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“Joy shared is twice joy!” 
        Grandma Stacey 

 
 Covid season has been a trial for churches all over the world.  Some estimates have churches 

declining 30%! While that concept can be wrestled with and debated at least part of the problem 

probably stems from a loss of focus on the joy of being part of a church.  No, our church isn’t perfect, 

no church is.  But that doesn’t negate the fact that there is joy in being part of a local body of Christ 

followers.   

 For me it is a joy to be able to be a part of many missionaries’ journeys.  Alone I can only 

support so many; maybe two or three couples. But as a church we together are a part of supporting 

over 20 missionaries! This includes some older missionaries who have been faithfully serving for 

many years.  It also includes getting to support some who are just getting started.  If it wasn’t for 

being a part of this body of Christ I likely would not have heard of or had an opportunity to support 

Joshua Blanchard or Luke Gus.  To me it is a joy to see these young men from our church in full time 

ministry and being able to support them as they follow God’s leading.  

 I find a simple joy in being part of a church that has an open doors policy.  Too many churches 

are too hard to get into.  Many people are scared to enter their dark doors.  It’s great to be part of a 

church that intentionally makes its facility open to anyone who is in need.  Sure, we experience a little 

extra wear and tear on the “stuff”, but we also have become a common ground within our community. 

Most everyone has been in here a time or two!  Being part of breaking down that barrier to the 

Kingdom brings me joy.  

 With that I find joy in the fact we have opened our door to Pastor Angel and the Hispanic 

church. We have a Hispanic neighbor that we have been loving for Jesus’ sake for some time now, 

but unable to break into her world. Last month Pastor Angel was able to lead her into a saving 

knowledge of Jesus! And all it took was us as a Church opening our doors and a little extra electric!  I 

am ecstatic to be able to be a part of that! I’ll gladly encourage and support a ministry that is able to 

reach people that I can not with the good news of Jesus. What a joy to know that my support was 

able to help see her come to salvation.  

 Today is Wednesday.  In a couple of hours Quest will be starting, and a hoard of children will 

be descending on our gym.  This year we have seen over 60 kids coming regularly.  We have High 

School students who are giving up their evenings to come be a part of leading.  In November I had a 

chance to teach a couple of weeks for both Ignite and Crossfire. It was great to see the number of 

kids in both of those groups increasing. That age, under 20, still remains the best time to catch people 

with the Gospel. I take joy in knowing that we have a church that is still dedicated to reaching out to 

kids and their families. That is something I am glad to be able to stand alongside and support.  

 And with the K-12 ministry, what can I say of my Pastor Jackson? It is a great privilege to be 

able to walk along side such a gifted young man and watch how God is leading him. I understand 



what older ministers mean when they say things like “every one of his victories feels like a victory for 

me.” It is a joy to be able to stand alongside him, watch him grow and know that I get to support his 

ministry and family.  

 Our society seems to be treating church education as a passing fad, but I appreciate that we 

still stand as a church that believes in discipleship.  I find value in Sunday school classes for all ages 

and believe in the process of being challenged to grow in our faith to Christ likeness. I am excited 

about the direction of the adult classes where we have been focusing in on becoming disciples who 

do. To that end there are some ideas floating around for the coming year that are exciting. I find joy in 

being a part and supporting a ministry that still believes in training disciples.  

 Looking back my first time was in 1990.  My second chance to preach to a church came in 

1993. Strange, but that means I have been preaching half my life now. And it has become an 

important part of my life. The more I learn about me, the more I realize that it is my North Star, the 

one thing that I want to do more than anything. Sure, I get tired of it at times and need a vaca... who 

doesn’t? (When the pastor is good he deserves a vacation.  When he isn’t, the CHURCH DESERVES 

the VACATION!!) But after being out of the pulpit a week or two I always find myself itching for the 

opportunity to use my gift again. And I find joy in being able to use my gift for God. I am glad to have 

the chance and the privilege of leading you into the Book, to know your God better every week. And 

when I see you “get it”, when I see the sermon resonated and the Holy Spirit did His work in spite of 

me?  That is great joy.   

 I suppose it could sound silly. But I had the BEST donut I have had in years Sunday!  Now, it 

would have been hard not to enter the sanctuary with a smile knowing that the Children’s program 

was coming; but that donut sure added to my smile! Okay, full truth, our fellowship time isn’t about 

donuts.  We all know that.  And 20 minutes around a table with a donut and a cup of coffee isn’t the 

full extent of fellowship that any of us need.  But I do enjoy not being rushed through the “good 

morning hello’s”. It is a joy to see people gathering around and catching up, at least maintaining the 

bonds of friendship. There is joy in knowing that my Christian brother and sister are here again, ready 

to worship God together with me.  

 There is something to that too.  Getting to worship God together. When I sit at home, I may 

watch the singing. I may even attempt to sing along. But there is joy in being part of a group of people 

who love Jesus, and gather together to sing of His honor, to proclaim together His greatness to all 

who will listen.  That in itself would be something worth getting out of bed for.  

 I think Grandma was right. It has done me good to share my joy. How about you?  What is it 

about being a part of this church that brings you joy?  

 

 

 

 

 



Deacon’s Corner 

I’m going to start this the way I started my last one of these: “It seems like I just wrote an 
article for News and Notes”, except this time it really is only six months later. The schedule 
got shuffled a little, so you’re stuck with me again. I told Jenni when she said it was my 
turn again it would be titled: “My Ongoing Feud with the Church Secretary…” I don’t have 
one, but we both decided it would likely get everyone’s attention. 

Okay we’re all tired of talking about Covid and it seems like my last two articles have been 
centered on that theme. MANY of us have had it in the last 18 months and certainly we 
know some who have passed away or are currently fighting for their lives. It’s obvious in 
many parts of life and the media that people want this to “just be over”. Like many things 
in life it doesn’t work that way. We continue to learn, and our bodies develop immunities 
and so on, until new diseases become a more “normal” part of life. Clearly, we know God 
has the power to heal in any situation physical, mental, emotional, relational, etc. He also 
has the power to walk us through these situations molding each of us a little piece at a 
time. Aren’t we glad we don’t get to see where we are at twenty and then see where we 
will be at forty or sixty or eighty, or whatever age we’re going to live to on earth and see all 
the hard things we’ll have to go through to get there? Certainly, there’s a lot of great things 
in our life here on earth that we look forward to, many happen, some don’t, but what we 
have to look forward to in Heaven when we leave this earth is most certainly the real 
reward. In the NASV, 1 Peter 1:17 says: “And if you address as Father the One who 
impartially judges according to each man’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the 
time of your stay upon earth;” God doesn’t want us to be crippled by fear, but he wants us 
to also remember he is very powerful and should be feared if we incur his wrath. 

I cannot profess that I’m always thinking of things from a Heavenly perspective and what 
would God want me to do in a given situation. MANY times, I’m very frustrated with myself 
because I’ve made plans or reacted to a situation in nearly the opposite way I would of, 
HAD I been thinking that way. Satan LOVES to remind us of our failings and beat us up 
about them repeatedly. Stay the course. God DOES have great plans for each of us, in 
spite of Covid and loss and things that we feel like we “missed out on”. II Timothy 4:7 “I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;” NASV 

It’s so easy to get caught up in the details and busyness of life and all the little things we 
“have” to do. Going into this new year, let’s all try harder to show Christ’s love to one 
another even when we don’t feel like it. 

Respectfully rambled on behalf of the Deacons, Rodd Gustafson 

 

 

 



Student Ministry 

Throughout December, our Youth Group Lessons and Quest Kids Activities have focused 
on Christmas (I know, a real shocker). By the time our students are in high school, many 
of them have heard dozens (if not HUNDREDS) of Christmas Youth Group lessons, 
Sunday School Lessons, Sermons, Family Studies, Devotionals, etc… Yet, the glory of 
Jesus' birth still reveals to us new insights and appreciations. This past week, our lesson 
for the Highschool Youth Group was titled “The Gift That Changed Everything.” This 
lesson came from a great resource called Youth Ministry 360. I would recommend them to 
anyone who is looking for resources for their own kids or students. 

We started with a fun activity in which groups of our students and volunteers created (and 
acted out!) commercials for products that have improved throughout history. The idea was 
to draw contrast between something Old, and New. One of these amazing commercials 
was all about the pillow. Starting with lying their heads on rocks, they progressed through 
history with straw, feathers, and eventually landing on a comfortable and well-known 
pillow which each of us would refer to as “mine.” 

We used this activity as a launching board into the lesson which focused on the OLD and 
NEW Covenants. We first opened up to Deuteronomy 30:15-18. This passage helped us 
get an overarching view of the Old Covenant. In this passage, Moses says that God is 
offering the people of Israel a choice between life and death. The Israelites can be 
assured of a prosperous life in good standing with God if they obey God’s commands out 
of their love for God. However, should they turn from God and not keep his commands, 
they would be punished for their sin by death. However, in God’s grace, the Old Covenant 
allowed a way for this punishment to be placed on the life of an animal, through sacrifice. 
This Covenant served as a constant reminder of the distance that sin caused between the 
Israelites and God, rectified by these imperfect and temporary sacrifices (imperfect 
because another sacrifice would still be needed). 

As a Youth Group, we then turned to Mark 12:22-25, where Jesus is explaining to His 
disciples what is to come through His sacrifice. At the last supper, Jesus said “This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.” We know that the New Covenant, in 
contrast to the Old, is marked by the PERFECT sacrifice of Jesus’ blood. Sin and death 
have been defeated once and for all. There is no sacrifice which will ever be needed again 
to pay for the sins of man. This is the perfection of Christ's death and resurrection. This is 
why the angel proclaimed to the shepherds, “. . . behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for 
you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11, NASB). 

At Christmas, we are not only celebrating the birth of Jesus, but the purpose that God sent 
Jesus for. God sent His only, perfect, divine Son to die in our palace and usher in a New 
Covenant, one marked by Grace through Faith. This is why Jesus is the gift that changed 
everything. 

Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 
Jackson Standafer 

 



January, February March 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

JANUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

01/07 Dave & Lynell Blanchard 

 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

01/01 Margaret Halverson 

01/02 Kitie Hollenbeck 

01/05 Dave Blanchard 

01/06 Ron Hibbs 

01/09 Gretchen Hibbs 

01/10 Lori Larson 

01/10 Lori Stacey 

01/12 Jessica Arenson 

01/17 Seth Hibbs 

01/18 Makenna Koltes 

01/20 Levi Hibbs 

01/25 Erin Blanchard 

01/25 Bernie Dolezal 

01/25 Sally Hanson 

01/27 Audrey Stevens 

01/28 Benjamin Larson 

01/28 Mary Beth Miller 

01/30 Jackson Standafer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

02/01 Ted Stacey 

02/02 Zackary Larson 

02/02 Dorothy Park 

02/04 Ray Miller 

02/09 Megan Lentz 

02/09 Faith Petersen 

02/10 Lisa Wright 

02/10 Abby Barnhart 

02/11 Sofia Kemper 

02/18 Sierra Larson 

02/20 Tracy Kemper 

02/21 Josie Stacey 

02/21 Rosie Stacey 

02/23 Snookie Noble 

02/28 Jonathan Kemper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES 

03/02 Steve & Mary Beth Miller 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

03/01  Alaina Wright 

03/05  Leland Sheneberger 

03/07  Raelyn Miller 

03/11  Jennifer Meagher 

03/12  Dan Stacey 

03/15  Alison Wright 

03/16  Nathan Hibbs 

03/19  Heidi Puck  

03/22  Darla Peterson  

03/25  Carol Moulton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


