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Pastors Page 

Have you ever been a part of a conversation something like this?  
 
    “So, you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior? Congratulations!  You have been forgiven of 
your sins - past, present, and future! God has declared that you are right with Him. He has given His 
word that you will be with Him in eternity                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
y forever.”  
        “Now what?”  
    “It’s time to grow in Him.”  
        “All right! I’d be happy to! How do I do that?”  
    “Oh, you know, you come to church, read your Bible, that kind of stuff.” 
        “Oh, okay, sure... except umm... I’m brand new to this... what stuff? I mean, how do I read the 
Bible? And how often do I need to come to church? And what else fits into all this stuff?  Can you 
break it down a little for me? Simplify it?”  
    “Um... not really. I mean, start reading in John, I know I heard that somewhere. And for prayer, you 
just kind of talk to God.  I don’t know, let’s ask my pastor!” 
 
    Ah the great, escape! Ask the pastor! That would be a great plan... except allow me to let you into 
another conversation that happens all the time.  
 
    “I really appreciate your agreeing to mentor me as a pastor.  As a young guy I know there is so 
much I don’t know!” 
        “Oh, it is no problem.  Feel free to call me anytime you have a question.”  
    “Well, since you mentioned it, I’ve never really been discipled, and I know I am supposed to be 
making disciples, but how do I do that? How do you do it? Can you walk me through it?”  
(Insert LONG dramatic pause) 
        “Um, there are lots of different ways it is done, I guess.  You can look at the Navigators material. 
I’ve heard it is pretty good. So, when do you want to meet next month?” 
 
    I have been in both of those conversations. As Christians we have all heard that we are supposed 
to be making disciples. We all understand that we have to BE a disciple before we can make 
someone else one. There are any number of books on the market reinforcing that it has to happen in 
the church. There are plenty of companies that focus on one part or another of the process. But in the 
end, very few are intentionally following through. Which begs the question -  why? Why, if we know it 
is a good thing, a commanded thing, are we not doing a thing about it?  
 
    Part of the problem stems from the above-mentioned reality and being objects at rest. Since we 
have not been discipled in a clear, easy to understand and follow path, we are not likely to initiate the 
motion with someone else. 
 
    Part of the blame could be put on the various one-sided curriculums. This material wants to focus 
on what you need to know; read your Bible, memorize a few verses, and witness in this way, and you 
will be a disciple.  Another group wants to focus more on what you do... or as the case may be do not 
do.  “A Christian doesn’t ______” (fill in the blank as fully as you wish).  
 



 
    In the end, the reality is that churches do not have a clear target, a clear process for discipling 
people, or even a way to clearly identify where they are in their own personal walk with Christ. The 
result is we walk around in a haze, each attempting to do the best we can to grow towards 
Christlikeness, but without a grasp of what that should look like.  
 
    I believe it is time for that to change for 1st B. I believe it is time for us to get intentional in our 
understanding and discipling. To that end, I would like to invite you to the adult Sunday School 
classes for the first half of 2021.  This class is not going to be a traditional sit-down-and-allow-me-to-
lecture-you or put-on-a-video-series Sunday School class. It is going to be more of a round table 
discussion as we explore the various aspects of discipleship. Our goal will be to be able to clearly 
identify and articulate the main pillars of discipleship. As we discuss each, we hope to be able to 
clarify what a fully devoted follower of Christ looks like in that context, where we are on the spectrum, 
and then know what the process looks like for moving forward in Christ.  
 
The Pillars as I currently understand them will include: 
    Your Relationship to God:  
        Concerning Faith 
        Concerning Sin 
        Concerning Soul Formation (which includes) 
            - Interacting with God through your Bible 
            - Interacting with God through prayer 
            - Interacting with God through rest 
            - Interacting with God through worship 
        Concerning your Identity in Christ (which includes) 
            - Your new Identity 
            - Your new Gifts 
            - Your new Calling 
 
    Your Relationship to others: 
        Concerning Christian Connections 
        Concerning Love 
        Concerning Evangelism 
        Concerning Service 
        Concerning Giving  
 
    Please plan on joining us as we work through this! Your input and wisdom will be a valuable part of 
helping us establish our intentional plan to avoid the awkward inertia of the church at rest. Help us 
become part of the church in motion! 
 
                        God Bless, Matt s 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Deacon’s Corner 

Happy New Year!  How often we have said this with the arrival of the next calendar year.  I 

regularly said this with little meaning more out of necessity then truly wishing someone a better 

year.  On January 1st 2020 I admittedly said this to my family while we had the privilege of 

vacationing in Mexico over New Years.  A new decade was dawning.  I was on a beach in Puerto 

Vallarta!  What could possibly go wrong, right?  Then March arrived and we entered the world 

of COVID lockdowns, social distancing, masks, and the over used term “unprecedented.”  The 

world as we knew it had changed.  What we thought would be an inconvenient two weeks has 

stretched into a painful 2020.  Of course, I do not need to tell you this.  We have all 

experienced this pain in our own unique way.  Whether it is the cancelling of a significant 

milestone event such as a graduation, or the loss of financial security or even the quiet 

loneliness of social isolation.  Regardless, 2020 has been hard and not very peaceful for my 

spirit.  I often find myself reflecting on “what if I knew then what I know now” would it change 

things?  I do not think so.  In fact, I think it would be worse.  God is gracious to us in that way 

as he protects us from the unknown and often only gives us a little at a time.  But one thing I 

can say for certain, is His peace is there if we take it.  He promised as much in John 14:27; 

“Peace I leave you, My peace I give you; not as the world gives, do I give to you.  Do not 

let your hearts be troubled, nor fearful”. (NASV)  With everything that has occurred in 

2020, I have yet to figure out a way to change it regardless of how much anxiety and fear I put 

into it.  I know that Jesus offers me peace, but it is up to me to take it.  So what about you?  

Have you accepted His Peace?  Go ahead and reach out, and let nor your heart be troubled.  

2021 is a new year.  I don’t promise it will be different, but Jesus promises it can be peaceful.  

Chris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Youth Page 

2020 has been quite the year. Throughout nearly all of the year, God has been 

instilling in me one very clear message:  

“Man is like a breath; his days are like a passing shadow.” – Psalm 144:4 

This sobering truth can be depressing from a certain point of view. But I would 

challenge you to try to find the encouragement hidden in this truth! 

This life is hard. And this past year has revealed that reality more than any other 

recent years. From the COVID-19 pandemic, racial tension, radical political 

division, and the personal obstacles we all wrestle with… It is a joy to know that 

this life is temporary. That these days, no matter how long they feel, will one day 

end. 

And it isn’t just that the hard days will be over, but that perfect days will finally 

begin. We will be face to face with our God, as we were created to be, for all of 

eternity. Wherever you find yourself as you read these, take encouragement in 

these verses today. 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 

sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of 

God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’” – Revelation 21:1-4 

These troublesome times are exhausting, but take heart… for it is just a passing 

shadow compared to what is to come. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jonathan Finke 

 

 

 



 

 

Family Ministries 

Reflecting on 2020 is not a simple task. This year has presented circumstances that were 

previously unimaginable. Yet, the foundations of our lives remain unshaken; God is the same, 

Scripture is the same, Salvation in Christ is the same. Now, I encourage you to ask yourself, is 

your faith the same? There isn’t an exact answer that you need to give, but I believe we will all 

benefit from taking the time to reflect and consider how our faith has changed, or remained 

the same this year. 

 For me, it isn’t a yes or no question. The aim, source, and fuel for my faith is unchanged 

(see foundations). But my faith has grown this year (as I pray it will EVERY year to come). So in 

this sense, my faith has not remained the same. These new circumstances have given us new 

opportunities to hold fast to our faith. I pray reflection on this year will bring you Hope, and 

Joy as we go through this Christmas season and enter into the new year. 

 This paragraph has nothing to do with the rest of the News and Notes. It is an 

experiment to see how many people are reading the News and Notes (at least close enough to 

see this paragraph). So if you are still reading, Well Done! You have given yourself the 

opportunity to receive the candy bar of your choice. All you must do is call, text, or email me 

and include this secret phrase in your message: “2020 Reflection.” Please do not share this info 

with anyone. Allow them to find it for themselves☺️. I hope this has been a bright spot in your 

day. Thanks for participating! 

 Continuing with my own reflection, I shared something at the Thanksgiving Eve service 

that I would like with you all. I imagine that in 15 years when my son Daniel is in High School, 

the time will come when he will ask me about how crazy Covid, or the year 2020 was? When the 

time comes, while not hiding the challenging circumstances, I will joyfully share the goodness of 

God that I have experienced this year. Because of God’s blessing, our VBS brought in a record 

number of kids! Our Quest Kids ministry has continued to grow as we hosted 10 family nights 

this year. God has given our family many blessings through our first year as a family of three! 

And above all, God has remained faithful. For what will you praise God this year? 

Psalm 96:3 (ESV) 

“Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

 I pray that this Christmas season brings you PEACE and JOY as we celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, our Savior. May His love forever change us and fill us with the fervor to share it with 

our community. 

Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 

Jackson Standafer 

 



 

 

January, February March 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

JANUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

01/07 Dave & Lynell Blanchard 

01/13 Jim & Joni Fisher  

 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

01/01 Margaret Halverson 

01/02 Kitie Hollenbeck 

01/05 Dave Blanchard 

01/06 Ron Hibbs 

01/08 Joni Fisher 

01/09 Gretchen Hibbs 

01/10 Lori Larson 

01/10 Lori Stacey 

01/12 Jessica Arenson 

01/13 Erin Finke 

01/17 Seth Hibbs 

01/18 Makenna Koltes 

01/20 Levi Hibbs 

01/25 Erin Blanchard 

01/25 Bernie Dolezal 

01/25 Sally Hanson 

01/27 Audrey Stevens 

01/28 Benjamin Larson 

01/28 Mary Beth Miller 

01/30 Jackson Standafer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

02/01 Ted Stacey 

02/02 Zackary Larson 

02/02 Dorothy Park 

02/04 Ray Miller 

02/06 Laine Larson 

02/09 Megan Lentz 

02/09 Faith Petersen 

02/10 Lisa Wright 

02/10 Abby Barnhart 

02/11 Sofia Kemper 

02/18 Sierra Larson 

02/20 Tracy Kemper 

02/21 Josie Stacey 

02/21 Rosie Stacey 

02/23 Snookie  Noble 

02/24 Kaylyn Hibbs 

02/26 Josh Lentz 

02/28 Jonathan Kemper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES 

03/02 Steve & Mary Beth Miller 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

03/01  Alaina Wright 

03/05  Leland Sheneberger 

03/07  Raelyn Miller 

03/12  Dan Stacey 

03/16  Nathan Hibbs 

03/19  Heidi Puck  

03/22  Darla Peterson  

03/25  Carol Moulton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


