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Satisfaction and Contentment 

 It must be Monday… I found myself looking at land for sale again.  Did you know you can buy 
your own island? There is one off of the coast of Chile that is only 10,000 acres, give or take!  

Psalm 107:9 “For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good things.” 

Proverbs 19:23 “The fear of the Lord leads to life and whoever has it rests satisfied; he will not be 
visited by harm.” 

Isaiah 58:11 “And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and 
make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters 
do not fail.” 

John 6:35 “Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

 When all a person wants is Jesus, they can always find their desire. When He is the hunger in 
your heart, nothing else will matter and you will always be allowed dessert!  

Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” 

Psalm 103:1-5 “Of David. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all 
your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.” 

John 4:13-14 “Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly.” 

 It isn’t as if hungering for Jesus is a “2nd prize”.  Deciding to pursue Him above all things is not 
a consolation prize for the Christian.  “You can’t have it all, but at least you have Jesus!” A 
relationship with God is the grand prize. There is nothing greater.  Compared to knowing Him, the 
Islands of this earth are like parting gifts at a 1st grade birthday party.  

Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

Hebrews 13:5 “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has 
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

1 Timothy 6:6 “Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment,” 

Psalm 65:4 “Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall be 
satisfied with the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple!” 

Psalm 16:11 “You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 

Philippians 4:11 “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I 
am to be content.” 



 The secret of contentment is not found in some desert monk’s hut amongst the intentional 
surrender of anything pleasurable. Nor is it found in the golden thrones of the oil sheik. It has little to 
do with location, with means or the lack of worldly goods. It is found in getting a whiff of the fragrance 
of God and knowing there is nothing better.  

Romans 8:28 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose.” 

Philippians 4:19 “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.” 

Matthew 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you.” 

1 Timothy 6:6-7 “Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into 
the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world.” 

Luke 12:15 “And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for 
one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 “He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth 
with his income; this also is vanity.” 

Luke 3:14 “Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation and be content with your wages.” 

Psalm 34:10 “The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the Lord lack no good 
thing.” 

Jeremiah 31:25 “For I will satisfy the weary soul, and every languishing soul I will replenish.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:13 “Also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is 
God's gift to man.” 

 For the one who has fallen in love with God, even his toil can be a thing of pleasure.  

 For the one who is in Christ, receives Him, the greatest gift, and so much more. We do not 
come to Christ for the “so much more”. But when we come to Him honestly and humbly, He has 
promised us all that we need plus…  

 Pursue Jesus my friends.  Pursue Jesus.  He is all you really want.  He promises.  

    God Bless, Pastor Matt S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Deacon’s Corner 

A Father’s Love – June 2022 

It’s Father’s Day as I write this, and I can’t think of a more appropriate topic to write about than a 
Father’s love. As I sit in this room filled with family, sharing memories of fathers, I am reminded of the 
many contrasts between my father and my father-in-law. 

My father isn’t the most emotive person in the world, rarely expressing his love verbally or with 
physical gestures like hugs. On the other hand, my father-in-law was someone who expressed his 
love verbally and physically (he was a hugger). Yet as I reflect on both of them, I see God’s hand in 
how he created both men to be loving fathers to their families. 

When I think of my relationship with my father, I can honestly say that I’ve never had to question his 
love for me, despite the fact that he didn’t demonstrate it through words or hugs. My dad showed his 
love through providing, protecting, and leading his family. He would do anything for anyone, without 
ever expecting anything in return. 

When I was young, my Dad made me feel safe and I always knew I could count on him to take care 
of whatever needed taking care of. As I get older our relationship transitioned to more of a friendship, 
BUT he’s still my Dad and I seek his guidance in many situations. He’s a great man and I am grateful 
for him. 

My father-in-law was also a great man. While he was much more emotive than my dad, he still had 
many of the same great qualities my dad has. He was kind, generous, and loved his family fiercely. 
As with my dad, I never had to question whether or not my father-in-law loved me, he always made 
sure I knew it in his own way. 

I’ve been a father myself going on 20 years now. I am definitely more like my father in terms of how I 
express my love for others, but the examples of both men are instrumental in shaping how I WANT to 
be as a father and a man. 

Exodus 20:12 says “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land of the 
Lord your God is giving you.” 

This verse seems to be as straight forward as it gets. We are all called to honor our parents in 
everything we do. For me, one of the ways I strive to honor my dads is in how I parent my kids. I 
know I fail them at times, just as my father and father-in-law failed at times. We are human and we 
make mistakes. All I can do is strive to be better and serve my family in a way that both of my fathers 
would approve of, but more importantly in a way that honors God. 

As Believers, we are fortunate to have a perfect heavenly father who will never fail us. He loves us 
unconditionally and wants what’s best for us. He will never leave us, nor forsake us, and He gave us 
earthly fathers as representatives of Himself during our time here on earth. 

As we celebrate our fathers, let us honor them as God has commanded us to. Let us also honor our 
heavenly father for all He has given us. 

For the deacons, 

Kent Gustafson 



Student Ministry 

 As I look back on this first school year as Student Ministry Pastor, I am filled with 
gratitude. God blessed our Youth and Children’s Ministries with so many opportunities to meet new 
students and families, lots of time to share the Word of God, and so many laughs (seriously, kids and 
youth are hilarious). 

 Quest Kids finished another great year, and we are now in our summer calendar. Our Quest 

summer ministry schedule consists of Family Nights (usually a campfire with delicious hot s’mores) 

and of course Vacation Bible School. If you, or someone you know, have kids ages 4 through 6th 

grade please join us for VBS this year! Our dates are August 7-11 and registration has already 

started. This summer we get to learn about how GREAT our God is! 

 Our Youth Ministry finished the school year, but we continue to stay pretty busy as the summer 

goes on. It seems it is a bit easier to gather the youth as many of them can drive themselves and 

even pick up a friend. We have already started our campfires which will take place twice a month, 

hosted at a different family's home from our Youth Group. We also have a Twins game on the 

Calendar for this June, and have Twenty-Three (23) people signed up! 

 Of course, the largest item on the Youth Calendar for this summer is the Discipleship Retreat. 

On Sunday, June 12th, we held our Pie Auction and Spaghetti Feed Fundraiser. Thank you to all who 

participated in the Auction(s) and the Freewill Giving. Thanks to the Lord’s generosity working 

through you, we were able to raise $2,999. I told someone this amazing number, and they responded 

by taking out a one dollar bill (we literally laughed out loud!) which brought our total up to $3,000! This 

exceeded my biggest hopes and fully funded our trip! Praise God! 

 As we move through the summer, I would ask that you keep our student ministries in your 

prayers. Pray for the Lord to work in miraculous ways through our Discipleship Retreat, through VBS, 

and through the fellowship that our Students and Families share this summer. I believe that the Lord 

wants to draw students close to His heart as some of them (Kids and Youth) hear the Gospel for the 

very first time. Pray that God would open their eyes to the Gospel, and to His sacrifice. I truly believe 

that God has great things in store for this summer. 

 Our team of fourteen (14) students and leaders leaves for the Discipleship Retreat on June 

26th. We will be hosted by Palisade Baptist Church in Silver Bay, MN. I could not be more excited to 

spend a week on the North Shore. Finally, I would ask (very sincerely), please pray with me for one 

additional movement of God’s hand on our trip. One of the primary reasons we are taking our 

students to the North Shore is so that they can experience God’s amazing creation, seeing His power 

and His majesty. For that reason, please join me in praying that God would show us a display of the 

Northern lights while we are on this trip. I can think of fewer things that would open our students eyes 

(and my own) to the wonder of God’s creation. Numerous times in scriptures (Matthew 21:22, James 

1:6, 1 John 5:14-15) we are called to pray in faith, so that is what I am going to do. Will you join me? 

 

In Faith, 

 

Jackson Standafer 

Student Ministry Pastor 

 

 



July, August, September 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

07/06  Harley & Sally Hanson 

07/14  Ray & Cheryl Schneider 

07/16  Matt & Lori Stacey 

07/31  David & Debra Sobotka 
 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS 
07/01 Cheryl Junkin  

07/01 Marcia Sheneberger  

07/02 Susan Johnson  

07/04 Harley Hanson  

07/04 Rebekah Hibbs  

07/09 Anna Pastian  

07/21 Joshua Blanchard  

07/23 Ken Stevens 

07/24 Emily Stacey  

07/25 Aiden Barnhart 

07/28 Rodene Schultz  

07/29 Brandon Puck  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

08/10  Leland & Marcia Sheneberger 

08/23  Steve & Sue Calvin 

08/23  Dan & Susan Johnson 

 

AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 
08/03 Lance Larson  

08/10 Noah Koltes  

08/10 Jenni Powell 

08/10   Jill Standafer  

08/10 David Wright  

08/11 Julianna Stacey  

08/13 Steve Miller  

08/17 Paul Twist 

08/21 Roxanne Larson  

08/23  Ross Munson  

08/26  November ffitch  

08/28  Kent Gustafson  

08/28  Kelsey Standafer  

08/29  Patti Midthun  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

                                

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

09/01  Jackson & Kelsey Standafer  

09/06  Jon & Darrah Larson 

09/09  Bill & Snookie Noble 

09/21  Steve & Jenni Powell 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
09/04  Del Halverson  

09/05  Bill Noble  

09/10  Vicki Munson  

09/10 Debra Sobotka 

09/17  Cathy Swanson  

09/20 Joe Reinbold 

09/23  Jon Larson  

09/24 Marshall Larson  

09/26  Emili Hibbs  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


