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It seems like I just wrote an article for News and Notes, yet here it is fifteen months later…  

The last time we were just finding out about Covid-19, social distancing and all of the rigmarole 

that went along with it.  Certainly, it’s not completely in our rearview mirror, but it’s subsiding 

and many things are returning to “normal” or show signs of doing so.  Through this God has been 

faithful and taken care of us all.  Some have gotten sick, lost jobs or even died, but he has been 

here through it and will continue to be. 

There have been good contacts and conversations that have happened as a result of this medical 

situation and some unfortunate ones most likely for all of us.  Tensions have generally been high 

through the process which also was timed with a contentious election.  This needs to be a time 

for healing for our church body and God’s entire body of believers to draw together on our 

faith and our common ground.   A favorite verse comes to mind in James 4:8a “Draw nigh to God, 

and he will draw nigh to you.”  KJV I’m not a King James purist, just learned it that way, so 

that’s how it’s in my head.  Incidentally, I believe I learned that verse working on a project in 

the Boys Brigade after school program at Reynolds Baptist Church.  The leader was our longtime 

friend and fellow church member Lowell Peterson who’s one of several dear ones many of us 

miss.  I was about 14 at the time, so 40 years ago.  Wow! I guess I’m not as young as I used to 

be. 

Now is not a time for trying to find our areas of disagreement and expand on them.  Very likely 

most of us have done some of that over the past year in some area of our life and damaged 

some relationship, which is unfortunate.  God has made us perfect in him, which is quite a bit 

different than us actually being perfect.  We as a Deacon Board and the Pastoral staff know we 

haven’t always done everything perfect, but I really believe each one of us has prayed about our 

decisions and followed our convictions.  That doesn’t mean we always agree on everything.  Like 

it speaks of in Provers 27:17 “Iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”  NIV We all 

in the body of Christ come from different backgrounds and life situations and have different 

strengths and experiences to help mold each other more into the people God wants us to be. 

Our church’s motto for many years had been:  Loving God, Loving People.  It’s my sincere wish 

that we emulate that.  Excited to see the Celebrate Recovery program that will have just 

started at the time of this publishing and the return of Communion in the “non cardboard” 

wafer version. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Deacon Board, Rodd Gustafson 

 

 

 



Family Ministries 

 Another school year is in the rear-view mirror and I cannot help but see the faithfulness of God. 
This school saw new challenges with Covid restrictions, new opportunities to come alongside 
families, new volunteers, and MANY new faces in our family ministry! Through it all, it is easy to see 
God’s sovereignty over everything.  

This year at Quest Kids our number one point of emphasis in our Bible Lessons was that “each 
of us has been created to be in a relationship with God.” We started the year learning about 
creation. We talked about God as our awesome creator, and we learned that we have been made in 
the image of our creator! We learned about the effect that sin has had on the world, severing our 
relationship with God in a way that we could never fix on our own. We also had numerous points 
through the year where we talked about the good news of the Gospel! The most important thing to be 
celebrated is that this year at Quest, we had the chance to share Jesus’ story with kids (some for the 
very first time!). What could be more exciting than that?! To add to the list, we spent a good chunk of 
our year learning about some of the foundations of our Christian walk, answering questions like: what 
is the Bible? And: what is prayer?  

This school year, Quest Kids saw growth to record numbers. We ended the school year with 
53 kids registered! For some of us, this may seem like a surprisingly big number. Only 15 of the 
students who were registered for kids this year come from families who attend our church (that is 
about 28%). Quest Kids is made up of families who identify with many different churches in town, and 
many families who have no “home church” to speak of whatsoever. It is easy to see that great 
mission field that God is presenting us with every Wednesday night. 

 We meet many of our new faces through our monthly family nights, which continue to be a 
huge attraction. As a volunteer team, one of our next big steps is to think about how Quest can take 
the next step in helping draw families closer into their relationships with God, and into the body of 
Christ. God has given us an amazing outreach through Quest Kids, and we want to see His kingdom 
be built in Long Prairie through children and parents coming to know Jesus as their personal Savior. 

 As we look towards the summer, and next school year, there is a lot on the horizon. This 
summer we will host our annual Vacation Bible School. Our planning team is already gathering to 
prepare for another great week of ministry to our community. Additionally, a few of the churches in 
our community are partnering to put on some additional Kids Camps throughout the summer which 
will function as another outreach. We hope to meet some of the kids in our community who we 
haven’t yet had the chance to minister to. Then, looking at next school year, we will kick off another 
year of Quest, Sunday School, Family Nights, and more.  

 As our Family Ministry grows, so does our need for partners in ministry. There is a desperate 
need in our community for believers in Christ to step out of their comfort zones, get to know their 
neighbors (literal and figurative), and share the Gospel. Whether it is with Quest Kids, another family 
ministry, or something completely different; how are you planning to share the Gospel with your 
community this year? This is my challenge for each of you; to consider, pray about, and put a plan in 
place for how you are going to tangibly share the Gospel this year. After all, our mission as disciples 
of Jesus is to make more disciples! In addition to being a challenge, it is also a very literal question. I 
want to know what God is stirring in your heart. After taking some time to consider and pray about 
that question “How will I share the Gospel this year…” share with me or with someone close to you 
what God has placed on your heart.  

Matthew 9:37-38, “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

Blessings, 

Jackson 



July, August, September 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

07/06  Harley & Sally Hanson 

07/14  Ray & Cheryl Schneider 

07/16  Matt & Lori Stacey 

07/31  David & Debra Sobotka 
 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS 
07/01 Cheryl Junkin  

07/01 Marcia Sheneberger  

07/02 Susan Johnson  

07/04 Harley Hanson  

07/04 Rebekah Hibbs  

07/06 Beth Nelson  

07/09 Anna Pastian  

07/21 Joshua Blanchard  

07/23 Ken Stevens 

07/24 Emily Stacey  

07/25 Aiden Barnhart 

07/26 Marcus Nelson  

07/28 Vern Matheson  

07/28 Rodene Schultz  

07/29 Brandon Puck  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

08/10  Leland & Marcia 

Sheneberger 

08/23  Steve & Sue Calvin 

08/23  Dan & Susan Johnson 

 

AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 
08/03 Lance Larson  

08/10 Noah Koltes  

08/10 Jenni Powell  

08/10 David Wright  

08/11 Julianna Stacey  

08/13 Steve Miller  

08/16 Barb Bass  

08/17 Paul Twist 

08/21 Roxanne Larson  

08/23  Ross Munson  

08/24  Steve Twist  

08/26  November ffitch  

08/28  Kent Gustafson  

08/28  Kelsey Standafer  

08/29  Patti Midthun  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

09/01  Jackson & Kelsey 

Standafer  

09/06  Jon & Darrah Larson 

09/09  Bill & Snookie Noble 

09/21  Glenn & Donna Park 

09/21  Steve & Jenni Powell 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
09/04  Del Halverson  

09/05  Bill Noble  

09/10  Vicki Munson  

09/10  Kali Panitzke  

09/10 Debra Sobotka 

09/17  Cathy Swanson  

09/20 Joe Reinbold 

09/23  Jon Larson  

09/24 Marshall Larson  

09/26  Emili Hibbs  

09/29 Dorie Twist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


