria to go sit in the desert and wait to talk to one 

man. But if God asked him to make that move for one man, think how important that one man must have been 

to God? God may have prepared you in such a way that you are the perfect tool to help shape one person’s 

life. You may not feel qualified, but God knows exactly who He created you to touch. The beauty of the church 

is when you put us all together, that is a lot of “one person”s who we get to touch. Who has God set you in the 

desert to reach out and touch with His love and grace? You don’t have to be the great orator like Billy Graham 

or have the voice of Sandi Pattie. A brain like Norman Geisler would be great but is not required. He has given 

you the skills you need to be the touch for someone.  

 So today I am praising God because …  



’Cause He gave you a heart and 

He gave you a smile 

He gave you Jesus, and 

He made you His Child 

And I just Thank You, Father 

For making you – YOU! 

 Esther was told “for such a time as this”.  

 II Corinthians 6:2 … “Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF 

SALVATION " 

 

 Look today for the person God wants to reach through you.  

 

 God Bless, Matt S  

 

Deacon’s Corner 

Change 

For everything there is a season. Ecclesiastes 3:1a. 

Fall brings change. Change in schedules, change in sports and change in nature. This year the 
change is a little harder. As we kick off Small Groups this Fall, our group will do so without Barry and 
Carol. 

Rox and I have been part of the Bennett small group for longer than we can remember. The decision 
to join a small group has been one of the best decisions we have made. Through the encouragement 
and mentoring of our group, we have seen growth in our faith and our marriage. If you are not 
currently involved in a Small Group, I encourage you to join one or start one. 

Through fellowship, digging into the Word, and prayer, a group of unrelated people became a family. 

We typically met at the Bennett’s house. Our Fellowship time always started with food and usually 
included Chocolate for Barry and Diet Mountain Dew for Carol! During this time, we caught up with 
each other’s lives. We laughed and we cried as we shared. 

As we shifted to the Bible Study portion of the evening, Barry with Carol’s assistance, would lead the 
discussion. With such a diversified group, we had some lengthy discussions. Whether we were 
discussing that day’s sermon or going through a Bible study, reading and discussing The Word was 
an integral part of the night. We have challenged each other in our faith walks. 

Our evening always concluded in Prayer. This may be the most important part of our small group 
sessions. We spend countless hours praying for family members and friends and comforting each 
other when we had to say goodbye to parents, siblings, and friends. We saw the power of prayer, 
even though many of our requests were answered differently than what we had wanted. 

As the season changes, this Fall, we will forge ahead without Barry and Carol. They will be missed. 
But we will continue the tradition of Fellowship, Digging into the Word and Praying 

 



Youth Page 

“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 

Greetings. 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of 

your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect 

and complete, lacking in nothing.” – James 1:1-4, ESV 

James’ first words to the scattered early Church have been really hitting me hard lately… “Count it 

joy… when you meet trials of various kinds…” Sometimes life makes this imploration quite 

simple; sometimes life’s trials are busyness at work or school, an argument with a spouse or friend, 

or the common cold hitting the family hard. Counting these as joy… no problem, James. But 

sometimes life makes this feel impossible. 

How can we count tragedy as joy? How can we count great loss as joy? 

To feel the full weight of James’ words it is good to understand what the occasion to his letter is; 

why does James start with this urgent request? 

Most of us are probably familiar with the story of Stephen. His story in the Bible begins in Acts 6, 

where in verse 8 Scripture tells us that Stephen is “a man full of God’s grace and power”. The 

religious authorities saw Stephen as a threat, so they captured him, dragged him out of the city, and 

stoned him to death (Acts 7:54-60). It is then that Scripture informs us that “On that day a great 

persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered 

throughout Judea and Samaria.” (Acts 8:1, NIV). It is believed that this scattered church of 

Jerusalem and the “twelve tribes in the Dispersion” in James are the same group of people. In a 

very real way, James is a young pastor sending former members of his flock to not lose hope and to 

not lose joy despite the persecution they are currently enduring and seeing firsthand. 

It brings me strong encouragement knowing that James was not talking about the “easier” trials of 

life. James was speaking about persecution; being hunted down for your faith. If James can make 

such strong claims about finding joy in the midst of their trials, then surely, we too can find joy in 

our current trials. 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 

far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is 

seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. – 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, NIV 

Go bless, 
Pastor Jonathan Finke 

 

 

 



Family Ministries 

This Fall marks many exciting milestones for Kelsey and I. On the first of September, we 

celebrated our first anniversary. A wonderful year of marriage that included our first year in Long 

Prairie, my first year as Director of Family Ministry, and so much cherished time getting to journey 

through life together. In the coming months we look forward to closing on our first home (October 

18th), and the birth of our first child (due date: November 14th). As you can imagine this is a time 

of excitement, anticipation, and lots of busy days. I am so thankful that God brought us to Long 

Prairie, and to First Baptist Church. The opportunity to be involved in God’s vision for this 

community is a humble honor. 

Our Children’s Ministry is off to a great start this school year. Our Wednesday night ministry has 

officially undergone an ever so slight name change. The name has been shortened and officially 

rebranded as QUEST KIDS! We wait in hopeful anticipation to see what God has instore for us this 

year. The Quest Kick Off Carnival had a great turnout with almost 80 people (kids, siblings, 

parents, etc.) in attendance. 

Our Sunday School and Quest materials will be covering the same material with different lessons in 

the hope that kids will get to learn the Bible stories even better if they come to both. This past week 

we got to learn that “God is always reliable.” We spent a lot of time talking about what it means to 

be reliable, and that we can trust God in every circumstance. Please be praying for the kids and 

volunteers as we embark on this journey. 

In this busy first year of marriage and ministry I have been overwhelmed with this same Biblical 

truth. Psalm 46:1 says “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble” (NIV, 

emphasis added). It is my prayer that our congregation will continually surrender our mission, our 

ambition, and our lives to God who is ALWAYS reliable. As our provider, our sustainer, and our 

savior, he is our everlasting God. I pray that we will become a body of believers who make God 

famous because of our dependence on Him. 

Blessings, 

Jackson Standafer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October, November, December 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

10/27 Nathan & Emili Hibbs 

10/31  Kim & Becki Miller 
 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

10/01 Heidi Gustafson 

10/08 Pastor Matt Stacey 

10/10 Hazel Swedal 

10/20 Cameron Larson 

10/23 Dennis Pastian 

10/23 Hans Puck 

10/24 Diane Gustafson 

10/27 Scott Bergman 

10/27 Susan Rasmussen 

10/31 Randy Swanson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

11/01  Ken &Audrey Stevens 

11/18  Del & Margaret Halverson 

11/19  Chris & Roxanne Larson 

11/20  Harley & Kitie Hollenbeck 
 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

11/01 Jeanette Goff 

11/02 Olivia Reinbold 

11/06 Chris Larson 

11/10 Cody Johnson 

11/14 Katie Stacey 

11/16 Darrah Larson 

11/17 Matt Junkin 

11/17 Donna Park 

11/21 Byron Cook 

11/21 Peggy Stacy 

11/22 Dylan Bennett 

11/24 Luann Reinbold 

11/25 Becki Miller 

11/26 Rodd Gustafson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

12/03  Rodd and Beth Gustafson 

12/12  Joe & Luann Reinbold 

12/13  Ray & Deb Miller 

12/13  Kent & Heidi Gustafson 

12/21  Brandon & Heidi Puck 

12/27  Dennis & Patti Midthun 

12/31  Don & Darla Peterson 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

12/05 Sue Calvin 

12/05 Deb Miller 

12/06 Jon Finke 

12/07 Beth Gustafson 

12/09 Lily Puck 

12/09 Jack Stacey 

12/10 Don Rousu 

12/13 Larry Brandes 

12/15 Lynell Blanchard 

12/15 Steve Calvin 

12/16 Madison Koltes 

12/19 Diane Brandes 

12/19 Joel Sheneberger 

12/19 Sandy VanNorman 

12/25 Harley Hollenbeck 

12/27 Dawn Fruetel 

12/27 Joan Lee 
 

 

 

 


