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Micah 6:8 “He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you 
But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?” 

 
 Walking humbly with my God is my theme for 2020.  I expect you will hear me contemplating 
that term on a regular basis this year. When he heard I am studying the topic, Luke sent me a link to 
the following. The whole thing is worth reading, but it comes down to about 10 pages, so for this I will 
abbreviate it. You can find the full article at bethanycommunitychurch.org under their resources.   
 

THE FIFTY FRUITS OF PRIDE   BY BRENT DETWILER 
 
Five Things to Know About Pride & Humility 
1.Pride Is the Root of All Evil (Genesis 3:5; 1 Timothy 3:6; 1 John 2:15-17) 
 

2.God Hates Pride (Proverbs 8:13; 16:5; Isaiah 23:9; Daniel 4:29-37; James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5) 
 

3.God Loves Humility (Pro. 11:2, 15:33, 18:12, 29:23; Isa. 57:15, 66:2; Micah 6:8; Luke 14:11) 
 

4.What Pride Is Not  
 a. Acknowledging and appreciating the gifts and abilities God has given you. 
 b. The presence of godly desire, ambition and direction in your life (I Tim. 3:1) 
 c. Acknowledging the work of God within you. 
 d. The pursuit of excellence. 
 e. Defending and proclaiming the truth of Scripture. 
 

5.Pride Is Deceptive (John 8:31-36; Jeremiah 49:16; Proverbs 16:2, 21:2) 
 
The Fifty Fruits of Pride 
1.Want to be Well Known or Important (Isaiah 14:13-15; James 3:13-16; Romans 12:6) 
 “I am selfishly ambitious. I really want to get ahead and make a name for myself. I want to be 
someone important in life. I like having a position or title. I far prefer leading to following.” 
 
2.Sinfully Competitive 
 “I am overly competitive. I always want to win or come out on top and it bothers me when I 
don’t.”  
 

3.Want to Impress People (Luke 10:38-42) 
“I want people to be impressed with me. I like to make my accomplishments known.” 

 a. Clothes or jewelry you wear. 
 b. Vehicle you drive. 
 c. Furniture you own. 
 d. House you live in. 
 e. Place you live. 
 f. Company you work for. 
 g. Amount of money you earn. 
 h. Food you eat. 
 

 i. How spiritual you are. 
 j. What you look like (physical   
     appearance). 
 k. What you have accomplished. 
 l. What you know. 
 m. Where you went to school. 
 n. Who you know. 
 o. What your background is. 
 



4. Draw Attention to Myself (Proverbs 27:2) 
 “I like to be the center of attention and will say or do things to draw attention to myself.” 
 

5. Like to Talk About Myself 
 “I like to talk, especially about myself for persons or things I am involved with. I want people to 
know what I am doing or thinking. I would rather speak than listen. I have a hard time being succinct.” 
 

6. Deceitful and Pretentious (Psalm 24:3-4, 26:2-4; Jeremiah 48:10; Proverbs 26:20-26) 
 “I tend to be deceptive about myself. I find myself lying to preserve my reputation. I find myself 
hiding the truth about myself, especially about sins, weaknesses, etc. I don’t want people to know 
who I really am.” 
 

7.Desire Recognition and Praise (John 5:41-44; Matthew 6:1, 23:5-7) 
 “I desire to receive recognition and credit for what I do. I like people to see what I do and let 
me know that they noticed. I feel hurt or offended when they don’t. I am overly concerned about my 
reputation and hate being misunderstood.” 
 

8.Not Fulfilled Serving Others (John 3:30) 
 “I am not very excited about seeing or making others successful. I tend to feel envious, jealous 
or critical towards those who are doing well or being honored.” 
 

9.Self Sufficient (Matthew 4:4; John 15:5; Acts 17:25; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)  
 “I tend to be self sufficient in the way I live my life. I don’t live with a constant awareness that 
my every breath is dependent upon the will of God. I tend to think I have enough strength, ability and 
wisdom to live and manage my life. My practice of the spiritual disciplines is inconsistent and 
superficial. I don’t like to ask others for help.” 
 

10.Anxious (Psalm 4:8; Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:6-7) 
 “I am often anxious about my life and the future. I tend not to trust God and rarely experience 
his abiding and transcendent peace in my soul. I have a hard time sleeping at night because of fearful 
thoughts and burdens I carry.” 
 

11.Self Focused (Exodus 4:11; Job 10:8-11; Psalm 139:13-16; Isaiah 53:2; Jeremiah 1:5) 
 “I am overly self-conscious. I tend to replay in my mind how I did, what I said, and how I came 
across to others. I am very concerned about my appearance and what people think of me. I think 
about these things constantly.”  
 

12. Fear Man (Proverbs 29:25) 
 “I fear man more than God. I am afraid of others and make decisions about what I will say or 
do based upon this fear. I am afraid to take a stand for things that are right. I am concerned with how 
people will react to me or perceive my actions or words. I don’t often think about God’s opinion in a 
matter and rarely think there could be consequences for disobeying him. I primarily seek the approval 
of man and not of God.” 
 

13.Insecure 
 “I often feel insecure. I don’t want to try new things or step out into uncomfortable situations 
because I’m afraid I’ll fail or look foolish. I am easily embarrassed.” 
 

 Hmmm…. Looks like I still have some room for God to work! 
 

 Father, teach us to walk humbly with You, following Your lead in 2020. 

    God Bless, Matt s 



Deacon’s Corner 

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now….” (Phil. 1:3-5 NIV) 

 
With a new year comes a new opportunity to say THANK YOU to so many people who share in the 

ministry and work here at 1st Baptist, especially the following five special individuals: Thank you, 

Pastor Matt Stacey, for your commitment and dedication to faithfully studying, teaching and 

preaching God’s Word, as well as shepherding our congregation. 

Thank you, Pastor Jonathan Finke, for your heart to see young people (and their families) begin a 

relationship with Jesus Christ and grow deep with Him. 

Thank you, Jackson Standafer, for your energy and creative work with our children, families and 

young adults, growing disciples of Jesus Christ in people of all ages. 

Thank you, Jenni Powell, for your years of dedicated service in the church office helping so many 

details happen behind the scenes each week. 

Thank you, Harley Hollenbeck, for your loyal and dependable work to help our church facility look 

clean and welcoming for each service and event that happens here on a weekly basis. 

 
We have so much to be thankful for as we think of each of these five and how God has used them 

over the past 12 months to impact our lives and the lives of people throughout our community. 

Please join me in praying regularly for them as they serve our Lord Jesus Christ by serving us and 

others. 

 
These are just five - and there are so many more here at 1st Baptist that give of their time, love and 

resources. It reminds me of how connected we are as the body of Christ and how much we need 

each other. Life in Christ is not meant to be lived alone - it is meant to be lived and shared in 

community. One of my prayers for 2020 is that we continue to grow together in community, in unity, 

in love, and in grace as a local part of the family of God. Thank you for being a part of the body and 

a conveyor of the hope found only in Jesus Christ! 

 
For the Deacons, Leland 

Sheneberger 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth Page 

About a month ago, Erin and I were able to attend the National Youth Worker’s Conference put 

together by the organization Youth Specialties. It was an incredible set of days to be able to relax, 

rejuvenate, and also catch a new fire for ministry. 

A hard reality that we all wrestle with is stagnation. When we become comfortable with where 

we land and see no need to move towards anything new. I’ve personally felt like I have been in this 

state of stagnation for a while now. The comfort of norms is simply the easiest in most case! But 

thank God for vision, dreams, and conviction. 

God has given me a dream. Not a literal dream, but a hope for the ministry He has placed me 

in. It is a dream that is grounded in the hopes and dreams of God Almighty: 

16 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 

go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them doubted! 
18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 

earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I 

have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” – 

Matthew 28:16-20 

1 I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, 

and give thanks for them. 2 Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can 

live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and pleases God 

our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. – 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

It is a dream specifically for the teenagers of our area, but holds true for all people… 

My dream is this… That all teenagers in our area of influence would hear the good news of 

Jesus from a friend.  

I share all of this with you because we need your prayer. As Youth Pastor I need prayer for 

wisdom, understanding, and opportunity. Our Youth Leaders need prayer for energy and 

opportunities for deeper relationships. Our teenagers need prayer for boldness, excitement, and 

willingness. The teenagers in our community need prayer for hope. 

Could I ask you to consider letting us use 5 minutes of your prayer time? Would you either 

start or continue to pray for us? We need all the prayer we can get. This dream is a God-sized dream 

that can only be achieve in His power, so we need prayer. 

Thank you, prayer warriors. 

Pastor Jon 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Ministries 

Merry Christmas Church Family! 

 

The past couple months of life and ministry have felt like a blur. How could 

we ever have anticipated the blessings that God has poured out on Kelsey and I. 

This October we were able to purchase our first home, and this November we 

finally got to meet our precious little Daniel. God has proved his sovereignty time 

and again in our lives and we desire to live as witnesses to His greatness! 

 

In addition to all the excitement in our home lives, God has blessed richly in 

ministry. The 2019 School year has continued to host many great Family 

Nights, filled with fun, fellowship, and new faces; as well as regular Quest Kids 

nights jam-packed with lessons, memory verse, games, and of course FUN! 

This October we hosted the 2nd Annual Pumpkin Painting Night. Kids had a 

blast painting their own designs on pumpkins, followed by a high energy group 

game. In November, our Quest Families gathered for an early Thanksgiving celebration. One of our 

church small groups generously volunteered to make the meal for us. Thank You to all who were 

involved! Earlier this month our families had the joy of singing Christmas Carols at a couple of local 

Nursing Homes. The kids sang beautifully and with great joy, which was mirrored by the exuberance 

of the residents. 

 

The past eight weeks I have also had the pleasure of taking a “Teaching the Scriptures” class 

through Moody Bible Institute. This class has helped me grow as a teacher and communicator of 

God’s Word. This month at Quest, we have been about God’s mercy in our lives. Although we see 

this mercy every day, we have the special privilege this month of celebrating in through the birth of 

Jesus. Last Sunday (Dec. 15) we enjoyed the pleasure of hearing this story at our Children’s Sunday 

School Program. It was a special morning marked with the excitement of a power outage and some 

very cute nativity animals. God has drawn me continually to a particular verse from Luke’s account of 

Jesus’ birth.  After the shepherds heard the good news from the Angels concerning the birth of their 

Savior, they rushed to see him, and their reaction to seeing Jesus is what God has used to 

convict/inspire me this Christmas season. Luke 2:18 says, “After the shepherds had seen him, THEY 

TOLD EVERYONE. . .” (NIRV, emphasis mine). The shepherds reaction to seeing Jesus is 

completely appropriate. When we hear the story of Jesus, we should share the shepherds 

amazement and excitement, so filled with awe at the birth of our Savior that we can’t help but tell 

EVERYONE. That is my challenge to myself this year, and my challenge to you. Slow down, and take 

the time to tell the people whose paths you cross every day, that Christmas is a time when we get to 

worship God for the birth of Jesus. 

 

Blessings,  

Jackson Standafer 

 

 

 

 



January, February, March 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

JANUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

01/07 Dave & Lynell Blanchard 

01/13 Jim & Joni Fisher  

 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

01/01 Margaret Halverson 

01/02 Kitie Hollenbeck 

01/05 Dave Blanchard 

01/06 Ron Hibbs 

01/06 Dolly Parish 

01/08 Joni Fisher 

01/09 Gretchen Hibbs 

01/10 Lori Larson 

01/10 Lori Stacey 

01/12 Jessica Arenson 

01/13 Erin Finke 

01/17 Seth Hibbs 

01/18 Makenna Koltes 

01/20 Levi Hibbs 

01/25 Erin Blanchard 

01/25 Bernie Dolezal 

01/25 Sally Hanson 

01/27 Audrey Stevens 

01/28 Benjamin Larson 

01/28 Mary Beth Miller 

01/30 Jackson Standafer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

02/01 Ted Stacey 

02/02 Zackary Larson 

02/02 Dorothy Park 

02/04 Ray Miller 

02/09 Megan Lentz 

02/09 Faith Petersen 

02/10 Abby Barnhart 

02/10 Lisa Wright 

02/11 Sophia Kemper 

02/18 Sierra Larson 

02/20 Tracy Kemper 

02/21 Josie Stacey 

02/21 Rosie Stacey 

02/23 Snookie Noble 

02/24 Kaylyn Hibbs 

02/28 Jonathan Kemper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES 

03/02 Steve & Mary Beth Miller 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

03/01 Alaina Wright 

03/02 Arnie Rocholl 

03/05 Leland Sheneberger 

03/07 Raelyn Miller 

03/12 Dan Stacey 

03/15 Alison Wright 

03/16 Nathan Hibbs 

03/19 Heidi Puck  

03/22 Darla Peterson  

03/25 Carol Moulton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


